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BIOGRAPHICAL
SKETCH

GUSTAV HUSAK was born into a

worker's family on 10 January 1913. in

Dubravka. which today is in Bratislava.

He joined the Union ofCommunist Youth

in 1929. and became a member ot the

Communist Party of Czechoslovakia in

1933. He then worked among young

people and wrote for the progressive

press, as well as being a leading official of

the Slovak and Czechoslovak Union of

Students. He graduated from the Law

Faculty of Bratislava University.

Husak joined the anti-fascist resistance

when the Communist Party was banned at

the end of the 1930s. and in 1943. together

with Karol Sntidke and Ladislav

Novomesky, was responsible for forming

the underground Communist Party of

Slovakia. This was to unite the patriotic

forces in their efforts to gain national

liberation and the restoration of

Czechoslovakia. Husak took an active

part in drafting the programme of the

Slovak National Council, which was to

become the most important body of the

Slovak National Uprising.

Gustav Husak was one of the leading

representatives of the Slovak National

Uprising, launched on 29 August 1944.

He was also one of the principal

organizers of the merger congress of the

Communist Party and the Social

Democratic Party in Slovakia which took

place in September 1944. and made a

significant contribution to the unification

of the trade union movement in Slovakia.

In March 1945 Husak went to Moscow

with representatives of the Czechoslovak

resistance in order to determine the

programme and composition of the first

government of the National Front ot

Czechs and Slovaks. After the liberation

of Czechoslovakia he became a member

of the Central Committee of the

Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, a

Continued on back cover
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Fo the Reader

First of all T would like to thank Mr. Robert Maxwell, Chairman of
Pergamon Press, for his initiative and efforts in connection with the

publication of this book. I hope that it will help the public in the United
Kingdom and English-speaking world to understand better the concerns
and aspirations of the Czechoslovak people, the starting points and
objectives of their efforts aimed at the development of socialist society.

I am aware of the deep differences in opinions concerning the evalua-

tion of real socialism in the present-day world. However, I believe that

the book will acquaint the reader with the motives behind the decision of
the Czechoslovak people to embark on a socialist road and to proceed
along it consistently. The revolutionary changes which resulted from the

national and democratic revolution and from the struggle for people’s

power in the postwar years were the culmination of many years of

dedicated struggles for national existence, State independence, funda-

mental social rights, of the entire logic of the internal motion of the

modern history of our nations.

The socialist system has fully proved its worth in Czechoslovak
conditions in dealing with the fundamental national and social ques-

tions, in efforts to meet the requirements of social justice, and to develop
socialist democracy and peaceful life of our people.

Individual sections of the book, dealing with the period beginning
with the early 1970s, not only trace the progress made in the building ofa
new society but also speak openly of attendant difficulties. 1 would be
glad if the reader, in assessing the balance-sheet and the prospects of the

Czechoslovak Socialist Republic, bore in mind that socialism, as a

historically new social order, is not a closed system, but that it is

undergoing constant changes in its dynamic development, that it is

looking for, verifying and creatively enriching ways and means how to

develop its possibilities and superior qualities more fully. In this sense,

our further progress depends especially on the speeding up of socio-

economic development, and on further perfection of the socialist politi-

cal system.

Not only social progress but the continued existence ofmankind itself

are today possible only if world peace is preserved. Also for Czecho-
slovakia, whose location in the heart of Europe subjected it to so many
difficult trials in the course of centuries, the decisive priority is that the

vii
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danger of war and the threat of nuclear destruction be averted, and
international developments returned onto the path of detente. We are
taking an active part in the peace initiatives of the socialist countries, in
their efforts to promote peaceful coexistence and constructive interna-
tional co-operation. Also in the future, we will do everything in our
power for all progressive, democratic, realistic forces in the world,
irrespective of their political and philosophical views and religious
beliefs, to find a common language, especially with regard to this issue
crucial for the future of mankind.

In conclusion, I would like to greet all readers who are interested in the
experiences and achievements of the Czechoslovak people and who
follow their efforts to build a life in peace and freedom.

Gustav HusAk
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Nejen spolecensky pokrok, ale same zachovam' existence
lidstva jsou dnes moznd jen pfi udrzeni svetoveho miru. Take
pro Ceskoslovensko, ktere jeho poloha v srdci Evropy vystavila
v prubehu staleti tolika tezkym zkouskam, je rozhodujici prio-
ri tou odvrdceni vdlecndho nebezpedi, hrozby jadernd zkdzy,
navrat mezindrodniho vyvoje na cestu uvolneni. Aktivne se podi-
lrme na mirovych iniciativdch socialistickych zenu', na usili
o rozvoj miroveho souziti a konstrukcivn i raezinarodni spoluprdce
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Introduction by

Robert Maxwell

Gus.avHusak has been leader of this key socialist republic ^ ‘he ^artcf

Europe for seventeen years. He came to power at a t me ot great

difficulty a time of dissension, and of strife and turmoil In 1969 he

becameleader of a country which had been deeply divided by the ever v

betrayal by Britain and France at Munich. 1 he razing to t eg

of 1 idice in June 1942 symbolises to the Czech and Slovak peoples a

thatwas to be feared in German hegemony. Hurt, lawyer, journalist,

wriuTbut above all fierce nationalist and fighter for his country

believed like Bene? and all other postwar Czechoslovak leaders,

Czechoslovakia had no alternative, after Munich, other than toaurn

the Soviet Union as guarantor of its independence. It » this belief that

Ins guided him throughout his political life, and led to his being purged

|Tl£3S subsequent six years’ imprisonment before Ins release in

Ttook only a few years for this impressive man to win his way back

Congress oftheCPCz in 1971 is a fascinating and unique contemporary

xi
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account of the management of traumatic change within the Communist

system.

He has brought stability and economic progress to his country. In my

interview with" him he explains his concern for security which has so

influenced his thinking, developed from personal experience of recent

history. He believes, and I agree with him, that the first step in reducing

East-West tension lies in a greater mutual understanding ofeach other s

fears, philosophies and hopes for the future. This book is intended to help

that purpose. Commentary, interpretation and analysis is always impor-

tant, but for the serious student, politician, diplomat, journalist or other

interested reader there is no substitute for an examination of original

sources and materials. This book presents a selection of speeches and

writings chosen personally by Gustav Husak which are not otherwise-

available.

In this collection he reveals his desire for greater co-operation at all

levels’ including closer trade links both bilaterally and through

EEC CMEA negotiations. He is quite clear about his warning on any

attempt to change the postwar arrangement dividing Germany into East

and West, and when asked about Soviet troops in Czechoslovakia points

to US troops in West Germany which he believes threaten his western

border. Coupled with his plans for substantial economic growth between

now and the turn of the century, the priority development of East-West

trade can be a very important way ofreducing tension and averting even

the possibility of conflict. Nations committed to and dependent upon

each other do not usually go to war. “The decisive priority”, says

President Husak, “is that the danger ofwar and ofnuclear destruction be

averted.” 1 hope that this book can help, in some small way, towards that

priority being achieved.

Robert Maxwei.t.

Oxford, September 1986
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Short Biography

Gustav Husak was born on 10 January 1913 in the small village of

Dubravka which is today a part of Bratislava; he was the third child m

a working-class family. His father worked mainly m a stone quarry,

and as a seasonal farmhand. His mother, whose maiden name was

Fratricova, died a year after his birth. When his father was sent to the

front after the outbreak of the First World War, he and his two small

sisters were left in the care of their grandmother.

He grew up in poor social conditions. From his youth, he learnt

harsh truth about the world of the rich and the world of the poor. Only

when the teacher who had recognized his abilities recommended i

strongly did the Husak family consent to his studies at a secondary school

in Bratislava. He was one of three boys who, in the history of his native

village, attended the secondary school, and the first who acquired

university education. He covered the expenses of h.s studies mostly by

teaching children from affluent families and by working in factories

during vacations.

His bitter childhood experiences in an environment of village pover ty,

his reading of socialist literature, his strong sense of social justice an

contacts with the revolutionary workers’ movement in Bratislava

showed him the way to Marxism-Leninism. He joined the Communis

Union of Youth in 1929, andbecame amember ofthe Communist Party

of Czechoslovakia in 1933. In the autumn of 1933 he began h.s studies at

the Faculty of Law at the Komensky (Comen.us) University of Bratis-

lava. By then, he was taking a deep interest in politics and participating

actively in political life. He became a leading personality of the
Commu-

nist Spolek socialislickych akademikov (Club of Socialist Academics),

and initiated the publication of its periodical Sip ( I he Arrow) which he

began to edit in March 1934.
. f , o

From 1934 he actively participated in a committee of the Slovak

leadership of the Communist Party which co-ordinated activities among

working-class and farm youth and students. He was also influential in

XI 11



xiv Speeches and Writings

the leading bodies of the Zvaz Ceskoslovenskeho studenstva (Union of

Czechoslovak Students). It was he who played a decisive part in uniting

the antifascist forces in these organizations. He also attended interna-

tional congresses of students—in Paris in 1935 and m Glasgow three

>C

His political development was strongly influenced by the unification

of democratic forces, the victory of the Popular Front in trance and the

struggle of Republican Spain against Franco. On behalf of the Comn u-

nist Party, he spoke at numerous public meetings against the fascist

danger, in defence of the Czechoslovak Republic against the threat of

Hitlerite aggression, and for the creation or a united people s ho .

Already by then, he was co-operating closely with the Party pro#,.an

contributing to the periodical of the revolutionary intelligentsia
_

From early youth he was attracted to the historical path showed by the

Great October Socialist Revolution and by the example of the Soviet

Union. A close relationship to the first country of socialism has become

his lifelong credo. In 1937 he became secretary of the SpoloCnost pre

hospodarske a kulturne styky so Sovietskym zvazom Society for Eco-

nomic and Cultural Relations with the Soviet Union) in Slovakia.

In 1937 he completed his university studies and earned the egree o

doctor of law. However, politics remained at the centre of hisacUvit.eS;

In 1938 he married Magda Lokvencova, with whom he worked in the

progressive students’ movement. From this marriage. Ins first son V ladi-

mir was born in 1944, and his second son Jan in 1946.

The Munich agreement of 1938 brought about the destruction of

prewar Czechoslovakia. The setting up of the Protectorate established

direct Nazi terrorist dictatorship in Bohemia and Moravia; m the Slovak

state Hitler’s Germany asserted its hegemony mainly through the

domestic clericofascisl forces. The Communist Party, with all other

democratic organizations, was banned.

A resistance movement against the fascist rule came into being. 1 he

Communist Party went underground. From the outset, Gustav Hus^k

took part in the work of its illegal municipal leadership in Bratislava. He

was taken several times into custody, and was interrogated and jailed.

The struggle against fascism required enormous sacrifices. 1 ohee

persecution broke up four illegal central leaderships of the Communist

Party of Slovakia. In August 1943 the 5th illegal central leadership ofthe

Party was formed. Its members were Karol Smidke. sent to Slovakia by

Klcmcnt Gottwald’s Moscow-based leadership of the Communist 1 ar ty

of Czechoslovakia, Gustav Husak and the poet Ladislav Novomesky

The work of the 5th illegal central leadership ofthe Communist Pai ty
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of Slovakia led to a fundamental turn in the anti-fascist struggle in

Slovakia. This was at the time when the victories of the Soviet Army at

Stalingrad and in the Kursk salient, and of the allied forces in other

theatres of operations, changed the course of the Second World War. In

December 1943 the Soviet Union and the Czechoslovak government in

exile in London concluded a treaty of friendship, assistance and post-war

co-operation. Just as in all the other occupied countries, the resistance

movement of the Czechoslovak people was growing in strength.

In view of the situation, the 5th illegal leadership of the Communist

Party of Slovakia decided to start preparations for a nationwide armed

anti-fascist uprising.

Gustav Ilusak played a decisive part in the establishment of the

Slovak National Council as the only resistance centre, and in the

drawing-up of its programme—the Christmas Accord of December

1943. The Communist Party and the most important forces ofbourgeois

resistance agreed to overthrow the fascist regime in Slovakia by an

armed uprising of the people, and to restore the Czechoslovak Republic

as a united, truly democratic state which would pursue a foreign policy

based on alliance and friendship with the Soviet Union.

Gustav Husak played a great role in securing the acceptance of the

principle that Czechoslovakia should be built as a common state of two

equal nations—the Czechs and the Slovaks—in which the legitimate

social needs of broad sections of the people would be met.

The Slovak National Uprising, declared on 29 August 1944, was one of

the largest anti-fascist actions in occupied Europe. Deep in the rear of the

enemy, the people succeeded for two months in defending the patriot-

held territory against much larger Nazi forces, and in starting to carry

out revolutionary changes.

From the outbreak of the uprising, Gustav Ilusak was one of its

leading representatives. As Deputy Chairman of the Slovak National

Council and Commissioner ofthe Interior, he initiated the building of a

system of people’s power, directed the activity of the revolutionary

National Committees, and organized the mobilization of forces in

defence of the patriot-held territory. He exerted great efforts to

strengthen the joint combat union of the regular army units, participat-

ing in the uprising, with the partisan movement, to secure a common

course of action of Communist and other political forces.

Gustav Husak deserves great credit for the preparation and results of

the unification congress of the Communist Party of Slovakia and the

Social Democratic Party on 17 September 1944, in Banska Bystrica, at

which he was elected Deputy Chairman of the Communist Party of
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Slovakia and a member of the Presidium of its Central Committee. He

contributed greatly towards the unification of the Slovak trade union

movement at a conference of factory committees and workshop activists

on 15 October 1944, in Podbrezova, at which he delivered the main

speech.

When the uprising was forced to retreat to the mountains, he con-

tinued to organize the anti-fascist resistance movement.

In January 1945 he left for Moscow, where he conferred with Klcment

Gottwald and other representatives of the leadership of the Communist

Parly ofCzechoslovakia on the tasks that needed to be done to complete

the liberation of Czechoslovakia and to develop the national and

democratic revolution. In March 1945 he attended the talks in Moscow

between the London and Moscow representatives of Czechoslovak

resistance and of the Slovak National Council, on the programme and

composition of the government of the National Front of the Czechs and

Slovaks. The programme of the first postwar Czechoslovak National

Front government was promulgated in Kosice at the beginning of April

1945.

In the territory which was being liberated by the Soviet Army,

Czechoslovak political and state bodies were resuming their activity.

Gustav Husak became a member of the temporary Central Committee

of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia. He directed the activity of

the Central Committee ofthe Communist Party ofSlovakia at that time,

and remained in government posts which he held during the Slovak

National Uprising.

From the first days after the end of the Second World War, he took an

active part in the efforts to overcome the heavy damage caused by the

war, to re-start industry, agriculture and transport and to secure food

and other supplies. With great energy, he worked for the attainment of

the goals set forth in the Kosice government programme. After the

elections in May 1946, and the formation of Klemenl Gottwald s

government, he became chairman of the executive government body in

Slovakia— the Board of Commissioners. He took part with full commit-

ment in the political struggle for the direction of domestic development

and of the foreign policy orientation ofCzechoslovakia in the spirit of the

national and democratic revolution. He worked with determination for

the consolidation ofthe democratic power ofthe people, for the national-

ization of big industry and financial institutions, for the implementation

of land reform, and for the social demands of the working people.

The attempts of right-wing bourgeois forces to reverse the initiated

development were deepening into a political crisis. It broke out at first in
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Slovakia in the autumn of 1947, and ended with their defeat. Gustav

Husak’s stand and his political activity played an important role in this.

The decisive political confrontation in Czechoslovakia took place in

February 1948. The attempt of bourgeois leaders to drive out the

Communists from the government ended in failure. Gustav Husak

participated actively in thwarting their plans in Slovakia. During the

February events, he was the main speaker at a mass public demon-

stration in Bratislava.

February 1948 opened the door to deep socialist transformations in

Czechoslovakia. Gustav Husak dealt with their gradual realization in

Slovakia in the programme statement of the Board of Commissioners in

March 1948. In addition to his chairmanship of the Board of Commis-

sioners, he was put in charge ofthe Department ofFood in January 1 949,

and in May of the same year he was appointed head of the farm policy

department of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of

Slovakia. At the 9th Congress of the Communist Party of Czecho-

slovakia, which worked out the general line of socialist construction, he

was elected member of the Central Committee of the Party.

At the end of March 1950 Gustav Husak was subjected to unjustified

criticism and, on the basis of fabricated accusations, deprived of his

Party and state functions. He was arrested in 1951, and m an unlawful

trial in 1954 sentenced to life imprisonment. He was set free in May 1 JW),

and legal lv and politically rehabilitated in 1963.

As a collaborator of the Slovak Academy of Sciences, he devoted

himself to scientific and publicizing work, mainly on questions relating

to the national liberation struggle of the Czechoslovak people in the

Second World War and its bequest of the development of a socialist

society. He wrote a book, Svedectvo o Slovenskom narodnom povstani (Testimony

to the Slovak National Uprising). The publication of the book was an event

of scientific and political importance, and drew extraordinary response.

The book was later published in a number of countries.

Already then, as a rank-and-file member of the Party, he had pointe

to the shortcomings and mistakes in the work of Party and state bodies

which had aggravated the political and social crisis in Czechoslovakia in

the second half of the 1960s.

Wishing to contribute to a positive development of society after

Januarv 1968, he accepted the function of a deputy premier in the

Czechoslovak government. He spoke out publicly against the destructive

activities of the right wing in the Party and against the anti-socialist
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forces in society which threatened the foundations ofthe socialist system

in Czechoslovakia and its external political ties.

In late August 1968 Gustav Husak took part in the talks between

Czechoslovak and Soviet political representatives in Moscow. He contri-

buted substantially towards the formulation and adoption of proposals

at the talks for overcoming the crisis. He followed a firm course towards

socialist consolidation in his positions as First Secretary of the Central

Committee of the Communist Party of Slovakia and member of the

Presidium of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Czecho-

slovakia, entrusted to him at the end of August 1968.

At its session on 17 April 1969 the Central Committee ofthe Commu-

nist Parly of Czechoslovakia elected Gustav I lusak its t irst Sccretai y It

was an important milestone in his life, and in the development of the

Communist Party, the Czechoslovak stale and society.

Thanks to the goal-orientated course of action of the leadership of the

Communist Party headed by Gustav Husak, the political struggle for

consolidation of socio-political conditions was successfully completed in

a relatively short time. In the spring of 1971 the 14th Congress of the

Communist Party of Czechoslovakia was held, and adopted a pro-

gramme of further development of Czechoslovak society. Gustav Husak

was elected General Secretary of the Central Committee of the Commu-

nist Party.

The programme, presented at the 14th Congress by Gustav Husak,

was based on the fact that, from the beginning of the 1970s, Czecho-

slovakia had entered a new stage of socio-economic development—the

stage of building an advanced socialist society, which required the

solution of a number of qualitatively new tasks.

On the basis of the results which were achieved, and with the new

needs of the development of society taken into account, the line of the

14th Congress of the Communist Party was elaborated further at the

15th Congress in 1976 and at the 16th Congress of the Party in 1981. At

these Congresses, as well as at the 17th Congress in March 1986, Gustav

Husak delivered programme reports of the Central Committee, and was

re-elected General Secretary.

For his high merit in the national liberation struggle, in the endeavour

to establish people’s power and in the building of a socialist society, as

well as for his personal qualities, Gustav Husak has earned the great

confidence of the Czechoslovak public, and high authority. This was

manifest also in his election, as the candidate of the National Front, to

the office of the President of the republic on 29 May 1975. He was re-

elected as head of state in 1980 and 1985.
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Systematic everyday work in carrying out the resolutions of the

Congresses of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia has become the

main content of Gustav Husak’s efforts as a politician and statesman,

and of his entire life.
. .

He devotes his main attention to the tasks of socio-economic develop-

ment, which he describes as the central area ofthe struggle for socialism^

fie deals with them in a large part ofhis speeches and addresses mwhic

he analyses and assesses especially the profound changes which have

taken place since the early 1970s in the domestic and external conditions

of Czechoslovakia’s socio-economic development. He stresses the neces-

sity of swift adaptability to the new conditions, and the need for efforts to

raise the effectiveness of the national economy and to speed up its

intensification. He points out from the beginning that these efforts must

be linked with the greater role of science and technology, with struct ura

changes in the economy, with improvements in the planning an

management of the national economy, and of the functioning of the

entire economic mechanism.

Gustav Husak consistently links solutions to all questions ofeconomic

development with the strengthening of social certainties and with raising

the standards of living.
,

,

He devotes special attention to the deepening of Czechoslovakia

participation in the process of international socialist integration. In

1984 he attended the economic summit of CMEA member states in

Moscow. In 1985 he signed programmes of long-term economic an

scientific-technological co-operation up to the year -000 betw

Czechoslovakia and the USSR, and with othercountr.es of the socialist

^inseparable part ofGustav Husak’s many-sided political activity is

his great concern for the development of the socialist state, for the work

of all component parts of the political system, for the deepening o

socialist democracy, and strict observance of sociahst lcgahty. The sta e

legal federative structure adopted, on his initiative, in 1969 has proved

its worth, contributing to the strengthening of fraternal relations be-

tween the Czech and Slovak nations, and to the deepening of the unity

and development of the Czechoslovak state.

At the instance of Gustav Husak, the Central Committee of the

Communist Party and the Czechoslovak government adopted measures

in 1982 which substantially extended the role and powers of National

Committees as elected territorial bodies of state power and administra-

tion.

Gustav Husak—also as Chairman of the Central Committee of the
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National Front of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic since
1971—places great stress on the constant strengthening of the National
Front as an alliance of social forces. He sees to it that all its component
parts, which also include two Czech and two Slovak non-Communist
political parties, as well as social and group-interest organizations of
working people, participate actively in decision making and in the
exercise of power. He meets regularly with representatives of the revolu-
tionary trade union movement, youth, women’s and other social organi-
zations, and speaks at their congresses and sessions.

Aspects of ideological work and of the development of culture,
education and the arts, and the transformation of social conscious-
ness, have an important place in the political and state activities of
Gustav Husak. In many of his addresses, speeches and articles he
stresses the need for a creative development of the Marxist-Leninist
theory.

He attaches great importance to the education of working people by
history, to the broadening of the historical perception of the people. In
his speeches and articles dealing with lessons from national and revolu-
tionary struggles, he returns repeatedly to the historical sources of the
present, to the logic and meaning of the Czechoslovak revolution. He
underlines that the people’s choice of the socialist orientation was the
logical outcome of Czechoslovak history, that it grew out from the deep
internal needs of social development and the historical experience of the
masses, and from the struggle for national and social rights of the Czech
and Slovak nations.

He emphasizes that the indispensable prerequisite ofthe development
of society and socialist consciousness is the strengthening of relations
between the Czech and Slovak peoples and the ethnic minorities in the
Czechoslovak state. He regards the unity of the Czechoslovak people as
one of the most valuable historical gains.

It is his conviction that differences in world outlook and philosophy
must not be an obstacle to the unity of the people. He stresses too that the
socialist state respects the religious feelings of believers, the absolute
majority ofwhom support the programme of socialist construction and
contribute actively to its implementation.

Permanently in the forefront of Gustav Husak's attention is care for
the strengthening of the Marxist -Leninist character of the Com-
munist Party of Czechoslovakia, improvement of its internal life, growth
of its leading role in society, and reinforcement of its ties with the
working people. The authority of the Communist Party and the popular
support for its policy is also reflected in the growth of its membership
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base in the influx into its ranks of the coming generations of all classes

Communist Party of Czechoslovakia and President of the C^oslovak

Socialist Republic, participates extensively in world affairs,

international dialogue on ways leading to the preservation of peace to

the prevention of a global nuclear conflict, to disarmament and for

positive turn in international relations.
. , , •

, Tn

The strengthening of Czechoslovakia s relations with the Soviet Ur -

ion and the other states of the socialist community is in the forefront o

Gustav Husak’s international activity. In May 19/0 he played a

role in the conclusion of a new treaty of alliance with the Soviet I n.on

and in subsequent years with other states of the socialist community As

a representative of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia and the

Czechoslovak Socialist Republic, he attends be ings of the highest

representatives of the socialist countries on international problems a

topical aspects ofco-operation between the states ofthe socialist commu-

nity He has regular bilateral meetings with leading representatives o

allied countries On behalf of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia

he attended and addressed the 24th, 25th, 26th and 27th Congresses of

the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, as well as a

Congresses ofCommunist and workers’ parties ofother fraternal socialist

C

°Gustlv Husak maintains broad and intensive contacts with promi-

nent political personalities in developing countries.

As the leading representative of the Communist Party of Czecho-

Slovakia and a prominent personality in the international Communist

and workers' movement, he meets regularly with rePr“Cn“'"'
b

revolutionary and anti-imperialist forces. He has visited Cuba Libya

Ethiopia, Syria, India, Vietnam, Kampuchea, Laos, Mongolia, the

People’s Democratic Republic of Korea and Yemen.

He attaches great importance to the development of normal relations

with advanced capitalist countries in the spirit of the Pnn '-P 1“

peaceful coexistence of states with different social systems and in th

interest of mutually advantageous political economic, >cl'ntl^
t“^ /

logical and cultural co-operation. This is also the purpose of his numer

ous talks with leading politicians of these states.

Negotiations with the Federal Republic ofGermany were held under

the guidance of Gustiv Husak. In 1974 they resulted in the signing of an

agreement between Czechoslovakia and the FRG which recognized i

nullity of the Munich pact and created conditions for normalization o
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strength from the fact that he is the free, sovereign master, creator and

user of all riches of his country.
'

Gustav Husak is extensively active as a publicist; he has written

several books. Tn recognition of his work, he has been honoured by

the awards of numerous Czechoslovak and foreign orders and

decorations.
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Address delivered at a ceremonial

session on the occasion of the 40th
anniversary of the culmination of the

national liberation struggle of the

Czechoslovak people and the liberation

of Czechoslovakia by the Soviet (Red)

Army
8 May 1985

Esteemed Guests, Dear Friends, Comrades!

It is with deep emotion that we arc today recalling the glorious May of

forty years ago, when with the crushing of Hitlerite Nazism the Second

World War ended in Europe. I’he victorious culmination ofthe national

liberation struggle and the liberation of our homeland by the Soviet

Army* brought the Czechoslovak people the restoration of national

freedom and state independence. 9 May 1945 became the symbol of the

beginning of our new life, the day on which, with gratitude and love,

fighting Prague welcomed its liberators.

The march of time is continuously bringing new events and these are

overshadowing the past happenings. The memory of nations will,

however, forever retain the tremendous efforts and vast sacrifices which

had to be made before victory could be achieved. The nations will never

forget that it was the Soviet Union which deserved decisive credit for the

defeat of fascism and the salvation of human civilization. Its heroic

example roused millions of people to take up the fight against Nazi

subjugation. The influence and attraction of the ideas of socialism grew

•Throughout the war and in the immediate postwar years, the title Red Army was used. This

was later changed to Soviet Army. Technically, therefore, it was the Red Army that liberated

Prague in 1945.

HSW-A
1
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anti-Hitlerite coalition. For us, the heroism and sacrifices ofthe people in

the national liberation struggle are a source of national pride and
patriotism. They are a living fount of determination and total commit-

ment to renewed effort.

We recall these memorable events in the awareness that history

provides the greatest school for the nations. The great class and national

struggles of the forties remind their contemporaries, and enlighten the

generations which have not experienced them, about the circumstances

which caused the fundamental turn in the historical destinies of our

nations, of the sources from which our present was born, from which the

leading role of the working class and of the Communist Party has grown,

and from which our friendship and alliance with the Soviet Union were

forged.

One of our most important tasks is concern that the coming genera-

tions should assimilate the dearly paid experiences of the people, to

consider it their honourable duty to protect and display this legacy.

The march of historical events has tested not only people but also

political streams and their ideologies. In the twenty years of its rule the

bourgeoisie in pre-war Czechoslovakia had been incapable either of

resolving social and nationality questions or of securing reliable interna-

tional guarantees of the existence of our state. It disappointed the hopes

of the people, which rightly saw in the inception of our state in 1918

significant progress for our nations. The bourgeoisie climaxed its era

with the Munich capitulation and, much of it, also with treachery and

collaboration with the occupying power. Under the influence of these

tragic experiences, the conviction ripened in broad sections ofthe people

that a more just order had to be forcibly established in the restored state,

and a new leadership put at the head of our nations.

The Communist Party was gaining increasing trust and support

among the people. It was the most consistent fighter for the defence ofthe

Republic, the most selfless force in the national liberation struggle, the

most determined factor in the struggle for a new, people’s Czecho-

slovakia.

What sort of society and state, what sort ofpolicy and allies the people

wanted, had already become apparent during the Slovak National

Uprising. In the liberated insurgent areas the popular masses began

enthusiastically to carry out revolutionary transformations which repre-

sented the beginning of our national and democratic revolution.

The great ideas of national freedom and social justice were also a

guiding force of the anti-fascist struggle of the Czech people, whose

sacrifice-filled fight against the occupiers culminated exactly forty years
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aRo in the memorable May Uprising. We recall with gratitude the

heroism of Czech patriots who in the spirit of the revolutionary tradi-

tions of the people, roseup in Prague and in hundreds ofother towns and

communities against the hated fascist subjugation. Due to the commu-

nists, and under the inHuence of the working class and broad popular

masses, who took the decisive share in combat actions, the rising had

strongly progressive character. It contributed to the thwarting of the

Nazis® plans in the concluding phase of the war and to the completion of

the liberation of our country. It deserves significant credit for establish-

ing our people’s democratic power. It occupies an honourable place in

our national liberation struggle and it constitutes a glorious chapter of

our modern history.

Comrades!

Our anti-fascist struggle was inseparably linked with the heroic fight of

the Soviet people in the Great Patriotic War. Our people drew encour-

agement, courage and hope in the darkest hours tall* funious

victories of the Soviet Army near Moscow, at Stalingrad, at Kursk and in

°' Ataadyin^ourse of last year and during the first months of this

jubilee year, at rallies throughout the country—in Banska Bystrica a

the Dukla Pass, in KoSice, Bratislava, Brno, Ostrava and, m the last few

days, also in Prague-millions of our citizens recollected thejoyous

moments when forty years ago the victorious Soviet troops brought them

their liberation. These will forever rank among the happiest hours in the

history of our nations. . . c . ,

With profound respect we pay tribute to the memory of the Soviet

heroes who fought and died also for our freedom. We w.ll never forge

that our alliance with the Soviet Union was born in the common fight

and was sealed by the blood shed together.

In their eventful history our nations have had to undergo frequent and

hard struggles for their very being. The Munich tragedy showed what

fateful signifieancc the securing of international guarantees of their

existence held for them. This question was settled once and for all, wi

final validity by our alliance with the Soviet Union. Our people there ore

secs in friendship with the First Socialist State of the world the supreme

legacy of its national liberation struggle, the firm and enduring interna-

tional guarantee of its statehood.
F
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following up the memorable treaty of alliance already concluded in the

difficult war years, in December 1943. In the spirit of this treaty we shall

continue to tighten and develop in every possible way our fraternal ties

with the Soviet Union. We deeply appreciate the fact that our relations

are marked by full, mutual trust and understanding, and that our co-

operation is constantly widening and enriching itself.

We send warm greetings from today’s session to the Soviet people, its

Leninist Communist Party and its Central Committee. YY'e assure our

Soviet friends that we will always remain faithful to our treaty.

Today we are also recalling the share of all other states of the anti-

Hitlerite coalition in the common victory. We appreciate the contribu-

tion of Americans, British, Polish and Romanian soldiers, ofmembers of

all nationalities who fought on Czechoslovak territory against the

common enemy. We recollect the merits and sacrifices of the people of

Yugoslavia, France and Greece, as well as of other countries engaged in

the struggle against fascism.

Comrades!

A new, people’s democratic Czechoslovakia rose out of the horrors and

sufferings of w'ar, a Czechoslovakia in which the working people took up

the leading position. The programme of the first Government of the

National Front, proclaimed at KoSice, was worked out at the initiative

and with the decisive say of the communists. It was a programme of the

continuing unfolding of the national and democratic revolution, of a

new political structure, of the profound democratization of social life. It

was a programme for equal, fraternal relations between the Czech and

Slovak nations, for far-reaching economic, social and cultural reforms

and for a new foreign policy. It was a programme for building a society

directed toward the aim of socialism.

Millions of working people whom the revolution imbued with im-

mense energy set about building this society with enthusiasm and

selflessness. They set up Revolutionary National Committees, built

revolutionary unified trades unions, a unified organization of farmers

and youth. They began to restore the war-ravaged economy. They

successfully pressed for nationalization and land reform. They helped

create a people’s army and new security organs dedicated to the people.

They shared in the resettlement of the Czech border regions, where

hundreds of thousands of people from all over our state found a

permanent home. In the work of construction and in the great political

struggles of the post-war years the working people successfully defended
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discrimination have been eliminated forever. The people has become the

ruler, manager, creator and consumer of everything of value.

Thanks to the selfless work of the people, our society is politically

stable, socially consolidated, economically strong and culturally devel-

oped. It is based on the firm unity ofthe workers, farmers and intelligent-

sia. In its dynamic development it is demonstrating its ability to perfect

itself continuously, to reject everything that has not proved itself or has

become outdated, to search for and verify new ways and means. It is a

society of creative activity, essentially forward-looking, open to new

ideas and initiatives; a society which is justified in looking with confi-

dence to the future.

Among the principal sources of our development is the working and

political activity of the popular masses. The democratic nature of our

society lies in the fact that it is the working people who are forming the

representative organs throughout the country. It lies in the fact that

some 200,000 Deputies, in addition to hundreds of thousands of mem-

bers of commissions of National Committees of all levels, implement

state power and administration, within the scope of their authority, with

broad citizen participation. Our socialist democracy, that is, the political

system of our National Front, is uniting all our people—Communists,

members of other political parties, non-Party members and members of

social organizations—in harmonious work for the prosperity of our

homeland.

An important part of our socialist democracy is the many-sided

activity of more than seven million members of the Revolutionary

Trades Union Movement in the application ofthe interests and rights of

the working people, in the expansion of their participation in the

management of and co-responsibility for high quality work and its

results. Another aspect of our socialist democracy is the fact that

hundreds of thousands of farmers are administering such an important

sector of our economy as co-operative agriculture.

The purpose and content of our socialist democracy arc being realized

through the activity of all organizations of the National Front, in which

millions of people—workers from all sectors, women and young

people—are actively pursuing their interests and taking daily part in

social happenings. We know that the existing possibilities are not being

fully utilized everywhere, and that the necessary scope for people’s

initiative is not being provided everywhere, because of formal and

bureaucratic approaches. We shall do our utmost to enable this broad

stream of democracy to continue to deepen as the main direction of the

development of our political system, and to enrich the forms of popular
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participation in the shaping, implementation and control of policyWe are fully justified in saying that from the point of view of theworking man our system is incomparably more democratic than anybourgeois democracy, m which, though the impression is given that thepeople makes the decisions, this deceptive fagadc conceals Ae rule ofthebourgeoisie, of the privileged classes, and ofthe might ofcapital It is realh„ f„r the representative, of countries whfeh for centuries hlv

'

been enslaving entire continents and which even today are not capableof securing for mfflions of their citizens a, least the most fonda"
ight the possibility to work and live decently—to present themselvestoday as fighters for democracy and human rights.
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relatively d'eveT^ ^
ZechoS,OVakia used to rank among the economicallyrelatively developed countr.es, our industry is today producing in lessthan one month as much as it did before the war in a whole year Themore than sixfold growth of the national income over its 1937 level bassecured us a solid place among the economically developed states

1 he mam credit for the results achieved goes to the working class

society

3

1Pic

''** 8t
°°? the teSt as the decisive social force in ou^society. Its quantitative growth, the marked rise in its educational level— °“«ai,d US grCat P°litical and organizationalmaturity as well as its significant social initiatives, arc creating the

prerequisites for the continuing growth of its role in the drive forcientific and technical progress, for the intensification of the nationaleconomy, and for the continued successful development of societ!

carry ouTln^T^
°' const™tion include the resolution tocarry out one of the most important but also most complicated
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the whole of society. We have built up a modern, highly mechanized

agriculture, which has achieved a significant growth in output an

labour productivity. It is successfully ensuring the nourishment of t e

people and coping with the task of reaching self-sufficiency m fo

production. Poverty and toil, to which capitalism condemned small

peasants the landless and the farm labourers, now belong to the past.

The deep discrepancies between town and village, inherited from re

past have been eliminated. Today our villages wear a completely new

face’ living a full, active and contented life which could not even have

been dreamt of under capitalism.

Comrades!

Our stable and swift economic growth has created the resourcesfor

fulfilling stage by stage the principal purposes of our endeavours-to

improve the life of people, to satisfy their growing mater,a and mtellec-

tual needs and to create conditions for all-round development. The

revolutionary measures taken by popular power have abolished the class

privileges o7the bourgeoisie, bridged the social class d' ffer'n“s

rectified the great wrongs done by the bourgeoisie to the broad, popula

masses We "have devoted great efforts and means to ehmmating

backward areas suffering from want and to the equitable development

result of the past forty years to be the striking

rise in the living standards of all strata of the people. Soc.ahsm has r

dL of the burdensome uncertainty and fear for their hvehhood. 1 he

right to work has become a matter ofcourse. 1 ogether with the growt

personal consumption there has been a particularly strong rise also in

social consumption, which is an inseparable feature of socialist society.

The wide range of social guarantees includes support in pregnancy a

for^amihes wfth children, a developed system of security in old age and

sickness free medical care, and so on. Today, we are allocating some

160 000* million Czechoslovak crowns annually from societal resources

for ’these purposes. This represents roughly one-th.rd of the nation

income -nine times as much as was spent for these purposes in 1948

We have begun the large-scale construction and reconstruction of

Prague, Bratislava and other towns and entire areas By building smce

thefnd of the war, more than three million new dwelling units m which

over nine million people now live, we have made significant strides

improving the housing conditions of the working people. 1 he extensive

modernization of existing housing has contributed to this, especially
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the countryside. One could speak similarly of results ^ other sectors^

Today, all this seems to be a matter of course; yet m drawing up

balance sheet of the past forty years it is necessary to recall these facte.

The endeavour to improve all aspects of the life of the.P*?Plc^

^

ensure their harmonious development will continue to be in the centre o

attention of the Communist Party, the National Front and the socialist

state We shall continue to emphasize the dynamic of the creation of

resources and the growth of labour productivity m order to meet

increasing needs, to react to new problems and to ensure continuing

improvement in the general living and working conditions of the people,

*

" The' conldsten t'^applica'tion of the socialist principle of remuneradon

according to work done is assuming increasing significance. The rise

living standards will have to be consistently linked to the contribute

made to society; egalitarianism must be overcome and material moti a-

tion in quality and conscientious work must be reinforced.

It wifi, in my view, not be at variance with the ceremonial nature of

today’s session ifwe emphasize the need to substantially tighten control

over the harmony between quantity ofwork and consumption, the need

to take more resolute action against all manifesto,ons of parasitism on

the accomplishments and humanism of our socialist system, and agamst

everything that is at variance with our socialist principles whether this

concerns unearned income, speculation or similar matters. We are gomg

to do our utmost to ensure that such phenomena find no place

“the" building ofsocialism has always been linked with the struggle for

the development of the new man. This has required a constant fight

against selfishness and individualism, agamst the most varied prejudic

cultivated in people for centur.es by exploiting societies, n the course of

the practical building of socialism people are assimilating rnernhs

values, the ideas of socialist patriotism and intematmnahsjmThe
tel g

for the collective and a positive attitude to the needs of the whole of

society are being fostered, a socialist mode is being shaped. The mtellec

tual flee of our present is being determined by the ideas of socml.

humanism and by Marxism-Leninism. We know, however, how diffieu

the transformation of the human consciousness is, how complicated

for all working people ,o understand their'new status .and new responsi-

bility, how much demanding work there is still ahead of us in this field.

Evidence of the care which socialism is devoting to education and

culture is provided by the unprecedented development and democrati-

zation of the school system, by the building up of a strong scientific
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operation will be, the stronger will be our common home—the Czecho-

slovak Socialist Republic.

Comrades!

In the field of foreign policy the principal outcome of the past four

decades is the reliable, international safeguarding of our independence,

of our socialist system, and of the peaceful life of our people. ur

alliance, friendship and co-operation with the Soviet Union and e

other fraternal countries have fully proved themselves as a guarantee on

which wc can always, and in everything, rely.

The socialist community, to which we belong, is an international bond

of a new type which, for the first time in history, bases relations between

states on the principles of equality, parity, mutual co-operation and aid

and on unity of ideas, interests and aims. Membership of this communi

has become an irreplaceable support in the resolution of our political,

economic and defence tasks. In harmony with the vital interests of our

people, and fully aware of our internationalist responsibility, we will

continue to do our utmost to contribute to cementing the community s

unity and cohesion, and to share in the common struggle for peace and

''"weTonsider the Warsaw Treaty to be the linch pin of our alliances.

Wc regard the recent signing in Warsaw ofthe protocol on the prolonga-

tion of its validity as a step of historic significance, safeguarding
not on y

the security and vital interests of our own people aud of the sociahs

states, but also peace in Europe and throughout the world. 1 he top-level

talks which we conducted in Warsaw were also in harmony with this.

Current international developments fully demonstrate how impor-

tant it is for us to have good friends and reliable allies. The reactionary

forces of imperialism are carrying on their policy ofheightening interna-

tional tension, attempting to undermine the socialist system and s ep-

ping up their material preparations for a military conflagration. Excep-

tionally dangerous are their intentions to extend their armaments into

outer space; these designs are threatening to frustrate the results of the

prolonged efforts to limit armaments, and will make the military anc

political confrontation even more acute.

The socialist countries are threatening no-one; they are not seeking

military superiority, they are in favour ofa balance offerees at the lowest

possible level. The peace overtures of the Warsaw Treaty member

countries and the persistent peace initiatives of the Soviet U nion are

aimed at averting the threat of war, at improving the international

climate, and at p
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climate and at promoting constructive international
co-operation in theSI Helsinki accords. The Soviet Union has on numerous pas.

occasions demonstrated-^ it is now demonstrating also by its approach

to the current talks in Geneva on spacelandInuc ear weapons and U. h

overall development of its relations wtth the United Sta,“-dhat . »

nrepared to resolve honourably, on the basis of equality and equal

security all questions of arms limitation, especially concerning nuclear

ariT Ind of averting the militarization of space. Unfortunately, its

effort’s are no. ye. meeting with a corresponding response from the other

“
The Warsaw Treaty member states will step up their vigorous peace

cnlalrThey cannot, however, tolerate the violation of the exn mg

balance of forces for which the imperialists are striving. That is why,

the in ere ts of peace as well as ofour own security, we attach fundamen-

tal significance^ the join, defence measures in which we are taking an

active part in our own as well as in the common interest.

The world peace movement has a tremendous potential. Fhe nations

of all continents wish to live in peace. We are convinced that by thejoint

efforts of all peace-loving forces, regardless of their political persuasion

weshall succeed in the end in averting the danger ofwar. Our people will

'"*1
n'the spkkof the prmc.ples of peaceful coexistence, socialist Czecho-

slovakia ifstriving to promote a political dialogue and -stru„
nneration with the developed capitalist countries, foi the better utiliza

,ion of existing possibilities for the development of mutual relations.

There must, naturally, be good will on the other side as welh

We are in complete solidarity with the revolutionary struggle the

nations of Asia, Africa and Latin America against the imperia ls! po .cy

Z2L and interference. We have in recent day. hel^m
spirit with a Nicaraguan delegation visiting this country. We trust

these nations will prevail in their just fight.

Comrades!

When drawing up the balance sheet ofthe past forty yearswe can rightly

underline the historical successes of socialist construction. ey provi

unequivocal evidence of the right, necessary and just course ehosen by

%e.
Z

we do^MoTriook the difficulties and errors, nor the fact that

ceruln distortions have taken place. I, has been necessary »— ffi

imperialists’ attempts to interfere in our internal affairs. The working



14 Speeches and Writings

people have had to learn as they went along to administer the state and

run the economy. The Communist Party has also had to learn from its

own experiences, phase by phase to cope with some of the simplistic

notions about the building of socialism and with attempts at over-rapid

development which have manifested themselves at several stages. It

succeeded, however, in overcoming all obstacles, rectifying its mistakes

and finding strength for renewed advance.

Particularly serious consequences followed from subjectivism and

voluntarism, from the retreat from Marxist-Leninist principles and class

positions, which provided the breeding ground for the growth of the

extreme crisis in the second half of the sixties. The internationalist aid of

the fraternal countries gave the Marxist-Leninist forces a firm base for

waging the struggle to defeat the anti-socialist and rightist forces. The

experiences gained in this struggle were summed up by the CPCz
Central Committee in the document entitled “Lessons Drawn from the

Crisis in the Party and Society after the 13th Congress ofthe Communist

Party of Czechoslovakia”, which was adopted fifteen years ago.

The principled course of action taken by the new Party leadership,

which was winning increasingly wide support among the masses, made it

possible, after April 1969, to overcome the crisis politically and to

embark on a new stage of development. The programme of building an

advanced socialist society, which was worked out by the 14th Congress

and expanded by the 15th and 16th Congresses, proceeded from the

long-term character of this stage. It provided a truthful and clear answer

to the needs of society and guaranteed our people its certainty of life and

work. That is why it was adopted by the entire National Front. Our

whole people united in its fulfilment. Consequently significant progress

has been made in all spheres since the 14th CPCz Congress. This

includes the difficult, phased adaptation of our economy to rapidly

growing demands, the restoration of the dynamic of its development,

especially in the most recent years, the strengthening ofthe external and

internal balance, the rise in living standards and the strengthening of the

people’s social guarantees. We can rightly say that despite all the

problems with which we have to grapple, the results form a fitting part of

the balance sheet of the past forty years.

Comrades!

The best expression of the fundamental attitude of our people to the

legacy of the national liberation struggle and the forty years ofconstruc-

tion are the thousands ofvaluable socialist pledges undertaken in honour
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basis it is fully realistic to demand strikingly better results. The future

successful development of our socialist society depends on this.

The revolutionary nature of the present era lies in our realization

everywhere of the urgency of these demands, of the need to speed up the

socio-economic development of our society and to set about the tasks

which we intend to resolve during the pre-congress preparations in this

very spirit. The firm basis from which we will always proceed in

everything we do is provided by the principles ofMarxism-Leninism and

socialist internationalism, the strengthening and development of our

socialist system.

We shall concentrate our forces and energy on the even more consis-

tent implementation of our policy of increasing efficiency and speeding

up the switching of the national economy to a course of intensive

development. In doing so we attach key significance to the more resolute

assertion of scientific and technological progress, to the restructuring,

reconstruction and modernization of the national economy, and to the

consistent implementation of the objectives adopted. We link the solu-

tion of all these tasks with the deepening of our participation in

international socialist integration within the framework of the Council

for Mutual Economic Assistance.

In preparing the Eighth Five-year Plan we shall strive lor a more

marked growth of productivity and for a substantial raising of the

quality of all work. A question of fundamental significance for us is that

of more determined progress in perfecting our system of management

and planning, which dictate the functioning of the entire economic

mechanism. All these are the prerequisite for the required growth of the

national income and for satisfying the growth material and spiritual

needs of people.

Proceeding from the unity between socio-economic development and

the perfecting ofsocial, primarily production relations, we shall strive for

the continuing development of our political system. In doing so we shall

turn our main attention to the activities of National Committees, to the

activation of the social organizations of the National Front, and to the

increasing role of workers’ collectives. In the forefront of our attention

will be the perfecting of the entire system of ideational-educational

impact, the consolidation of our socialist values in the life of society.

We shall create the necessary conditions for the more effective applica-

tion of the inexhaustible energy and strength, knowledge and experience

of our people, its interest and consciousness in resolving the tasks of social

development, in turning our possibilities and perspectives into reality.

As in the past, it is of great significance to us that in this process we are
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tackling similar

studying their e;

putting forward

were expressed

speech made by

Comrades!

We base our c

great endeavou

wc have alread

pie to continue

and political rr

nist Party of C
rious ideas of

creatively.

The revolutic

linked to the sti

the fact that fc

interests of the

out a programr

class and worki

The Party h

responsibility t<

and goal other 1

homeland. Dui

national freeck

socialism, the <

and unstinted ;

Out of this

workers’ trust ;

appreciate this

retain it also ii

people. Its firir

intend also to

Under the 1

Soviet Union a

course of build

Honour and

our working pi



The future

this.

realization

peed up the

ut the tasks

tions in this

proceed in

minism and

:nent of our

more consis-

nd speeding

of intensive

nore resolute

^structuring,

y,
and to the

ink the solu-

;icipation in

'the Council

c for a more

aising of the

: for us is that

management

ire economic

growth of the

and spiritual

•lopment and

shall strive for

ng so we shall

nittees, to the

nt, and to the

our attention

il-educational

fe of society,

xtive applica-

,nd experience

; tasks ofsocial

es into reality,

process we are

Address delivered at a ceremonial session 1

7

able to rely on the experience of the fraternal countries which arc-

tackling similar problems. We are therefore devoting great attention to

studying their experiences, and especially to the ideas which the C HSU is

putting forward during the preparations for its 27th Congress, as they

were expressed at the April Session of its Central Committee in the

speech made by its General Secretary, Comrade Mikhail S. Gorbachev.

Comrades!

We base our certainty of the success of the further progress of the

great endeavour commenced forty years ago on the firm foundation

we have already created, on the unity and determination of our peo-

ple to continue on our socialist course. We base it on the ideological

and political maturity, the revolutionary experience of the Commu-

nist Party of Czechoslovakia; on its unshakeable fidelity to the victo-

rious ideas of Marxism-Ixminism; and on its ability to apply them

creatively. . . ,. . ...

The revolutionary achievement of the past forty years is indivisi j y

linked to the struggle and work of our Party. Its leading role grew out ot

the fact that for entire decades it had been selflessly fighting for the

interests of the working people, that it had proved capable of working

out a programme of socialist construction and of guiding the working

class and working people in its implementation. ... . .

The Party has honourably fulfilled and is fulfilling its historical

responsibility towards the Czechoslovak people. It has no other interest

and goal other than to serve these interests, to serve the prosperity ofour

homeland. During the struggle against exploitation, in the fight lor

national freedom and popular power, and during the building o

socialism, the Communists have demonstrated exemplary enthusiasm

and unstinted selflessness.

Out of this has grown and is constantly gaining in strength the

workers’ trust and support, extended by the people to our Party. We

appreciate this trust and support immensely. We will do our utmost to

retain it also in future and to maintain the Party’s close links with the

people. Its firm basis is the realistic, honest and open policy which we

intend also to continue consistently in future. ...
Under the leadership of the Communist Party, together with the

Soviet Union and the fraternal countries, our people will continue on its

course of building an advanced socialist society.

Honour and glory to the fighters of the national liberation struggle, to

our working people!

S
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Honour and glory to the courageous Soviet people and to its heroic

Ll

Long Uv^and Hourish our friendship and alliance with the Soviet

Union and the other fraternal countries!

May our homeland-the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic—flourish.

Long live peace throughout the world!

Long live the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia. Report on
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Report on the activities of the Party

and the development of society sine

the 13th Congress of the CPCz. and

on other Party tasks, delivered at the

1 4th Party Congress

26 May 1971

Excerpts

Esteemed Comrades and Delegates!

TCI or the Communist Party of Czechoslovak^

- -—
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rightist opportunist, revisionist and anti-socialist forces; the cleansing of

the Party and of social and State bodies: and the restoration of Marxist-

Leninist principles in the policy of the Party and in the activities of the

State.

After two years of determined and exhausting political, organiza-

tional work on the part of hundreds of thousands of communists we can

justifiably state that the Party is ideologically, politically and organiza-

tionally united, and capable of action. Our society has been consoli-

dated, and the economy has again achieved stability, and is acquiring a

dynamic rate ofdevelopment. The social and legal security of the people

is assured. By its political course and concrete results the Communist

Party of Czechoslovakia is winning the continually increasing confi-

dence and support of the working class and other strata ofworkers. It has

again become the leading force in our socialist society and a firm link in

the international communist movement.

We have fully restored the friendly tics and bonds of alliance with the

Soviet Union and with the other socialist countries.

The restoration of normal conditions for the creative work and life of

the working people—the overall results of consolidation in the Party, in

the social organizations, in State and representative bodies, in the

economic and social spheres and in our foreign relations—has made it

possible for a regular Party Congress to be convened.

During the pre-Congress campaign all the basic organizations, district

and regional conferences and the Congress of the Communist Party of

Slovakia expressed full agreement with the political course of our

Central Committee and the practical activity of its bodies. The recent

demonstrations on the occasion of 1 May, which were held in almost

1000 communities in our Republic and attended by several million

people, showed the high degree of our Party’s unity with the broad

masses, and the support of the workers, farmers and intelligentsia for the

policy of the Central Committee. The preparation ofthe Party Congress

proceeded in accordance with the Statutes. It was accompanied by

widespread working initiative in plants and other places of work to

commemorate the 50th anniversary of the Communist Party of Czecho-

slovakia and its 14th Congress. . .

The Crisis and Its Causes
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this context no analysis or specification was made of the other tasks ofthe

class struggle that exist in a very young socialist society or of the

production^ social and ideological conditions ofthe all-round tn^ora-

ion of the former petty-bourgeois strata into the system of socialist mass

production. Marx, Engels and Lenin always stressed the all-round

nature of the class struggle from which it is impossible
idTof the

sion to leave out either the economic, political or ideological sides of the

matter. Above all, the moulding of socialist man- -the great battfcTor

socialist consciousness, the battle against inertia, against

tendencies, and, under our conditions, against the effect o strong

bourgeois stratum and various social democratic traditions andmfluw-

ees- -was not backed up by an effective programme The international

aspects of our development, determined by the clearly defined clas.

antagonism of the contemporary world, substantially strengthened *e

urgency of the political-ideological struggle. A strong enough fight wa

not waged against growing rightist opportunism in the Party which was

a reflection of the influence of the domestic petty-bourgeois strata and

international influences.
, ,

The Party leadership did not even draw any conclusions or lessons

from the Hungarian counter-revolution and did not arm the Par y

against the methods of ideological diversion, which the imperialists had

bf-gun to use as the major weapon against the socialist countries. T his

was connected with the endeavour on the part of Novotny s leade, ship o

ignore or postpone the rectification of the mistakes and errors made in

the 1950s\ for which he bore direct political responsibility^ From

unwillingness to judge the actual situation on the basis ofaMarxisj-

Lcninist analysis, all sorts of improvizations inevitably arose,bo h in the

economy and in the political and ideological spheres; from this ensued

the disorientation of the Party. The increasing contradiction between

words and deeds was markedly evident in unr^l conceptions injhe

economic field, the consequence of which was the failure of the T

Five-year Plan and the stagnation of our economy.

At the time that Czechoslovakia became the object of the concen

trated attack of political and ideological subversion from ant,commu-

nist centres in the West, which concentrated on disparaging the p

ciples and values of socialism and on inciting nationals and anti-Soviet

moods and petty-bourgeois prejudices. The unprincipled pol.cyo

Party leadership enabled people, including even those who did not stand

on the positions ofsocialism, to occupy key positions in culture, soc

sciences and the mass media, as well as in mass organizations and in

State and Party bodies. At the same time, the mistaken methods of the
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Party leadership discouraged many upright and honest communists
from a committed fight in this sphere.

The 13th Congress of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia drew
critical attention to certain unhealthy trends in our domestic-political
life, and, in its conclusions, stressed the necessity of overcoming them.
The decisions and resolutions of the 13th Congress pointed quite cor-
rectly to a wide range of problems which it was necessary to solve.
However, the carrying out of the tasks laid down by the 13th Congress
did not correspond to the real needs and did not take into account the
critical voices heard in the pre-Congress discussion. Moreover, the
unprincipled attitude towards grave problems was often complicated
by the Party leadership, by certain administrative measures and by
an unsensitive attitude to the nationalities’ question, particularly in
regard to relations between the Czechs and the Slovaks. Because of
Novotny’s views, the long-term perspective of rapprochement between
socialist nations was distorted to one of bureaucratic centralism,
which inevitably resulted in deforming the equal relations between
our nations.

The entire development provoked tension within the Party and
society, leading to formalism in internal Party life, the passivity ofa great
number of Party members and the toleration inside the Party of views
which are incompatible with socialism. By the middle of 1967, it was
already evident that a grave crisis had matured in the party and society.
The results of a broad, internal Party inquiry, held before the October
plenum of the Central Committee of the CPCz in 1967, showed that
Party organizations were justly criticizing the Party leadership for not
solving urgent social and economic problems and for permitting a
growing denigration of the work of the Party and its history, and
dissemination of negativism and petty-bourgeois attitudes. They de-
manded that the Central Committee solve these problems in the spirit of
the 13th Congress. The situation in our Party reached a stage at which it

was absolutely essential that resolute measures be taken against the
shortcomings and errors occurring in the implementation of Congress
decisions, in order to improve the situation in the Party leadership; these
measures included Antonin Novotny’s departure from the function of
First Secretary. This task was solved by the Central Committee at its

session in January 1968. Proceeding from the line laid down by the 13th
Party Congress, the Central Committee stressed the necessity to bring
the activity of the Communist Party ofCzechoslovakia more in line with
its ideological positions and to confirm its leading position in society; the
need to strengthen the ties between the Czechs and the Slovaks by

r* 1
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consistently implementing Leninist principles in the “

nationalities- and the need also to solve the pressing problems of the

national economy and other tasks. It stressed the obhgatim.̂ of the

CSSR towards the world socialist system and the need for firm y

with the Soviet Union. The results of the January- plenum were essen-

an expression of the effort to solve the crisis which had arisen

within the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia and by increase

activity to remove from the life of the Party and its leadership all that

prevented the Party from ensuring the further development of society.

The conclusions of the January plenum and its resolution were receiv

positively by the majority of the Party and our people.

P
Experience has .aught us that i, was a grave —

g

of ,kc

January 1 968 session of the Central Committee of the CPCz that

not accurately determine the class framework of further 'political proce-

dure nor did it direct the Party towards simultaneously developing

militant political and ideological struggle against growing right* P'

portunism and anti-socialist tendencies, lhis task was all tic

pressing in that rightist forces had been active in this country even before

January 1968 and they were relying upon a large, influential group

She Central Committee of the CPC. whtch~
orientated and had organized itself essentially as a fraction. At

January session, the Central Committee did not see this

nor the possible danger, and did not, particularly the new Flist !
Secretary

of the Central Committee, guarantee firm Marxist-Lenm.st Party lead-

ershin in this complicated situation. . .

On the contrary, under the protection and with the direct participa-

tion of certain rightist-orientated members of the Central Committee o

the CPCz the rightist forces used their strong positions in the communi-

cation media to disorientate the Party and the working people, w

considered the conclusions of the January plenum as the basis for a new

upsurge of creative initiative and activity. Thus, petty-bourgeois notions

about^socialism were spread through all channels of Stateco_
cation media and by other means, and self-criticism within the 1 arty wa.

abused by denigrating its entire history and the whole period of socialis

construction. Illusions were created about the capitalist West and about

the pre-Munich bourgeois Republic. In

anti-Sovietism were incited, which was in keeping with the long-term

anti-communist designs of the imperialist forces that were striving to

disrupt the socialist system in Czechoslovakia.

The development of events in Czechoslovakia, being at variance with

the interests and the expectations of the majority of the communists a
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a resolution through which urgently drew attention to the dangerous

activity of the anti-socialist forces; however, they stopped mid-way.

They did not start an open fight against right-wing opportunism in the

Party. Today, we know that in such a critical period it was essential to get

rid of people who were not taking up Marxist-Leninist positions. In the

effort to maintain formal unity in the Central Committee at all costs,

there was retreat from communist positions and room was left open

for the activities of the rightist and anti-socialist forces. The Central

Committee even allowed itself to be excluded from political life, which

was dominated by uncontrolled petty-bourgeois activity and anti-

socialist tendencies. At variance with the Party Statutes, a right-wing

revisionist centre formed, whose activities made possible the advance

of the counter-revolutionary forces striving for a reversal of political

power in Czechoslovakia. At the July session in 1968 the Central

Committee submitted to the political and moral pressure from without

and to the pressure of the rightist-opportunist forces within its own body

and identified itself with the incorrect standpoint of the Presidium to the

letter from the fraternal parties of the five socialist countries.

All the main components of our socialist political system—the activi-

ties of the Presidium of the Central Committee, the National Assembly,

the Government, the organs of power of the State and the National

Front—Alexander DubCek, Oldfich Cernik, Josef Smrkovsky, Frantisek

Kriegel and others, who concentrated in their own hands decision-

making on affairs of Party and State. The decisive elements ofexecutive

power and legislative power ceased to fulfil their class mission, because

the key positions in them were held by rightist-opportunists. This

fostered intensified activity on the part of the counter-revolutionary

underground and subversion by enemies from without.

There was a similar situation in the economic sphere. The Party

leadership ceased to direct the development of the national economy and

permitted the initiative to be taken by various rightist adventurers, such

as Sik who, against the vital interests of the working people, opened the

way to uncontrolled petty-bourgeois activity, the reversion from society-

wide ownership to group ownership, the elimination of planned man-

agement of the national economy, and the unrestrained operation of

market forces, thus making it impossible for the Party and the State to

influence the management and development of the national economy.

In its consequences, this road would have led to the liquidation of

socialist production relations.

One of the reasons why we reaped such results in 1968 was that

Marxist-Leninist and internationalist education had for many years

been neglected
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been neglected in the Party and society. To a considerable extent, the

Party was ideologically disarmed. Under the pressure of right-wing

propaganda, the masses of the working people were unable to lace the

organized and coordinated pressure of internal and external revisionist

and enemy forces. The common denominator ofthe revisionist and anti-

socialist efforts in this country was nationalism and anti-Sovietism. I his

was in accord with the strategic and tactical intentions of the western

anti-communist centres, which saw in them the most effective weapon

for disrupting ties between the socialist countries and the Soviet Union.

The mass media became an instrument of consistent misinformation

and manipulation of public opinion. This led to the creation of anti-

party and anti-socialist mass psychosis. Through its subversive activi y

the press, radio, television and cinema distorted the ideas of Marxism-

Leninism and revived bourgeois ideology, masking it with pseudo-

socialist phraseology.
. , . . , ,

The rupture of fraternal bonds with the Soviet Union and the other

socialist allies was to have rid our State of its main defence and put it at

the mercy of the internal counter-revolutionary forces and their imperi-

alist protectors.
. ... . ,

Following the Hungarian events in 1956, the imperialists changed

their methods. Nowadays, when the ideas of socialism are firmly rooted

in the minds and hearts ofthe broadest strata ofthe working people they

concentrate primarily upon ideological subversion. In order to bring

about the disintegration of the Party and socialist society, while conceal-

ing their real aims, they fight under pseudo-socialist slogans about

“improving” socialism. Instead of socialism built on the principles of

Marxism-Leninism, they attempt to push through a petty-bourgeois

model of “consumer” socialism which would in fact be a bridge towar s

the restoration ofcapitalism. They orientate themselves towards support

for all the centrifugal nationalist and revisionist currents, for which the

petty-bourgeois element provides a strong foundation. It is only logical

that various stars and starlets of the so-called Prague Spring, who were so

ardently “reforming” socialism in this country, are today acting as open

enemies in the propaganda centres and press organs ofimperialism in the

Wcst . i

Alexander DubCek and his followers harmed the Party and the people

by pushing through the revisionist concept of so-called “democratic

socialism”. They grossly violated their duties towards the 1 arty and the

people, deriving from the high functions they held, they continuously

retreated before the counter-revolutionary onslaught and in fact opened

the road to it, they grossly violated the duties stemming from our
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communications media, at that complicated moment an atmosphere of

unbelievable misinformation and chauvinist hysteria was created, to

which, under the pressure ofmass psychosis, even many communists and

honest citizens succumbed, committing acts which were often in contra-

diction to all their previous work for socialism, as well as to their own

convictions.

The entry of the allied troops multiplied the power of the internal

forces, which were determined to defend the achievements ofsocialism in

Czechoslovakia and to create a firm hinterland for the development of

widespread mobilization of the working people for the struggle to

overcome the threat of counter-revolution by political means. The

signing of the Protocol between the Soviet and Czechoslovak representa-

tives, 23-26 August 1968, in Moscow, strengthened the assurance of the

sound forces, and became a mighty lever for raising the political self-

confidence and capability for action of the Parly, the working class, and

our society as a whole.

From August 1968 to April 1969, the Marxist-Leninist forces in the

Party and in society waged a difficult and complicated struggle. Gradu-

ally they came to know each other, unified and began to win over to their

side those who, in the complex situation at the beginning, had been

unable to find their bearings. In this sense, it was essential, in the first

place, for all honest people to understand as quickly as possible the

disruptive intentions of the right-wing, anti-socialist and counter-revo-

lutionary forces. Alexander Dub^ek and his followers in the Party

leadership continued to pursue a two-faced policy and basically

thwarted the Party’s efforts to overcome the crisis. After months of hard

struggle in the Party and society, and thanks to the selfless efforts of

hundreds of thousands of honest communists, the Marxist-Leninist

forces in our Party consolidated themselves to such an extent that in

April 1969 the Central Committee was able to decide to make basic

changes in the leadership of the Party and to start a resolute struggle to

overcome the profound crisis in the Party and society. An unavoidable

and very exacting task lay before us: to lead the Party, the working class,

and the working people, our nations and the State, out of the disruption

and crisis existing in all spheres, both within the State and in our foreign

relations.

The Struggle to Overcome the Crisis

Leading the Party and society out of the crisis required a resolute

struggle with the right-wing, revisionist and anti-socialist forces, so as to
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defeat them politically and deprive them of the possibility of engaging

in disruptive activity. This meant the restoration of the Marxist-

Leninist principles of our socialist society, the strengthening of the

values of socialism and of the Leninist principles of intra-Party life,

and the gradual solution of the problems accumulated in all sectors.

At its session in May 1969, in the “Implementation Directive”, the

Central Committee defined the main aims of the Party in that period

as follows:

“(a) To restore the unity of the Party on the basis of Marxist-Leninist

teaching and on the Leninist principles of Party structure and Party life.

To raise the capacity for action and revolutionary militancy ofthe entire

Party.

(b) To restore the Communist Party’s leading role in society, parti-

cularly in social organizations and the member organizations of the

National Front, in state bodies, and in the economic and cultural

sphere.

(c) To consolidate the function ofthe socialist State in all spheres as an

organ of the power of the working class and the working people.

(d) To start immediately on the implementation of effective measures

for solving the serious economic problems in our State.

(e) To solve, in a principled way and in a spirit of firm friendship, our

relations with the fraternal communist parties of the Soviet Union and

the other socialist countries, from which the basic principles of the

foreign policy of our State are derived.”

The basic element in our struggle against the revisionist and disrup-

tive forces has consisted of efforts to restore the Marxist-Leninist charac-

ter of our Party. Starting from the Central Committee and its organs,

right down to the primary Party organizations, it was necessary to carry

out important personnel changes, to relieve of their duties and gradually

get rid of all those who had betrayed the Marxist-Leninist principles of

our Party, taken up hostile positions and, in the crisis-ridden years

seriously damaged the interests of the Party. In the course of the

exchange of Party cards, more than one-fifth of the Party members were

not given new ones. Our Congress greatly appreciates the work of the

thousands of interview commission members. We shall not allow these

Party interviews to be deprecated in any respect. On the basis of this

differentiation and cleansing of the Party, it became possible to rally a

militant Party aktiv around the policy of the Central Committee, to

organize the work of hundreds of thousands of honest Party members, to

wage the struggle for ideological and organizational unity within the

Party, to restori
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units at places of work, this organization was for the most part misused

for various pressure campaigns against the basic principles of the policy

of the Communist Party and the socialist State, and this ran counter to

the most vital interests of the working class and the working people.

In a complicated struggle over the course of two years, progress has

been achieved in this important sector also, through hard and selfless

work on the part of communists and other working people devoted to

socialism.

Very serious were the consequences of the disruptive activity of the

revisionist and anti-socialist forces among our youth and in its organiza-

tions. They look over the leadership, broke up the united youth organi-

zation and then plaeed most of the newly created organizations at the

service of an anti-Party and anti-socialist policy. It required tremendous

political work on the part of communists and other working people to

overcome such destructive activity among youth. A new, united youth

organization—the Socialist Union of Youth—has now been inexistence

for more than a year and, as an important assistant of the Party, is

gathering strength and increasing its influence among the younger

generation.

And in every sphere we could analyze in this way the process of

overcoming the crisis, and the disruptive phenomena, as well as the

positive results which have become apparent in the course of the two

years of the restoration of the socialist social system in the member

organizations of the National Front, among working people and in the

process of reviving the leading role of our Party.

In opposition to the revisionist and liberal concepts of the non-class

approach to the function of the socialist Stale and its representative

bodies, it was necessary to revive and assert the class concept ofour State

as the organ of power of the working class and the working people, and

the function of socialist democracy as a democracy for the working class

and the working people. Even here, political struggle, a differentiation

process and many personnel changes were necessary. It can be said that

today the bodies of State power, the federal and the national govern-

ments, the representative bodies and the entire system of national

committees arc essentially fulfilling their role, even though we know that

here, as in other sectors, this process of perfecting the work is not and

cannot be complete.

The political struggle is interwoven with the solving of the concrete

tasks of the consolidation of the national economy. The disruption of the

national economy was profound. The inflationary wave and the condi-

tions prevailing in production and distribution endangered the standard
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of living of the people. As late as in the summer of 1969, the advocates of

the “market economy” were submitting proposals to the leadership of

the Party that would have stabilized our economy at the expense of the

working people by raising retail prices, rents, and foodstuffs, by the sum

of several hundred thousand million crowns. We rejected these concepts.

By exceptional measures—such as the ban on retail price increases, the

regulation of basic wages, price and investment indices, and above all by

placing emphasis on the full utilization of reserves in our economy, on

the raising of labour productivity, on the introduction ofbasic order into

production and distribution and on the restoration ofeconomic manage-

ment through a single national economic plan—we endeavoured to

overcome the dangerous situation in the national economy. It is a great

credit to the Party that with progressive political consolidation and the

active assistance of millions of workers, farmers, technicians and eco-

nomic executives the dynamic life of our economy was successfully

restored. The standard of living of the people was not only not reduced,

but, on the contrary, is gradually increasing. The currency has been

stabilized, supplies for the population have improved, the social stability

and confidence of the millions ofworking people in our system and in the

policy of the Party have been strengthened. Today we can start to solve

many economic and social problems and discuss, at our Congress, the

prospects of economic development in the next five years.

On this occasion, too, we want to express our high appreciation of the

working initiative of the miners, metallurgical and engineering workers,

builders, and workers in farming, in transport and in other fields, who

have made such a great contribution towards overcoming the crisis,

towards the achievement of good results in our economy and towards

creating a sound basis for its further development. Millions of people

active in these extremely important fields have thus expressed their

devotion to socialism and their understanding of the efforts ofour Party,

initiated in April 1969.
. .

The results of the effort at consolidation in the political and social

sphere, the economy, distribution and social policy, have convinced

millions of our working people through their every-day personal ex-

periences that the course taken by our Party is correct; the results

have led to the restoration of the confidence of the working class, the

cooperative farmers and the various strata of the intelligentsia and

other working people in our socialist system and in the policy of the

Party. c

To ensure the free development of our nations, the security of our

State and the development of a socialist society, it was imperative to

HSW-B
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restore to their full extent the bonds of friendship and alliance with the

Communist Party of the Soviet Union and the Soviet people, and with

the other fraternal parties and allied states. Through the consistent

policy of our Central Committee and the great understanding of the

Soviet comrades and those of the other fraternal parties, we succeeded

within a short time in completely restoring fraternal and comradely

relations, taking up again the old friendship and intensifying it even

more in the new situation, thus ranging our Party in the honourable

ranks of the international communist and workers’ movement, and out

State in the family of socialist states. Today, these ideas are deeply rooted

in the minds and hearts ofour working class, our farmers, the intelligent-

sia and all our working people.

In carrying out the Implementation Directives, in the over-all struggle

for political, economic, ideological and international political consolida-

tion, the leadership ofthe Party showed the necessary flexibility, with the

art of defining strategic aims correctly and choosing effective methods

for their achievement. It systematically developed the Party’s activity

and the people’s understanding, ensuring that there would be neither too

hasty development, nor delay in solving urgent problems. Consolidation

had to proceed in a purposeful and energetic way, and the struggle

against the right wing linked with the overcoming of past mistakes and

shortcomings and with the solving of the practical tasks of socialist

construction. On the basis of their own experience, the broad masses

could see that the new Party leadership was bringing them certainty of

existence and perspective, as against disruption, anarchy and uncer-

tainty

—

The Tasks of the Economic Policy of the Party

In the programme for the further all-round development of socialist

society, the Party lays basic stress on a permanent and dynamic develop-

ment of the economy, satisfying to an increasing degree the material and

spiritual requirements of the working people. We know the role which

the successful development of the economy plays in the struggle to

strengthen socialist power. We know that the success of our policy is

assessed by the broad strata of the people mainly according to the

realistic conditions we create for their better and richer life. Therefore,

the basic content of our work in future must be the task of leading and

organizing the creative work of millions of people in socialist construc-
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working people. We can justifiably say: never before in the history of this

country has the working man had such security for his life and for his

future. In terms of standards of nutrition and clothing we rank among
the most advanced countries. The same applies to the equipment of

households with durable consumer goods—though, so far, with the

exception of private cars. The level of social consumption of the inhabi-

tants of this country is higher than in any capitalist state.

Nearly 1 .5 million new flats, with modern facilities, have been built in

the post-war period. Altogether one third and, in Slovakia, even half the

population are now living in fiats built since 1945.

In the past fifteen years, we have reduced weekly working time by six

hours and introduced a five-day week. More than one third ofthe days in

a year are not working days, and this applies to all categories of

employees, without exception.

All these facts must be considered from a class viewpoint: whereas

under capitalism average figures conceal the profound difference be-

tween the parasitic consumption of the bourgeoisie and the low standard

of the mass of the people, the overall average in this country indicates,

under conditions of considerably more even balance, the high level of

consumption of the broadest sections of the population.

The results attained are a source of pride to us but also a yardstick of

the exacting requirements needed to achieve a raising of the standard of

living still further. The present material and cultural standard, together

with the growth planned for 1975, pose the question of further ways of

increasing the standard of living.

We must take into consideration, first of all, that changes in work, the

development of qualifications and education, the elimination of dispari-

ties between towns and villages, and changes in living environments will

bring about more and more intensive changes in the structure of the

people’s needs and their way of life.

It must also be taken into account that the rise in living standards has

had and will for a long time continue to have an increasingly active

influence on the expansion ofthe productive forces, and that it represents

an irreplaceable stimulus for growth in the productivity of labour.

Experience has shown us that mere increase in production and
consumption does not automatically lead towards developing a socialist

way of life. It is therefore essential that socialist society should direct the

trends and proportions of personal and social consumption in a planned

way. Its rational satisfaction should be combined with increased empha-
sis on an improvement in overall living conditions on a strengthening of

social certainties, on a raising of cultural level of life as a whole, on a
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ry of this growing concern with working and living environments, on the expan-

id for his sion of qualifications and education, and on social awareness and the

k among strengthening of moral stimuli. We do not consider the growth of

oment of material consumption to be an end in itself, but a starting-point for the

with the general enrichment of life and the development of people’s creative

e inhabi- capacities, for developing those elements and aspects which strengthen

the socialist way of life in society, within individual people, and in their

n built in mutual relations. . .

.

nhalfthe

me by six It has often been said that under the present conditions, now that

te days in science has become a direct force in production, the rate ofapplication of

gories of scientific and technological progress is the main prerequisite for the

implementation of our plans and the main lever for developing the

whereas socialist economy. Although the results we have attained are not small,

rcnce be- the new tasks make it imperative that we substantially speed up scientific

standard and technological development.

ndicates, The most important task at present is to put the achievements of

h level of research into practice more resolutely. Changing production pro-
,

grammes, raising the technical and technological level ofthe production

rdstick of and products and their utility provide a highly effective road to the

andard of introduction of new technology. Raising efficiency requires that we

,
together manage to invest much more creative scientific and technological think-

r ways of ing and knowledge in production.

It is naturally much easier to stick to established ways of production

work, the and to traditional methods. This carries with it less risk and conflict.

afdispari- However, a socialist economy cannot take this road. We must fight today

nents will for its technical and economic growth with the same energy with which

ire of the we fought for its consolidation. A novel approach and efforts to achieve

technological development must become the main feature of the Party’s

dards has influence, exerted by leading executives in the economic sphere.

gly active However, emphasis on the speeding up of technological development

-epresents should not result in a scattering of forces and resources or in inducing us

abour. to stop strictly calculating what will bring adequate economic effect

;tion and most quickly. In future, resources in enterprises, in whole sectors and

a socialist branches, and in the entire national economy will have to be concen-

direct the trated in a more planned and consistent way on the solution of the main

a planned tasks, those of modernization, complex mechanization and automation

d empha- of complete sections and production shops, and the complex introduc-

hening of tion of complete sets of new technology, in order to ensure maximum

lole, on a efficiency.
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py----
effectively with the needs of socio-economic development.
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We realize that in order to speed up scientific and technolog

progress and to produce self-sacrificing work in the implementation o

the exacting tasks of the Fifth Five-year Plan, we must win over all

talented capable scientific workers and techn.cal experts—all our scien-

tific and technical intelligentsia. We consider this to be a demanding

extremely necessary task for all Party organizations.

The acceleration of technological development during the Fiv^
Plan period is connected with the need to improve the old-fashioned

structure of our production, especially industrial production. . .

.

In the programme of further socio-economic
development in the year

to come an ever more important role will be played by the international

socialist’ division of labour. We regard the economic aspects of this as

major factor facilitating the strengthening of the unity and close

rapprochement of the socialist countries.
f .

The common, long-term programme of economic integration tl

countries associated 'in the Council for Mutual Economic

now also being worked out for our own economy, opens up broade

orsibthies of participating in the development of the world socialist

economic system, and of drawing new strength and resources from is

link for developing and increasing the efficiency of our economy.
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the ranks of the citizens. These bodies have done a tremendous job since

they were set up after the war. However, there are still only too many

shortcomings in their work, often evident in an insensitive approach to

the citizen, in that they fail to solve consistently the problems for which

they are responsible. National committees, as directly elected bodies of

the people, should work in such a way that the citizens look upon them as

efficient representatives, as the people who deal with their day-to-day

and perspective interests and requirements in such a way as not to

tolerate mismanagement, irresponsibility, the enrichment of individu-

als, favouritism and other such evils. The Party must denote increased

attention to the work of the national committees and, especially, to the

work of communists in these broadly-based people’s bodies, and it must

concern itself especially with the development of all forms of direct

participation by citizens in the management and administration of their

towns and communities, and of our State.

In the not-too-distant future, elections are to be held in this country to

elect the members of the national committees and all the representative

bodies. In these bodies the position of the working class and the other

working people must be strengthened, representation of women and

young people must be increased substantially, and maximum effort

must be exerted towards improving the work of this important link in

our social order and socialist democracy.

The supreme elements in our representative system, namely the

Federal Assembly, and the Czech and Slovak National Councils, are the

representatives of the power of the people in our State. In accordance

with the Constitution and with our socialist principles, these bodies bear

great responsibility for furthering the basic class interests of the working

people, both in the national and in the federal frameworks. They can

fulfil this demanding mission only through the close alliance of deputies

with the national committees and their electors.

We attach great importance to perfecting socialist legislation, so that

it should be in keepingwith the present requirements of the development

of our State with the protection of citizens and society

Comrades!

The bitter experience through which we have passed has taught us what

a high price has to be paid for neglecting any of the forms of ideological

work and the political education of working people. As in the construc-

tion of the material and technologieal base of socialism, a fundamental

element of the Party’s activity is to win over the working people for our
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be that of Party bodies assuming the powers and responsibilities of State

and economic bodies—we have already experienced this too and know

where it led us—but they will give political guidance to communists in

the respective sectors, supervise their work, and lead them towards

initiative and responsibility for the implementation of Party policy. Nor

does the leading role of the Party mean issuing petty orders to social

organizations; but it does mean promoting their activity and initiative in

implementing Party policy

Comrades!

A task of fundamental importance for us is to win over the broadest

strata ofthe population for the implementation of Party policy, unremit-

tingly strengthening and deepening the unity of the Party and the

people, which is not given once and for all but must be renewed again

and again, with every new task and at every new stage. It is clear to

communists that they arc not building socialism for themselves, and that

they cannot build it by themselves, relying on their own resources 1 he

development of socialism can be brought about only through the

creative activity of millions. To promote and win for the common cause

the enormous energy, experience, talent, education and skill of our

people, of the nations of our country-that is the main prerequisite for

making headway. It is also the basis on which we proceed in our attitude

to non-Party people, whom we strive tirelessly to win over as citizens ofa

socialist State with equal rights for participation in drawing up and

carrying out plans for the development of society. We welcome everyone

who sincerely wishes to take part in our common effort, and we shall

create conditions for making use of the initiative, knowledge and

experience ofthe people. This, naturally, also goes for those who were not

given new Party membership-cards, and who wish to rectify their past

mistakes by honest work. We shall, however, wage a consistent political

struggle against those who stand on the other shore. Any manifestation

of domineering attitudes or superiority over those who are not members

of the Party must be alien to communists. As regards our approach to

people, we must abandon the sectarian notion that what we, commu-

nists, understand and what we arc convinced of must automatically be

clear and comprehensible to everyone. To convince people patiently by

personal example and argument—that is the communist’s role.

Over the half-century of class struggle, the Party has amassed an

enormous wealth of experience of how to win over and lead the masses,

and of what organizational forms to choose in order to get through to

them with it:
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non bv the Party on the principles ofMarxism-Leninism and
proletarian

internationalism is the source of the Party's strength and a prerequisite

for all our achievements. Thanks to its political struggle against he

Shdsts and to the subsequent purging, the Party has

deerec of unity among its ranks. However, we must unceasingly restore

intensify and strengthen Party unity while solving all new questions. 1

Party is not, and will not in the future be immune to external pressure to

uncontrolled petty-bourgeois activity, to manifestations of casua

and inertia to opportunist attempts to avoid controversies, to the

appearance of obsUC.es, .he influence of difficulties artsmg during .he

W
Thr^cffiirotwhich we have drawn are expressed in .he reso,u.ion

of .he Cenlral Commi.tee of .he CPC. on the

unity. We are convinced .ha. .his document, too, will be endorsed by

Congress as a binding directive for the further course

The main danger against which we shall have to figh « ngh

opportunism, which has taken deep roots m this country as amesult of

historical development. Therefore part of the struggle for Party unity

and will remain the high-principled political and cieolog.cal M™g
fn .

against all manifestations of opportunism and revisiomsm. !n the in

terests of the Party, we must counter all attempts at introducing

formation of splinter groups or the admission of infringement^ whatever

their motivation, of the adoption line and the course which the Party has

U
The° exchange of Party membership-cards concluded the stage of

purging ffie Party, and thus the pas, period in the life of the Party wax

brought to a close. The task of strengthening and consolidating Party

ranks and of improving the quality of its work have become the order of

he day Systematic care for the purity of the Party and its rank

continues to be the prime duty of all Party organizations and of all

communists. In future, the Party must part company with those who

disrupt Party and State unity and discipline, who misuse their positio,

and whose actions weaken the authority and sully the good name

P

Of great importance for Party unity will be the correct solution of

questions related to its organizational structure It is especially impor-

tant to ensure that under the conditions ofthe federative structure of

State the Party retains its character of a united, internationalist par y

whkh will be'

a

guarantor of the ties of

Czechoslovakia’s nations and nationalities an integrating force of the

working class and the working people of the whole State.
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We have made an end to the harmful practices carried into the Party

bv the opportunists. However, our great struggle makes it necessary to

continue strengthening the Leninist principle ofdentoe—trahsrn.

It is the decisive prerequisite for improvmg the mternal life of tte Party.

for increasing the action capability of Party organizations and the

activity of communists. Communist discipline has been tightened but

we still have much to do to ensure that every member ofour Pai ty
g

^

consciously for its policy and fulfils Parly resolutions. In order to tighten

discipline still further, we shall ensure that consequences are drawn from

cases of infringement of Party Statutes and resolutions.

The development of the internal life of the Party at the preset

stage-together with the strengthening of democratic centralism as a

prerequisite for united action-makes possible, and requires us also to

emphasize another factor, namely the development of iiiHei-Party

mocracy. We have convinced ourselves that democratic centralism and

inner-Party democracy cannot be separated and set one against

other Bureaucratic centralism, anarchy and actions bring harm to the

Party and must not be tolerated. To ensure the unity and disciplme o

the Party and its ability to act, all communists must participate fu y

shaping and implementing the Party policy that all have and assert

equal rights, and all fulfil their duties. Consequently, we must contmue

strengthening the democratic principles of shaping, carrying ou

^‘^Sent In these principle, ,s .he strengthening of the

collective character of leadership. To lead collectively and to define

personal responsibility exactly must become an inviolable principle

all Party bodies. The proceedings and results of the annual gene

meetings and conferences confirmed that notable successes can be

reached only in an atmosphere of collective, factual, frank and democra-

tic discussion of the fundamental questions of Party life.

We consider it necessary to promote criticism and self-criticism as an

important condition of the full life of the Party and of successful

progress It is not only a reliable Leninist method of exposing and

redressing shortcomings, but also an important means of activating

communist. We stress, especially for the benefit of executives that one

of the characteristics of a communist should be his ability to listenit.

critical remarks and to draw lessons from them. Party orgamza"°"S

must not tolerate practiees whereby critical comments ammo. heeded

are even suppressed: they must regard the encouragement of criticism

and self-criticism as an important part of their activities.

Where it is possible to develop the internal life of Party organizations
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in this way, there will also be the best conditions for overcoming the

chronic diseases of passivity and formalism which have for years been

attendant features of the life ofour Party. Experience shows that in those

Party organizations in which tasks and responsibility are unequivocally

and clearly defined, in which all communists carry out specific tasks and

in which there is systematic control, where there is an atmosphere o

strictness as well as of confidence, passivity of members disappears. We

must see that the term “passive communist” disappears from Par y

V
°Forniahsm, which still survives in some places, is just as badlas

passivity. We all know how much initiative, willingness and goodwill

Tas wasted unnecessarily in the pas. owing to formahsm. That is why we

must not tolerate sham activity cloaked in cliches which

laziness and incompetence. Are there not people in this country whose

activity is merely calculated to give an outward impression.

The establishment of comradely relations among communists is also

extremely important for the life of the Party. In their mutual relations,

they should place high demands on themselves and on c,thc«; there

should also be, as a matter ofcourse, mutually critical and self-critical, as

well as comradely understanding, help and support

Our Foreign Policy Serves Socialism and Peace

Comrades!

The complicated development through which the Communist Party of

Czechoslovakia has passed over the last five years has also left its mark o

the international activity ofthe Party and the foreign policy ofour Sate^

“The Lesson drawn from the Crisis in the Party and Society after

13th Congress of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia presents an

objective picture of one ofthe great battles fought between socialism and

imperialism in the sixties. It shows to the full extent the interrelationship

between internal political disruption and imperialist subversion, as wel

as the unavoidable need for close co-operation between the internal and

internationalist socialist forces in defence of the revolutionary gains of

socialism in the CSSR. It is an irrefutable fact that the rescue, strengt v

ening and present development of socialism in our country represents a

remarkable victory for the forces of world revolution and a heavy loss

and defeat for imperialism.

That is the foundation of the class truth on which we have based our

analysis of the recent past. We said even at the Moscow
^
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the 14th Congress of the Communis, Party of

working people.
,

it to all the fraternal parties that
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have been observing our developments y P

J lovakcommunists

two years and solidly supporting the efforts of
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to strengthen socialism in this country.
learn the

extend a comradely welcome to ev
'

, h n make available all the

mT f rfheTomra'rTit improved conditions for achieving progress

^SX^fP^rt^r^ih^U its^ssaSSsss-ssm^,T^t=.ri=s=»*r*s
ment of widespread action amo g

•
•

ja ijsm for revolutionary

democratic for<^^in tl^ir stru^g^ag ^Czechoslovakia will play

Marxism-L^ninhnTand
proietarian—

aiso agree with the fra,ert,ad
fea-

and would promote its revolutionary vigour and

ability to act



56 Speeches and Writings

demanding lashs ofsocial

ing require the full deve
q{ our nat ional and international

the people, the organic
. adherence to the general laws of

interests and obligations, an co
-

exerl cycry efforl to contribute

building a socialist JoaetyXhir Y
strengthening the political,

in a comprehensive and effective man
^ communhy.

economic and defensive power of the
capitalist countries

We assure the fraternal common - P
thdr sVruggle with the

of our solidarity and support or
working class and for

bourgeoisie, for the rights an just

j

C

convjnced that sooner or later the

wi" win conditions for

democratic parties of the

we shall give activesupporUo^l their endeavo^^ ^ imperlalism and

and economic heritage
Pvnloitation We are in full solidarity

the various forms ofneo-colomal.st«P>°“™
forccs ;n these states

from the colon,al

yoke.
, ,

„n.:ai:sm and the most important

The main pillar of power of wor
^ Unionj which also

source of its revolutionary energy
g ansion i sl and predatory

represents an impassab e arnera
thanks to its tremendous

character of imperialism. It ‘V^t^naUuthoritV and itsLemnist

economic and military power, its in er

summarized in the foreign

experience. the Er

in view of the geographical position “of
in peaceful developments m uroP^

constructive initiative

collective security. We are of the opinion that
condi_

of the socialist countries over

-^AH European Conference on Security

tions for a thoroughly prepared

andCo-operation, of peace in

doubt that every positive stej - ,

^ their historic

Europe is of worldwide importance. On the

differences in soc

standing in the w

and co-operation

We want to r

expand political.

Leninist policy >

provided that tf

people to live an

our resolution is

peoples of good \

of world imperi

States of Americ

progressive, den

its expansive a;

Communist Pai

obligation to pi;

ary struggle. .

.

We Look to th

Dear comrades

The Central G
ment of the ?'c

you about the

has informed \

we have wagec

period for the

It is the roU

work out a fir

We have no

debate on the

and on the :

prevails in ou

preparation c

cope with thi

bility which i

international

The Cong:



57

complish-

Party and

ernational

iral laws of

contribute

,c political,

5t countries

e with the

lass and tor

or later the

mditions for

evolutionary

Africa, that

me the social

icrialisni and

full solidarity

in these states

1S which will

lose countries

a the colonial

ost important

n, which also

and predatory

ts tremendous

ind its Leninist

in the foreign

nat socialism is

is. . .

.

re are interested

ctive system of

active initiative

ivourable condi-

;nce on Security

.
There can be no

tions of peace in

of their historic

Report on the activities of the Party

experience, the European“'a^^^^b't^STJharrieis

1"*:°::; -- ‘’u“tion ot peac"

"

and co-operation

w. ....

»

provided that their
ociel

P

y . We are convinced that this

people to live and workm a soc ahst
of all nations and

our resolution is in harmo
, ent shouldwe forget the threat

peoples of good will. But ne',e
'"^ ^heTaggressive circles of the United

of world imperialism, heade
'

broadly based campaign with the
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Party and of society, and opens a new stage. After years of crisis and

uncertainty, of improvisation, and of the struggle and victory of the

Marxist-Leninist forces in the Party in the last few years, the 14th

Congress can now safely draw up an ambitious and realistic programme

for the further advancement of our socialist homeland. We can show all

the people of our State how to proceed so that we can root out the causes

of past crisis, create an atmosphere of contentment, trust, certainty and

optimism—conditions favourable for creative work and a happy life for

our people. The tasks we have to consider cover the vital interests of our

working class, the working people, our nations and our socialist society.

Conditions now exist for all our people to unite in the fulfilment ofthese

tasks.

We are convinced that we have all the right conditions for this hopeful

prospect of further advancement. We look to the future with confidence

and certainty.

From crisis and shocks, and from difficult struggle, the Marxist-

Leninist teaching, our working class, the working people, the Commu-
nist Party of Czechoslovakia and the socialist system have emerged

victorious. Taking a lesson from past mistakes and crises, we shall pass on

to further victories and successes for our people.

The guarantee of further successes is our glorious Communist Party of

Czechoslovakia, which is now commemorating its 50th anniversary and

is imbued with new revolutionary strength and determination.

Therefore: Long live the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia!

The guarantees of our victory are the creative ability, the diligence,

the experience and the patriotism of our working class and the working

people; the fraternity and unity of our nations.

Therefore: Long live our working people! Long live the Czechoslovak

Socialist Republic!

The guarantee ofour contented life, ofour national and State freedom

and our socialist order, is the alliance with the Soviet Union and the

other socialist countries, our membership of the international commu-
nist movement.

Therefore: Long live the unity of the socialist countries!

Long live the International Communist Movement!

Long live and prosper our great ally—the Soviet Union!
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Another example was our line of building the national liberation

struggle against the Nazi occupation. Following our country sliberatio

by the Soviet Army, the Communist Party made creative use ofuniversa

Leninist principles to lead the working class, in alliance with the

peasants and other working people, to victory in the socialist^
and the realization of their cherished aim, the elimination of explo.ta

tion and building of socialism. Now we can also add that by follovu g

Leninist principles we were able to repulse the foes of socialism an

assure th^ country’s further socialist development. It is not surpr.s g,

therefore that recognition of Leninism’s vital importance for the work-

^ clal and the life of all working people is at the basis of all our work

and is taking deep root in the people s consciousness.

Our aims and principles, consonant with the laws of the epoch o

revolutionary transition from capitalism to communism

the same. Their application has never been stereotyped, always creative

completely in the Leninist spirit. What changed were the conditions

which the working class and its vanguard applied them. And first an

foremost we should note the changed conditions of struggle before and

after the conquest of power.
rVerho-

During the struggle fur pel,tical pome,-a struggle which in Czecho

Slovakia las a continuation of the revolutionary path already traversed

and reposed on our own and international experience, a struggle fought

as the national-democratic revolution grew into a socialist «volu-

tion-the Party acted mainly on the bas.c Leninist tenet that the

dictatorship of the proletariat is exclusively a revolutionary cause, to be

performed by the working class and other sect.ons of working people led

by the Communist Party, and that it can be accomplished only by a

conscious political movement, making the most of favourable internal

and international conditions.
. , u.

A considerable revolutionizing effect was exercised on the "lasses by

the cruel lesson of Munich, the betrayal of the people and the; Gzec -

Slovak Republic by the ruling bourgeoisie and its class allies and by

historic fact that the decisive part in crushing fascism and libera g

Czechoslovakia was played by the Soviet Union, that home- and foreign-

based resistance forces, headed chiefly by Communists, participated in

this battle, which culminated in a national uprising. A new peoples

democratic system grew up on this foundation, with a ^
government of Czechs and Slovaks and a system of national committees

resting on the worker-peasant alliance and a broad national-democratic

bloc in which Communists held increasingly strong positions. However,

at that time a section of the bourgeoisie, too, still wielded political power

alongside the

of the revolu

The Party

The theoretii

bourgeois-de

The Party

requirement:

mass organ iz

traitors and 1

and insuran

question; th

nance. The

parties lost

National Fr

the ideas of

parties into

supported t

The Fcbr

national-de

was taken o

Democracy

torship. It u

people heac

without an

parliament

the nations

By the p

forms, the i

in Czechos

was a revol

against the

and win pc

put it, to p

the Lenini

That th

Marxism-!

class and t

resistance

During

of Lenin’s

conquest c

I



ration

ration

iversal

th the

elution

;ploita-

Uowing

sm and

ch of

id are

;ative,

>.echo-

iversed,

fought

revolu-

that the

lse, to be

eople led

inly by a

;
internal

masses by

c Czecho-

md bv the

liberating

ad foreign-

icipated in

w people’s

ional Front

ocratic

jwever,

Tk, Party, the Stated
^People

, t in 1945 the main question

alongsider°f

T
h
he plr,",» » the growth of the

The theoretical basis or
into socialist revo

"“"^tUes for vital

b
°T^eI*toty

1

wtis

I

^hwhn^^le trl

^
^t^ *cl^s^^oohisions In the

mass organization
.
nationalization o

. ^ national

nance, t n
thev departed

. r betraying
parties lost influenc

’

,
programme and were, *n

, brooght their

parties into being and m the n
of the

ThethC-
national-democratic^r and other working P^P

lctarian dicta-

was taken oyer b
u the functions of P

ofworking
Democracy began to P r or

cpCZj thc broad alliance o

CVOlVed dUnng

parliamentary
^d.uO

icrevoiut
.

on were proved. ^^ only the

the nationa
Gf winning

political f
This was the case

By the Peatefu
f heclass collision, not itseonW

•

ful way
forms, the Communists’

orientation on the P
^

vr^a^evolutionary overthrow
^

e

^
0
^rrwald



62 Speck's «< ***
ereatcrburdcn of responsibility

as they—
, always and not every- .

PC
The interests of socialism fullest in

r ^unis, Party as

SSSS0S
SSlS£SaF5=
tion of ordin^t

Pj
ms of the National front.

dass conflicts

^owerbymouldmgsocx^sthu^ ideoIoglcal work.

°f "^S-Unionba,

Ii§§^^

Union and the soc

is possible and is

Question: The 14

tunism, stressing

danger in Czech

from that your P

tarist methods, e

What have you '

Answer: As the

the 13th and 14t

history. With th

process, the 14tl

The political

to the tasks of ti-

the economy, a

building a dev<

The Parly’s

launched by oi

Marxist-Lenin

chiefly in the 1

opportunists o

the CPCz to p

of our social is

When the 1

opportunism

conditions, i<

followed our

mean that it

revisionism,

The volun

tions of socia

of social dev

which resuli

social devel

guidelines f

leadership

deficiencies

dangerous

The revi

criticism o



63

—sn£

velop-

ns and

iciples

dully

:y
are

must

11 the

>rkers’

echo-

m has

verted

ish for

Soviet

The Party, the Stale and the People 63
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decisions by union bodies. A similar atmosphere reigned at the congress

of agricultural co-operatives, which outlined ways of fulfilling the

agricultural decisions of the CPCz Congress. Congresses of the Czecho-

slovak-Soviet Friendship Society, ofjournalists and ofwriters have taken

place, and there wilt soon be congresses of the Socialist Youth League,

the unions of art workers, etc. All these forums reivew the past period,

sum up the results, analyze mistakes and shortcomings and most

important, search for new ways of rallying their members for work in the

spirit of the 14th Congress decisions, to fulfil the tasks facing society.

Of late the CPCz has been devoting more attention to the Marxist-

Leninist education of Party members and deeper ideologico-political,

economic and philosophical education of members of mass organiza-

tions, especially the labour unions and youth organizations. We are

trying to avoid stereotypes and to find in our propaganda work the right

balance between general and special knowledge. We are also aware that

different means and methods should be used in polit.co-ideologica

education, taking account of the dissimilar degree of the socialist

consciousness of different social groups and individuals.

At its February (1972) meeting the Central Committee discussed the

country’s economic problems in the broadest social context, including

the economic education. Agricultural affairs were likewise examined in a

broad context. We take guidance from the general line of the 14th

Congress and strive to enhance the efficiency ofour economy. To achieve

our targets—a higher living standard, improvement of the social situa-

tion of various groups, consolidation of our entire socialist society

we must create important preconditions and marshal the require

resources. The coming Central Committee meeting, to be devoted to

ideological matters, will continue this line and consider the expenence

acquired, finalizing in the context of the Party’s overall policy the

perspectives and trends of ideological education.

To answer your question briefly, I may say that our experience shows

that in the process of socialist construction the workers and other

working people assimilate the main principles of Marxism-Leninism

taking guidance from them more and more consciously in their practica

activity. The socialist consciousness which sufficed to cope with the aims

of the preceding period, we are aware, must now be raised to a higher

level. For example, nowadays people must know the regularities an

ways of economic development, methods of management, the socialist

integration measures, and the Party’s entire policy. And since we want to

relate the achievements of the scientific-technical revolution with the

advantages of socialism, the importance of specialist knowledge and i s
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the nced for a more profound socialist patriotism and internationalist

propaganda with the practical experience of people at theirjobs,

PU
otSyt^e oftdrhip™ the socialist social system assures the

right tapac. of .h= elements of that system on menW,ahst consmous-

nfss It U the main task of the Communist Party, whose leading role in

this sphere grows more solid and broad in the process of socialist

conslructionfto see that all links of the socialist social system function

effectively and uninterruptedly, in different ways and yet to one and

same purpose.
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Speech at the Conference on Security

and Co-operation in Europe, Helsinki

31 July 1 975

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen!

Our meeting, unique in history in its significance, follows shortly after

our commemoration of the 30th anniversary- of the defeat offascism and

the termination of the Second World War in our frequently and severely

tried continent. These postwar years, in which the wounds indicted in

the struggle against fascism and in the Second WorldWar were painfully

healing, witnessed a development fraught with contradictions: the

striving for a lasting and equitable peace, but also tensions which eroded

ties of political, economic and cultural co-operation. 1 hey witnessed the

temptestuous development of creative potentials, forces of production,

science, technology and culture, and general social advancement of

Europe, but also the expenditure of incalculable material and human

resources on the development of means of destruction.

As at many times in the past, Europe approached a crossroads. In the

face of the knowledge ofthe danger inherent in existing developments, as

well as the recognition that peace is an inevitable prerequisite for the

utilization of the achievements of science and technology for a better life

for mankind, there is an ever growing awareness that under conditions of

the nuclear age there is no reasonable alternative for mutual relations

among states than peaceful coexistence. Those were the major motives

which prompted Europeans to set out in search of answers to the

questions of how to promote and develop those things that we share and

not those which divide us, how to eliminate wars from the life of society.

The fact that this kind of thinking can be set in motion against the

background of those significant social and political processes is an

expression of the maturity and farsightedness of the peoples and govern-

ments of the European states. After all, for the first time in history

Europe has seized the opportunity of creating real conditions of peace,

75
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History shows that countless aggressions in Europe have been con-

nected with the abuse of power, with violence and oppression. The

Munich diktat, the occupation ofCzechoslovakia, the invasion ofPoland,

France and Yugoslavia, the Soviet Union and other European countries,

all the horrors and victims of the Second World War bear this out.

Therefore, the safeguarding of peace and security requires that these

methods be rejected and eliminated from relations between European

states. It is from this vantage point that we see the significance of this

conference, particularly the fact that it formulates and reaffirms the

basic principles which should govern relations between European states,

on the basis ofthe recognition ofthe territorial and political realities that

has been agreed here. The unanimous adoption of these principles by

this conference we therefore regard as a success for the inhabitants ofour

continent, who long for peace and real security.

An important factor in stabilizing peaceful relations between states

which continues to grow in significance is mutually advantageous

economic co-operation. Its need stems from the tempestuous upsurge oi

the forces ofproduction, based on the advance ofscience and technology,

and from the scope and complexity of problems, as well as from the

necessity to protect the human environment. Progress in this sphere calls

for an effective international division of labour and the pooling of the

means and resources of many states. Even if the citizens of our country

can live in security, protected against economic upheavals, we fully share

the view that the all-round development ofsuch co-operation is certainly

an unexhausted source of new possibilities for economic advancement^

Such co-operation, however, must be approached from the premise of

mutual advantage and respect for the legitimate interests of all the

participating states. This applies both to the continued development of

mutual trade and to the ever broader utilization of progressive forms of

economic, scientific and technological co-operation, as well as co-oper-

ation in the sphere of production.

In our opinion, a significant element in the all-round development of

man in conditions of peace is the widest possible access to the genuine

cultural values of mankind. We are therefore in favour of the broadest

possible mutual inspiration through cultural goals. We also favour an

exchange of ideas and information which serve peaceful understanding

and all-round human development, in addition to a broad exchange of

persons conducive to down to earth, generally useful and beneficial co-

operation and to a greater knowledge of each other. We are already

developing such effective, creative co-operation in many fields with a

number of countries in all continents. We are establishing ever broader
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contacts between social organizations, youth, and representatives of

Tence culture and education, as well as in the fields of sport and

tourism We are firmly convinced that the more reliable the safeguards

peace and security, the more favourable will be the possibilities of a

continued expansion of these contacts in other spheres also.

However the development and protection of the highest huma

va^rThe noble principles of peace and friendship among nations,

a" «h" same nJ.ha. al. of be implacable in regard to he

propaganda of hatred, aggression, militarism and ™l™ce and th

advocacy of racial or ethnic superiority—in fact, all those tende"c
,

which are at variance both with the United Nations Charter and

generally recognized principles of humanism and ethics.

The results of the first Conference on Security and C°-0P“a“°n ”

Fnrooe arc establishing favourable preconditions for a sound and

mutually beneficial development of relations among all the parbcipat-

ine states on the principles of peaceful coexistence and co-operation.

Our common task now will consist in translating those prmctFdes .mo

action through concrete steps and measures; through the consta

deepening and expansion of detente; through efforts aimed at the

liauidation of existing as well as potential seed-beds of the danger ofwar,

through the just settlement of international conflicts, while recognizing

unequivocally and respecting the right of every nation-

bv creating a system of collective security as well as through detente in

the milhafy spire, and curtailment of the hectic arms race that would

involve all kids and types of weapons and armaments, espec.a
,

nuclear weapons, and result in general and complete disarmament

We believe that these efforts will eventually create such an interna-

tional climate and that security and faith in a peaceful future will prcvai

and will be enjoyed by all countries and peoples.

The Czechoslovak Socialist Republic, our people, our government

will do their utmost to implement these noble objectives in order t

ensure that our next deliberations will advance even farther along

road to the definitive safeguarding of the peace and security of nat o .
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Comrades!

t

'i »

t

May I now pass on to an appraisal of the activities of the Central

Committee and of the entire Party during the period since the 15th

Congress, to a description of the level of social development achieved

and to the programme for the years to come.

The firm basis of the Party’s entire policy, on which we have relied

during recent years, is the general line of building a developed socialist

society adopted by the 14th Congress and further elaborated by the 15th

Congress of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia. This line repre-

sents a comprehensive, long-range Marxist-Leninist programme for the

political, economic, social and spiritual development of our society, a

programme for the domestic and foreign policy of our state. It forms an

integral part of the common endeavour of the fraternal socialist coun-

tries.

All the salient tasks stipulated by the 15th Congress were reviewed and

elaborated by sessions ofthe Central Committee and its organs, to ensure

that they were in keeping with concrete conditions and needs. In the

period between our Congresses the Central Committee met nineteen

times.

At each Central Committee session we devoted our attention to the

activity of the Party, to the strengthening of its unity and capability for

action, and to the application of Leninist methods and forms of work.

We were concerned with deepening socialist democracy and with im-

proving the work of the socialist state, its organs and the National Front

organizations, and with improving the quality of management in all

spheres of social life.

The Central Committee systematically followed the fulfilment of the

Guidelinesfor Economic and Social Development during individualyears ofthe Sixth

Five-year Plan. It dealt comprehensively with such important sectors as

living standards, engineering, metallurgy, the building industry, agri-

culture, trade and services, and took the necessary politico-organiza-

tional measures. In doing so, it inevitably had also to respect the new

realities, both of an objective as well as ofa subjective nature, and had to

decide on modifications in the annual plans in accordance with concrete

conditions and the real situation.

We dealt comprehensively with the tasks of ideological and politico-

educational work, of raising the level of education and of promoting

socialist culture. The Central Committee paid constant attention to

problems of international policy and to the defence and security of the

state.
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cases have the stipulated objectives been attained. The Central Commit-

tee did not ignore the problems, did not conceal the shortcomings a

adopted necessary measures for their solution. But it must be said t

these measures have not always been implemented and that

everywhere have disciplinary and personnel consequences been draw.

from the failure to implement them.

We say quite frankly that the Party, the Communists and the Party

branches hive been the motive power ofwhat is going on in society. This,

"r does not mean that it applies to every Party branch or to a i s

members, and that all of them have with the same consistency and scl -

sacrifice fought for the Party resolutions against various abuses whic

w"rLngth, such as inertia, indo.ence fortnalUnr, tndt ference

poor management, and anachronism in peoples minds. All this was

openly and responsibly discussed at annual membership meet, g.,

at District and Regional Conferences and at the Congress o -

Communist Party of Slovakia. This constructive, Peopled approach

typical of a Marxist-Lcnin ist Party, is highly commended by the Centra

Committee.

Comrades!

In spite of many difficulties and obstacles, which had tob™,me in

the process of implementing our programme we can state w 1

confidence that the Party and the people have been working with self

sacrifice and that the long-term guideline of building a developed

socialist* society in our homeland, adopted by the 14th Congress and

elaborated by the 15th Congress, has proved to be correct and realistic in

I maetical application. The working people see in it a programme

corresponding to their vital interests, a programme ensuring the cer ta.n-

^ccurity and sovereignty of our country in the family of the socialist

'Tw^not necessary to change anything in this political line and

nothing has deflected us from it . The general line ofbuilding a developed

socialist society retains its validity. Our immediate task is us elaborate

and concretisation for the years to come.

The material resource, and the social and spiritual forces that we have

accumulated in the course of socialist construction and further aug

mented in the period since the 1 5th Congress form a reliable basis for the

continued development of our society. The crux of the matter is to

consolidate this basis and to use it in the most effective way. Let us no

plan for planning’s sake; let us not organize production for production

sake- let everything we do, all our efforts to develop socialism and make

J
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most closely tied to growth in productivity, efficiency, economy and

quality of work. We must more resolutely overcome any tendencies to

egalitarianism and various fallacious "social” attitudes towards remu-

^Theliving standard of every worker should correspond to his contri-

bution towards the development of society. It is no secret that there are

people who live at the expense of soeiety-who are patd not for work but

for going to work. We must resolutely oppose all types of parasitism anc

^ThtTtrend in real cash incomes is undoubtedly affected by pricing

policy. Retail price under socialism must not only fulfil its economic

function, but it must also conform with the objectives of social policy.

We have already said that our national economy is sensitive to economic

developments in the world. A permanent rise in prices and costs oi

acquiring raw materials, energy, other materials and food
_

causes in-

creased production costs in the processing industry. This must

reflected, to the appropriate extent, in wholesale prices, so that they can

exert their influence on reducing manufacturing consumption. Wesha

continue to ensure that any rise in wholesale prices is not uncontrollably

shifted to retail prices.

The development of retail prices will depend, in great measure, o

how we are going to work and increase labour productivity to what

extent we are going to succeed in enforcing efficiency qualify and

economy. Nobody can afford for any length of time to sell goods on the

home market below the prices which we pay for their purchases abroad

and for their production at home. Pricing policy must continue to be

firmly directed, under strict state control: it must be m line with wage

and social policies and, at the same time, it must influence the develop-

ment of personal consumption in a desirable direction, and pi event

W
Wemiticipate that the sale of industrial goods will increase at a faster

pace than the sale of foodstuffs; that demand will rise for higher quality

and technically more perfect products. This places higher demands on

manufacturers of both consumer goods and food products, but also on

domestic trade organizations to make them respond more actively to

people’s needs and to ensure a consistently fluent flow ofsuppl.es.

Production and trade are co-rcsponsible for the manufacture and supply

to the market of goods in the required range, quality and price categ-

ories, in keeping with consumer demands. In this sense the respective

ministries, producer and agricultural co-operatives, and local economic

enterprises must adopt the essential measures.
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values of the environment, natural wealth and the beauty spots of our

country, is the duty of all responsible organs—the common cause of al

our people.

Comrades!

In keeping with the resolutions of the 15th Congress of our Party the

Central Committee and the Federal Government have adopted Compre-

hensive Measures to Improve the Planning and Management of the National

Economy. Their main aims are to carry through an intensification of he

national economy, a more resolute application of the results of the

scientific and technical revolution, a more effective stimulation o

efficient and quality work, and the establishment ofthe most favourable

conditions for the all-round creative activity of people. 1 h.s is the way to

fuller use of the advantages of the socialist economy, to the achievement

of the best possible national economic results in the interests of material

and cultural standards.
.

The implementation of the Comprehensive Measures requires profound

changes in methods ofmanagement as well as in people’s minds. Priority

must be given to improving planning as the principal management lm

of the national economy, and to the consolidation of the role of the plan

at all levels on the basis of a consistent application of democratic

centralism in the process of drawing up and implementing the plan. 1 e

growth of the national economy brings about much more diversified anc

complex relations, and scientific and technical progress places qualita-

tively new requirements on economic management. We must frankly

admit that planning has not kept pace with these changes. Stricter

discipline must be introduced into planning, the quality ofthe plan mus

be improved and the individual economic activities must be better

^The^xecu tive and organizational activities of governmental and

planning bodies, ministries and other central bodies, production eco-

nomic units, enterprises and National Committees must be subordi-

nated to the much more demanding requirements placed on planning.

The planning bodies face an important task—to improve the perspective

character of planning and to prepare a long-term prognosis for our

economy. This must serve as the basis for drawing up five-year plans,

which we regard as the principal instruments for implementing t te

Party’s economic and social policy. It will be very important to fix the

correct priorities of tasks and to define the most effective way of fulfilling

them An urgent task of industrial ministries, in co-operation with

production economic units, is to complete the strengthening ofthe role ot
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Czechoslovakia (1972).

PLATE 22. With Jozip Broz Tito, President of the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia

and Chairman of the League of Communists of Yugoslavia, during a visit to Yugoslavia (1973).
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Union of Soviet Social* £ Union, during the award,ng of

Committee of the Moscow (1973).





Kladno, near Prague (1975)
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socialist
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that the National Front, as a political expression of the class bond

between workers, farmers and the intelligentsia, and °

of our nations and nationalities, continues to unify the efforts of Com

munists non-Partv members and members of the other political parties

in the process of socialist construction, that it deepens their fuh and

suitable share in the management and administration of public affa. .

,

and Thm it creates good conditions for the application of various

interests, political rights and freedoms of the citizens. . .

.

Comrades!

The National Front and the organizations grouped in n, the Nauima

Committees the legislative bodies, the executive organs of the state, m

en,r system of L and the educational and informal™ systems

constitute a wide base for the deepening of socialist democracy, is m

the increasing share of our people in Ihc management of our country, 1

the solution of state and social affairs, and in their capactty to make

decisions in the everyday affairs of enterprises, oommuntt.es and to„n

llvlt we See the essence and content of democracy. It is his rea

democracy, the democracy of the working masses, that we shall deepen

an

We's

f

haU develop socialist democracy within the unity of both its

aspects in the application of rights and in the performance by citizens

of their duties towards society. Only on this condition can tho socua

organism develop as a harmonious whole, utilizing the creative act. y

ofthe people for the realization ofcommon objectives. We must encour-

age everything that stimulates the creative activity and initiative of our

citizens we must not tolerate situations where people willing to reso

problems meet with lack of understanding and bureaucratic ind.ffer-

^ln developing socialist democracy, the activity and initiative ofthe

oeoDle lt b important to provide a broad platform for an exchange of

views and for the application of constructive criticism. We must reac

such a stage in public affairs that the respective organs will readily

respond to the suggestions of the people, remedy the criticized sho.tcom-

'"^nlhe cmirse^ofreinforcing popular power
and the contmued^dcve^ofJ-

mcnt 0f socialism, an important role is played by representative bod.es.

The main link with the citizens, a real school of s^cal.st democ.acy a^e

the National Committees, with hundreds of thousands of dedicatee

deputies and activists working in them.

n» ’ ’
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The objectives of our economic and social development require a

substantial increase in the effectiveness of the National Committees,

especially in the implementation of the comprehensive economic and

social development of their areas. The National Committees should, first

of all, make better use of their own material and financial resources for

the fulfilment of the overall objectives of society and the satisfaction of

the citizens’ needs; they should more effectively influence the purposeful

utilization of labour, the effectiveness of capital construction, and

frugality in expending all funds.

We consider it necessary for the National Committees to extend and

improve services, meet more effectively the needs of the population in the

spheres or housing, distribution, transport and public order, pay due

attention to the cleanliness and pleasing appearance of towns and

villages, be more active in the education of citizens; in short, to do

everything they can to make the lire of the people contented and happy.

It appears essential to strengthen the authority of the National

Committees in towns, rural community centres and on housing estates.

We shall go on improving the system of directing the National

Committees; we shall see to it that the Governments of the Republics do

not tolerate any restrictions of their authority, and that they co-ordinate

the activities of the Ministries in their relation to the National Commit-

tees directly and more effectively than hitherto. A bigger share in the

direction of the National Committees must be given to the control of the

fulfilment of the objectives stipulated by the state plan, and the obser-

vance of socialist legality. . .

.

Comrades!

We shall be able to accomplish the great and difficult-tasks that we are

setting ourselves in the development of socialist society if the Party will

develop its political education and ideological work in accordance with

the new requirements and if socialist consciousness—the educational

and cultural maturity of the working people—will further increase. The

entire history of the revolution and the building of socialism offer us

plenty of examples testifying to the fact that a person equipped with

Marxism-Leninism, deeply convinced of and dedicated to the truth of

socialism, does not retreat in the face of obstacles, does not lose his

assurance even in the most difficult situations and does not fear to wage a

struggle for the implementation of his socialist ideals.

Our Party is aware of the importance of ideological work for strength-

ening its bonds with the masses and for enlisting the working people for
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Workers’ Parties, and it would in our view be useful to review them

J°
Hismry confirms that the forces of each Communist and Workers’

Party which is waging a struggle for the rights of the working people,

peace, democracy and socialism, are multiplying whenever the intern -

ion ilist unitv of our whole movement is growing stronger

ln the spirit ofthe Appeal For Peace and Disarmament adopted at the aris

meeting of European Communist and Workers' Part.es ast year on

Party is aiding the establishment of a common peaee front with all

democratic, progressive and peace movements, politico part.es an

organ at ons Without overlooking the differences ideology and

oohdeat auitudes, we intend to continue .0 promote relat,ons with

Social Democratic and Socialist Parties on the bas.s of a cm™.™i dnve

to strengthen the process ofditente, to slop the arms race and to avert

dZr

he1::ros, of reinforcing the broad anti-imperialist front we shall

expand our co-operation with the progressive and democratic forces of

Aria Africa and Latin America.We shall strengthen our internationalist

ties and friendship with all countries which have chosen the patl

socialist development, and with the organizations and movements

which are waging a consistent struggle against colonialism, neo-colon.

a

Um and racism for the complete liberation of their countries from

Tpenlst domination. The Czechoslovak people will always be on the

side of the nations fighting for freedom and independence, and

sunnort their economic and social development.

We resolutely condemn the imperialists' attempts to export counter-

revolution wherever the nations decided to overthrow the yoke of

imS"v"munists and all our people express their unequi-

vocal approval of the fraternal aid selflessly extended by the Soviet

Union to the Afghan revolution. We stand firmly by the side of the

people and revolutionary forces ot Afghanistan.

The situation in the Near East has further b^n complicated and

sharpened as a consequence of the hegemonistic efforts of the USA. \\ c

fufly support the proposal of the 26th CPSU Congress to convene an

international conference on the elimination of this

tension An overall political settlement must be based on respect to. the

legitimate interests of all states and nations of this regiom This presup-

poses the accelerated withdrawal of Israel, troops from all Arab tern

lories occupied since 1967, full respect for the right of the Arab people o

Palestine to self-determination, including the setting up o t eir ow

independe

of all the :
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even now on the deployment in Europe of new nuclear medium-range

missile weapons of NATO countries and the USSR.

A Europe at peace is not to the liking of the military-industrial

complex in the USA. American imperialism has not given up its

intentions to transform it as part of its global hegemomstic plans into a

potential theatre of nuclear war. It is at the same time spread mg

fallacious notions that the USA would he spared of any horrors ofwar

We believe that the vital interests of nations, the force of reason will

prevail. On our part, we intend to do everything in our power for the

cause of peace

Comrade

Comrades!

The eighties will not be easy years. The most important task facing

mankind is the preservation of peace.

The new important initiatives put forward by Comrade Brezhnev at

the 26th CPSU Congress outline a realistic peace alternative to the

imperialist policy of deliberate intensification of international tension.

Our Party regards this organic continuation and development of the

CPSU Peace Programme as a reliable and effective way to solve the most

burning and urgent problems of contemporary international life. At the

same time, we see it as a concentrated expression of the innermost vital

interests, needs and goals of the whole Czechoslovak people in interna-

tional relations.
.

We realize that the assertion of these peace aims will not be an easy

task. A tenacious struggle will have to be carried on with reactionary and

imperialistic forces attempting to revert the process of detente. We fu y

share Comrade Brezhnev’s view that the “guideline for tomorrow must

not be preparation for war, which condemns the nations to a senseless

wasting of their material and spiritual values, but the strengthening o

P<

For the sake of preserving peace and favourable conditions for the

building of our socialist society we shall- -in close alliance with t ic

Soviet Union and other countries of the socialist community -do our

utmost to strengthen the security of the socialist community and to

prevent imperialist aggressive forces from upsetting the present military-

strategic balance. We will strive for the realization of all peace initiatives

jointly worked out and asserted by the socialist countries, which arc-

proving to the whole world that socialism is the decisive force in the

struggle of nations for peace and international security.
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"The Lessons of Our

Way"
Article on the sixty years of

struggles and victories of the

CPCz
May 1 981

or our country, 1981 is the year of the 16th Congress of the Cornrnu-

ust Partv of Czechoslovakia and also of the 60th anniversary

oundation. The coincidence of these outstanding events is an expres-

ion of the link between the stirring and eventful initial stage in the

listory of our Party and the vibrant reality of our day and—throug

he plans mapped out by the 16th Congress-w.th Czechoslovakia s

'^Between ^921 and our present-day socialist reality lie six decades ot

the CPCz’s struggle for the working people’s social emancipation and

national liberation, for the establishment of a just ^Uystem

sound positions in the international political arena and for then depen

deuce of the Czechoslovak state. In the course of^
working class and all the other working people led by Par y

overthrew the power of the bourgeoisie, established theirown power

took the road of socialist construction. On that basis was ensured theal

-

round and unprecedented development of the country's nations

^
d

ethnic groups within the framework of a common slate. The CPCz has

fulfilled its historical mission with flying colours, and has implemente

the commitments it has undertaken since its foundation.

At the turn of the 1980s, Czechoslovakia is a developed modern

socialist state with a powerful economic and spiritual potential. It is

characterized bv dynamic social development: a mature economy and

high living standards; close ties between the Party and the people,

profound democracy; sincere friendship, alliance and all-round co-

operatii
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• revolutionary force in the
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^uthorilv the Party has in the whole of
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partitioned along national lines ^ ^pother parties of the

revisionism and nau°natar

*

ic leader, departed fromSi”^ and, in effecr, pur rherr

"policy at the service of rhe bourgeors^^^ by thc

The act of betrayal v,as t c 11
-

n 19l8.20, when at issue was the

revolutionary forces in ^ectos
^ ^ which emerged after the

character of the fledgeling u.
empire. However, the bitter

disintegration ot the Austin-
'

aU the defeat uf the general strike m
experience ot that penoe . a

, cd our revolutionary proletariat

December 1920, was not in va.m ^-d
-^ & complctc political

that in order to defeat t c ou
g opportumism of Social" and r;rlv
br

and truly revolutionary party, as the

Marxist forces which the Commu^
rience> and Lenin personally

nists, with their rich revo u

Quf left Marxist movement was

helped crucially to shape

^

powerful ideological and political tide

XSZ“siriz
forces everywhere, and m °U

' p°„wtonary tide there was a wide spread

On the crest ot the postwar™
ldeas and COnelusions-a crea-

in Czechoslovakia of Lenin *
'

acceleration of the political and

live development of - Lar
^"j, From the December general strike in

ideological growth of the left J c nist Party of Czecho-

aish

;

""in the course of this struggle a large

and-file Social Democrats^^“^^akia e«ncrg«rfa.am»
means that the Communist Par

•

lass character. It declared its

party with a clearly expressed *
Jmmun ism ;

it countered the idea

programmatic adherence t° sciei

^ ^ -

ng forward the slogan of

of a reconciliation with the bourg
_ ' ^utionary transformation of

the class struggle for the the banner of

society; in contrast to^^^the multinational state, the CPCz

was shaped a^^united organization of the revolutionary proletariat of

the entire eou

Communist m
The foundii

brought to a

country, and

revolutionary

arena ol cla;

ending the cl

and installing

ethnic groups

The Coinn

genuinely Lei

in battle, to a

them a concn

of society ovc

at that time:

cally. That

towards vict

victory. Vict

Vol. 13, p. S

Since its

advanced al

theory and i

was a contes

revolutiona

crucial batt

against rigl

political ire

of eapitalis

The Part

ization, a n

ter. The re’

Party func

this task.

The stri:

its high pc

turning pc

leader anc

capitalism

the CPCz
cally and



I

reformism,

rties of the

tarred from

put their

fered by the

ssue was the

;ed after the

r, the bitter

;ral strike in

y proletariat

lete political,

ism of Social

party, as the

i bv the left

iviet Commu-

in personally

lovement was

I
political tide

.ttitude to the

workers’ and

action of these

s a wide spread

isions—a crea-

ie political and

rcncral strike in

rty of Czech o-

y
ran a straight

ally active rank-

•Leninism. This

lerged as a mass

•. It declared its

untcred the idea

ai d the slogan of

ansformation ot

>fl the banner of

1 state, the CPCz

ary proletariat of

Sixty years of struggles and victories 1 1

5

the entire country, and as an inalienable part of the internattona.
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th „ Czechoslovak working-class movement and was a herald of the

future triumph ofThe:p«te
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.heOPCzledtheslruggleforthe
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most consistent patriots and resolute defenders of the Republic and

democracy. the ignominious betrayal by

The Party mobilized the mas-
Xchos^l bourgeoisie, which in

the Western great powers and
Soviet proposals on joint

Munich in 1938 and in March 193^fSp‘“
of ^on-left our

actions and aid to Czechoslovakia in From the
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.
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of the CPSU by Leonid Brezhnev. AIL nations

^

ism-.his is inevitable, but~ f"mof democracy, to

each will contribute somet ling
rn|etariat to the varying rate of

,„me variety of the dictatorship o ^‘^ud’iife® (V. I.

socialist transformations in the P
sidcaofLenin’sthatis

Benin, CoUected Work, Vol 23 ppg™ - reafeation of this

embodied in the policy

££££ mos, important successes of the

ourparty in the building and development
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”
Despite die'complexity, scale and novelty of the *

intemationa^situalion^nd^he'cidd ^^^^^pg^o^when^the

party was able to mobilize roac nw P^
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The total triumph of socialist
material
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Congress

1 5 April 1 982

Excerpts

Esteemed Guests, Dear Foreign Friends, Comrades!

On behalf of the Centra!

Czechoslovakia, the Centra
attending delegation, as well as on

Czechoslovak Government a
to you> delegates to the

my own behalf, may I exten <
'

tl e more than seven-

,0^ Trade Union Congress.
fand func.ionaries of the

million-strong army of member., aetmsts

Revolutionary Trade Union Movc
,

'
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The 10th Trade Union Congress ranks among™J the fact
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>
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.
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vocal suPPor, for ,he .?*.
This accords with the traditional unity

which has been

between the PartY an

^ * decades of common struggle for the

forged and strengthened
Innv class and the working PeoPle as

pollieal and %tZZton of the CPC, in the

a whole. This has been so sine

^ and woAi dunng the

hard class struggles against exp ^ gk at?ainst fascism and for

period of the bourgeois repub s

()f the people’s democratic

continue to be so m the future,^ workin dass have always exerted

The enemies of socialism a
tQ frustra, e thejoint advance by

and are even today exerting gic t

tQ disrupt the unity of the

the trade unions and the

d f uJcslo anofthc so-called “indepen-

trade union movement itself. V
-J> ^ seducc them aWay

r^weTas fro, the crisis Period
of the

second half of the 1960s
the Revo,utionary Trade Union

We highly appreciate the fa

ization Gf the Czechoslovak

Movement, the unite it a cv
‘ unequ ivocally supported

the lead-

working people, has eonststen

^ CzechJ,slovakia in „ur society and its

ing role of the Communis
dve part in its implementation.

programme, and ha^becn ta mg
roleof the trade unions, regarding

The CPCz puts a high value o i

^^ building and development

their good work as an importa
d and slrong trade

of our socialist of our people. The

unions are a great revoluliona
,

nJuch aUCnlion to reinforcing Us

and anthori, strengthened.

r^ng7d—

"

suggestions and propos

^ economy, and improvement of living

andwoiking'cttnditions aid of the trade unions’ own activity. They also
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brought out many sound and useful ideas and not a few justified critical

r> - ... r . 1. p « mnrf.rnDrOUaiH UUi mail V

and self-critical words which sprang from the working people s concern

for improving matters and ensuring the success of our work. State a,

economic organs, as well as trade union bodies, must see to it that these

suggestions and proposals are not forgotten and that they are fu y

Ut

We highly appreciate the trade unionists’ responsible approach and

their unanimity on the basic political issues. We arc happy to sec t len

working activity and initiative. Wc know that in many sectors tl .

fulfilment of tasks is no easy matter. That is why we appreciate a 1 he

more the broad upsurge of socialist emulation and of the pledges

bv which the trade unionists want to help fulfil them

I want to convey to our Revolutionary Trade Union Movement to i s

members, activists and functionaries, and to all the working people t te

sincere gratitude of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia for the r

selfless work, which is an important contribution to the continuing

development of our socialist homeland and to the strengthening of ou

internationalist ties with the Soviet Union and the other fiaternal

S<>

We are°convinced that the deliberations of the 10th Trade Union

Congress will also be held in the spirit of a demanding, critical and

self-critical approach to its own work and in the spirit of the hig

common responsibility of the Revolutionary Trade Union Move

mem, the most massive organization of the National Front,

further development of our society. We have attentively heard the

Report of the Central Council of Trade Unions delivered by Comrade

Hoffmann. 'The Report runs in the right direction; it provides a

good orientation for the future work of our trade unions. It is a

favourable account of the trade unions' important contribution to

the building of socialism. It convincingly demonstrates then active

participation in the shaping and implementation of the policy of our

Party and State, in the working out and fulfilment of our national

economic plans, and in management and administration. It is also a

record of the trade unions’ great contribution to improving the living

and working conditions of our people and to the care for their ec u-

cation and training.

The struggle for the development of socialism is the common concern

of our whole society, of the working people’s active and selfless endeav-

our The indispensable earnest of its success is common effort by the

Communist Party, the socialist state, the trade unions and the entire

National Front . .

.
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• a v->\- nractice in building socialism in the

That is experience yen k P
nther countries of the socialist

^ietUnion ,
;nS^—

—

on this Leninist experience and ha k
dammtal sources of our

pled stand on this matter. This rs one ol the

strength, of our farther successes m the

tl,e 9th Trade Union Congress abound m great

The five years su.ee the
ber of good results. We have, however,

effort. We have achieved a »»«*«
mbta!: wc have had to over-

all had to tackle numerous
t succeeded in attaining all our

come a great many obstaclesWV e h ^ ^ an ovcrall object.ve

aims or all the objectives of ou p rightly claim that a great

assessment of the results achreved we can
strides in the

deal of good work has been done.
society. The socialist system

economic and cultural deve'“P™'
people s moral and political unity

has been further . anc

P

^^ h been

has been deepenedmie foreig ^ and knowledge. All

also strengthened. V\ e have
g for our further advance,

of this goes to create sound P r
= ^ confirmation of the correctness

There has been a full and
linc of building a dcvel-

of our Marxist-Leninist course ol 8^^ elaborated in concrete

oped socialist society, which In _ outlined a challenging

terms by the 16thCPG»Conjpm
;

T^^ ^ cukural develop-

programme for the continue
soCialist democracy—'

the unity of

ment of our society; tor deepen S
country; for strength-

"
“nlTatcd is\Z this genera, line should be even more

consistently implemented.
growing strength of our

In setting our p*.
'

o

wo* for the nourishing of

society, from our people s will an ^^ the deepening ofco-

our country, from the advantag
.

^ so doing ,
we took full

It. om = -hat we desire, hot on strtet

respect for this objective situation.
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We have repeatedly said .ha, ,he priees of fuel energy, raw

and feeds, nffs have sharply increased in the world economy It has also

become more difficult to obtain them from domestic output. There ts a

rapid acceleration of scientific and technical
1
evelopn.enV»^fu^

increases the demands on and competition in export. The

“^tTem pSo^mpTS has also stepped up its politically

motivated discriminatory measures against the soetahs, c°onlncs,™
conflicts with the accepted norms of international law and w h

1
• t if I he Helsinki Final Act. This situation has further accentu

amd^the w mp""or us of developing all-round c„-opera„on

and economic integration with the Soviet Union and the other soetahs,

C

°DeveIopnutttts 'inutile world economy also pose highly complicated

pr, Wcmsfo our state, which needs to import most of ns raw matenal

and to export manufactured goods. The 1 6,h Congress has formulated as

a realistic if challenging, way to their solution—the requtremcn

accelerate the switching of the national economy to intensive^devolop-

ment and to consistently follow the strategic line of enhancing the

efficiency of production and the quality of all workmanshipIn contrast

m the preceding five-year periods, we have to ensure the further develop-

me'nt o
P
f our economy! fo/al. practical purposes either-

with smaller resources of fuel, energy, metals and other ma enals

including raw materials. Output needs to be boosted by raising labo

productivity with economies in the number of working peison.

are increasingly orientating ourselves towards more intensive use of cn

own raw material resources, even if in some cases this cnta^^ '

able demands on investment, rising costs and ecological problems. L here

ts a need to ensure a substantia, increase in the share ofhigh-quality and

high-technology products and also more efficient use of material and

energl inputs. There is a need to make much more intensive use of the

available fixed assets. Apart from indispensable construcuon

must concentrate our means on their modernization and on he accelera

tion of scientific and technical development. We lay

on a fundamental task of state-wide importance m '^easing our sdf

sufficiency in the production of foodstuffs. Everywhere n both the

production and also the non-production spheres, we are following an

will continue to follow the way ofstringent economies,
including greater

nressure for a reduction of administrative personnel.

Consistent efforts to attain these goals is the main P r^ul

^
e f
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Congress of the CPCz determined. Our people well know from theirown

experience what socialism has brought them. We can take stack w

orlde of the changes in the society, the rise of the mater, al and cultural

standards of the broad masses, the development of the countryside,

growth^of education and culture, and the
though

meats A highly taxing and challenging task is to maintain the g

=iE=ai=s&s
"tSrirL 6th Party Congre5S provide out peopie with

asirss
-

nsn
HSW-E
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must be up to a higher standard
unions have accumu-

ln fulfilling their economic ldsks
’ h good work. How-

latcd much experience an avc
slaie and economic

ever, like the whole of our socie Y the^anyj^ ^ thc tradc

bodies, all the ^ imp<)rtan, problems: how to

unions are now faced wit
g increase thc effort to raise the

make work more e feetive, m
be donc to markedly accelerate

efficiency of the economy, w
make better use of our

scientific and technical development, and£ Ruction is con-

arxx ,hrif'“
don, and the ^securing the interests of

the working people follow* to obhgation^eanac-^ontn-
to solving all these probler . • g

uiativesand social emulation. As

especially in further developing w
^ promote the most rapid

d^
in the present

Pe
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n« on,y an economic but also ahi “he
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.
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SSSIr
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Speech at the Third Congress of the

Socialist Union of Youth

1 October 1 982

\>

Excerpts

Comrade Delegates, Guests, Dear Young Friends!

The present younger generation is witness to as well as active;P^P^
in tremendous revolutionary transformations in mankind s life. he.

era launched by the October Revolution 65 years ago has changed he

face of the world out of all recognition. The principles of scientific

Socialism, which the working people of the Great Land of the Sov.e s

were the first to implement under immensely difficult conditions are

today being realized in a number of European count ries. They are taking

deep root also on the Asian. African and Latin American continents. I he

ideas or Marxism-Leninism have beeome the most influential ideational

stream They arc mobilizing hundreds of millions of people for an active

struggle for their national and social freedom, for social progicss, or

Socialism and peace. The mighty wave of the national liberation

movement practically put an end to colonial domination by »rnpenaJ.s

powers. More than one hundred newly independent states came

being on the shambles after the Second World War.

The process of the revolutionary transformation of the world s

permeated with the scientific and technological revolution which is

profoundly transforming entire branches of human cnd™
r

release of the vast energy ofthe atomic nucleus became a harbinger of an

unprecedented development of productive forces. More than one hun-

dred years ago Jan Neruda dreamt about mankind breaking down the

bars which sfand in its way to the stars. Twenty years ago Y un Gagann

flew into cosmic space for the first time. Today mankind is aiready tak. g

5old steps—although still only initial ones-to come to know and make

practical use of outer space. We take pride in the fact that thanks to our
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with ,he Soviet Union Czechoslovakia is playing a part in

development of microelectronics, we stand at the threshold of an era in

whTch rlotlation is becoming one of the most dynanne branches of

human activity. One could similarly speak of new directions .n chem

tion ()f the development or biotechnologies, medicine and othei bra

ches All this gives new dimensions and perspectives to the enure soc.a

ESESESS
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devoting great care to the education of the people, and with a rich

culturaflife. It is a country with genuine democracy, in which the will o

the people and social justice prevail.

The results achieved confirm that the revolutionary path chosen by

our people in the Slovak National Rising and m the May Rising o

Czech People, and endorsed definitively m the tebruary days of 19

corresponds to its interests, it is affirmation of the vitality of the

principles of Marxism-Leninism and of the historical ascendancy of

^^'he^ytiunge^^neratfijns also made a fair contribution to these

struggles and the achieved results. They linked their notions of he

future, of their life and work, with the revolutionary strugg e o he

working class. We arc fully entitled to claim that Socialism fulfil led their

hopes. The social certainties of young people occupy a significant p ace

in the system of the social gains of the people. Young P^ple enjoy

extensive rights, their lives are materially and socially secure, they

without fear of tomorrow and they have wide opportunities for invo

"'During the^eventies a number of fundamental issues concerning the

life of the younger generation were successfully solved. The hous g

conditions of young families improved. Their consumpt.or'

Social aid to families with children, in Us various forms, has already

reached 32,000 million Cz. crowns per year and makes up a significant

nart of their overall incomes.
,

Care for young people, their education and the application of then

creative abilities is a characteristic feature ofthe entire period of socialist

construction. The socialist character and educational tfiinction of he

school have been consolidated, and so have its links with the needs of

society. Young people are today entering life with adequate vocational

tra

Much could also be said about the improved conditions for spending

leisure time, for recreation, sports and the cultural activity of young

people. This also contributes significantly to the fact that today s

younger generation is deeply linked with Socialism, that it is linking

life its plans and its perspectives with it.

By its activities, elan, and sense for the new, each young generation

significantly influences the life of society. That is why our Party gives

constant consideration to solving the questions of youth as an mchspen-

sablc and significant part of its entire programme. 1 h.s has been

reaffirmed by the resolutions of the 16th Congress of the Communist

Party of Czechoslovakia.
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The economy is today an important front in our struggle for further

socialist development. The core of our economic policy is contained in

the demands for increased efficiency and quality ofwork, for transition

to an intensive development of our national economy, lor the mobiliza-

tion of new factors of growth, especially of scientific and technological

development and for socialist economic integration. The crux of the

matter is to substantially improve our control over the great values

which we are putting into our economy. Each kilogram of metal, grain,

motor fuel, cement, food and animal feed, every machine and product

must be utilized with the utmost economy. The efforts of Youth Union

teams, of the Searchlight of the Young drive and of other initiatory

projects which help to realize these aims deserve our full support and

further extension.

The substantially fuller application of the achievements of scientific

and technical progress is a key demand of the 16th Congress, the

prerequisite to permanently raising efficiency. This is also the prerequi-

site to success in the competition with capitalism which, as \ . I. Lenin

used to emphasize, will be decided by higher productivity of labour. We

are therefore founding our objectives in the development ol society

primarily on the linking of the achievements of the scientific and

technological revolution with Socialism. Evidence of our endeavours is

provided by the fact that we have set about building our own nuclear

energy generating industry as well as a number of modern industrial

branches. Yet in all sectors of our economic life, in microelectronics, in

engineering, in agriculture and elsewhere we must substantially step up

our efforts and speed up the pace of our advance. Under present

conditions what is for the most part involved is not a further increase in

the volume of production but rather the output of top level products,

insofar as their technical standards, quality and utility values are

concerned. This is no small task. If, however, we concentrate the force,

energy and attention of our whole society on it, the task is a realistic

one.

In order to speed up scientific and technological development we are

carrying out and will in future continue to press for effective measm es in

the whole system of planning, organization and management, in the

system of material motivation and in investment policy. Tt must be

emphasized with great urgency that concrete steps must be sought

and realized in every' sphere for the successful fulfilment of this truly key

task.

The preparation of your Congress, as well as its deliberations, are of

right strongly orientated towards encouraging the interest of young
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find one’s proper place in life is never easy, and even less so for young

people. Many, frequently contradictory, influences and phenomena

make their impact here. This process is closely linked to the great

revolutionary struggle for the transformat .on of society, to the strugg c

against the influence of bourgeois ideology and morality-

Today’s young generation was born and brought up under Socialism.

Socialist achievements are a matter ofcourse to it. It has no knowledge o

the burden ofmass unemployment, ofthe loss of perspectives and of the

feeling of hopelessness afflicting its contemporaries in the capitalist

world It is good that you yourselves have not had to get to know all these

things from your own experience. It is therefore all the more necessary

however, for young people to know well the path which we had

traverse, to know how much struggle and selfless labour is embodied m

our socialist present. Over the years we have had to overcome numerous

difficulties, and to come to grips with errors and shortcomings too. T c

experiences and lessons drawn from the struggles for the victory of

Socialism have enduring validity and serve as an important guide line to

the younger generation. „

An integral part of this is the fostering among young people

national pride and internationalist feeling; of pride in the historical past

of our nations as well as in the achievements of socialist construction, in

Czechoslovak socialist patriotism.

In order for young people to build a solid life-orientation, it is

important to encourage socialist class consciousness, a firm conviction oi

the rightness of CPCz policy and of the ideas of Marxism-Len inism, to

make them understand the magnitude but also the complexity ol the

historical achievements of Socialism. V. 1. Lenin already reminded l„s

audiences that young people approached Socialism differently,

different way, in a different manner and in a different situation from

their fathers" Thcv verify the correctness and truthfulness of Marxism-

Leninsim by other practical experiences and by new revolutionary tasks.

For today’s younger generation this means above all practical and dai y

involvement, direct participation in work for the continuing prosperity

of Socialism, in the struggle for peace and progress.

This is the principal way of increasing the co-responsibility of young

people for the development of our society. The crux of the matter is for

voung people to see in this work the purpose and content of their life, to

receive satisfaction from it and to view it as the means of then social

usefulness. That is why it is so important to entrust them in much argei

measure and more boldly than so far with demanding and responsible

tasks and functions. Even today they play a not inconsiderable part in
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have achieved in many sectors, as well as the objectives and goals which

you are setting yourselves for the coming period. It focusses challtng

ingly, critically and self-criticallv on those points where there are sti

shortcomings in your work; where matters are not such as we would wish

them to be. It also indicates ways and means of overcoming these

Sh<

A very important condition ofthe successful work ofthe Youth Union

is a constant review of its working methods. It is essential for yours to be a

voting organization, not only by virtue of the age of its members but

above all by its clan and forms of work, which should be lively an

attractive to young people. You arc not yet succeeding m this

everywhere. A formal, frequently one-sided approach is apparent m

quite a number of Youth Union branches, Instead of seeking new,

interesting, varying methods of work a seemingly easier path of schema-

tic routine and paperworkisbeingtaken.lt is one ofthe important tas s

of all organs of the Youth Union to devote constant attention to

eliminating these weak spots from your activities

The younger generation is made up of boys and girls of different ag

groups and professions, who have varying life experience and knowledge,

varying interests, hobbies and needs. All this must be taken into account

in your work. It is essential to shape the Youth Union character with the

broad participation of members. You know from your own experience

that this is no easy matter. It is right that you intend to make an even

greater contribution to the development of our economy. A sigmhcan

place in the activities of the Youth Union organization must however

belong also to culture, and to good entertainment, sports and physica

education activities. All this has always been attributed to youth and will

continue to belong to it.
, ,

We are pleased to know that the Youth Union has further strength-

ened and unfolded its activities over the past five years.

It is a strong organization which today is in active practice wherever

young people live, work, study and learn. Within its ranks it associates

almost one halfof all our boys and girls. The task now is to seek and fine a

wav to the whole of our youth.

That is why it is so important for you to know how working-class yout 1

lives what are the worries of the young people in plants; and so

important for you to be able to solve, together with the plant manage-

ment and trade union branch, their justified needs. 1 his also applies

fully to other sectors—to schools, youth and student hostels and othei

P
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I wish the deliberations ofthe Third Congress ofthe Socialist Union of
Y °u

;

h
’ as wel1 as y°ur future work for the realization of its conclusions,

much success—to the benefit of our young generation, to the benefit of
our socialist homeland.
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21 June 1 983
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This policy was the fruit of the common effort ofmany countries and

their leading representatives, the outcome of a realist tc approach to the

present situation in the world. It brought beneht to the peoples o all

con. inents irrespective of their different social systems. The aggravation

of tension is causing serious damage, not only to the national economy

bm to all spheres of social life, to relations between states, nations and

'^Mankind is faced with problems the solution of which is linked to its

future. They include the supply of energy resources environment

protection; help to the young states of Asia. Africa and Latin Amcnca »,

their development; liquidation of famine, poverty and epidemics

use of the world's oceans and of outer space for peaceful pu«P«»-^
urgent problems cannot be solved without the pooling of considerabl

y

material and spiritual resources, without constructive international

cooperation. Naturally, the arms race and the varmus economic -

mercial and financial embargoes do not create a su.tablc ground

peaceful coexistence and business-like co-operation
P
Nor- we lose sight of the fact .ha, hotbeds

disturbing crisis situations exist in the world-tens,on which could be

transformed into a devastating war. I. is enough to

fewer than four decades which have passed since the SecondW orld ar,

dozens of armed conflicts have taken place in different parts of the wo ,

claiming a large number of victims.

Huge sums are being spent, not on the enrichment of the life of

people, but on its impoverishment and on endangering „s very <=xtsmnce.

Weapons of mass destruction continue to be

proved. The question with which the nation, of the whole world have

been faced ever since the discovery of nuclear energy- namely whether

thh force will be used for the benefit or for the destruction of man- s

Incoming increasingly urgent. The peaceful uses of -clear energy are

opening up extensive opportunities and prospects for mankind. Ho

eve? "his energy can also be abused for endangenng or complete y

destroying our civilization. We must note with profound concern that in

the country which was the first to make the nuclear bomb, and which •

the only state to have actually used this terrible weapon, there are forccs

even today, which look upon it as a deterrent, as a means of pursuing

their interests and of gaining control over the world.

Representatives of the military-industrial complex in a numbu of

countries increasingly influence important instruments of pohuca a

economic power. There is a growing risk of a new round of the arms

being set in motion at an even faster rate.
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peace, democracy and progress. We strive sincerely to achieve that aim

in co-operation with the Soviet Union and other countries ofthe socialist

community. That is also the aim of the proposals adopted at last

January’s session of the Warsaw Treaty Political Consultative Commit-

tee meeting in Prague. The proposals have enjoyed broad support from

the world public as well as lively interest and understanding shown by

representatives of a number of countries. The proposals are a confirma-

tion of our countries’ readiness and determination to prevent the situa-

tion in the world deteriorating any further, to make the sense of reality

prevail in relations among countries, to promote a feeling of responsi-

bility towards the people of one’s own country and towards the rest of

mankind.
_

We regard those proposals as a sound, constructive basis for reaching

the much-desired turning point in international developments. The

proposals are based on consistent respect for the justified interests of all

countries, without offering unilateral advantages to any one side. I he

socialist countries have always stressed—as they do today—their readi-

ness to judge and discuss any proposals that respect principles generally

accepted and confirmed many times in the past, especially the principle

of equal security for all countries. Unfortunately, the Warsaw Treaty

peace initiative has so far met with no response from the NATO member

countries. Nor has NATO taken any stand on the salient proposal for the

conclusion of a Treaty on the Mutual Non-use of Military Force and on

the Preservation of Peaceful Relations.

We wish to join wholeheartedly with all those who demand that at the

present time everyone should avoid doing anything that would further

complicate today’s already complicated situation.

It is imperative to prevent any escalation of tension, to strengthen

international stability, to seek ways and means of ensuring lasting peace

and the abatement of the danger of war. On behalf of the Czechoslovak

people, let me express the hope that this is what your Assembly will also

contribute to.
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Peace: The Ideal of Socialism

Article published by World Marxist

Review

June 1 983

Mankind is now going through one of the most difficult periods of its

history. It was repeatedly said in the past that the world was nearing a

crucial crossroads at which the direction of its subsequent development

would be determined: whether it would be the way of peace, mutually

advantageous international co-operation and joint constructive solution

of vital and difficult problems facing mankind at the present stage, or the

way of confrontation, conflict, feverish armament, growing tensions and

a gradual slide to the dangerous point of a world nuclear war. But never

before has the crossroads been so close, never before have the peoples

been so starkly and stridently faced with the key problem of choosing

their way as they are just now.

That is because the struggle between the forces striving for peaceful

coexistence between states with different social systems, and the

imperialist aggressive forces, which make no secret at all of their

hostile attitude to the relaxation of international tension has been

exacerbated to an unprecedented degree and invested with global

dimensions. The acts of the aggressive US circles and their closest

allies testify to their urge to establish world domination, to gain

military-strategic superiority over the socialist states, to slow down the

process of progressive social change in the world and to suppress the

national liberation movement.

The mounting aggressiveness of imperialism tends increasingly to

complicate the situation and raise international tension. This is a source

of growing anxiety and apprehension among all peace-loving people

throughout the world. They are ever more convinced of the need for

actively resisting the dangerous line of imperialist policy. 1 here is a
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foreign policy activity of the Land of Soviets immediately upon the

victory of the October Revolution. The emergence of the socialist

community was of invaluable importance in this struggle m the period

after the Second World War and the triumph of the socialist icvolut.o

^ number of other countries. In a briefperiod, the socialist community

developed into the chief force of contemporary social development and

progress In the relations of the socialist states with each other, and

Increasingly also in their relations with a number of other countries, he

thesis which Marx formulated 1 13 years ago in connection with the

protests voiced by French and German workers against the trance -

Prussian war is being gradually filled with concrete content. At that

time Marx said: “Whatever turn the impending horrid war may take

"aL of the working classes of ail countries wil, -Inmately k|

war ... In contrast to the old society, with its economic miseries and m
political delirium, a new society is springing up, whose mlernahonalrule

will be Peace, because its national ruler will be everywhere the same

7

' The ' socialist nations believe that the way to ensure ff™urable

conditions for building the new social system, which is basedIon soc

a

Justice is to struggle to ensure and strengthen peace, because that is a

system whose supreme goal is to provide ever fuller safsfaction of he

working people’s material and spiritual needs and to guarantee their life

in an atmosphere ofpeace. That is the purpose for which Socialism works

to mobiliz/and use all the resources and creative forces of the society.

The same purpose is also fully served by the socialist countries foreign

policy and thdr consistent peace initiatives in the international arena^

Inlhe recent decades, the common policy and struggle ofthe countne

of our community have been expressed in the Peace Programme, which

was adopted by the 24th Congress of the CPSU and further elaborate

by the 25th and 26th Congresses. This Programme was fully and

unconditionally accepted by the Communis, Party of C“Cho^k,a

and by the communist and workers’ parties of the other fratema

countries at their own congresses.
. . ,

The Peace Programme, which is being implemented by thejoint anc

concerted efforts of the socialist community states, sets the baste task. ot

putting an end to the policy ofstrength, the arms race and oonfron^ on

bringing about the relaxation of international tension, and creat g

favourable conditions for the development of mutually advantageous

peaceful co-operation between countries with different social systems.

The struggle to implement this programme has yielded a number o

significant and positive results. Considerable changes have taken place
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in the balance offerees in the world arena. The potential of the socialist

community is growing. The international positions of the states which

have opted for the socialist way of development are being consolidated

The influence of the non-aligned movement is increasing. 1 he world

revolutionary process is developing. The activity of the international

communist and working-class movement, of the working class, of all the

working people and the anti-war peace circles m the non-socialist

countries is rising. All of this goes to create favourable conditions for a

greater scope ofthe struggle for ensuring peace and for the independence

of the nations and social progress. ......
There is good ground to say that in the 1970s both the individual

socialist states and their community as a whole developed suceessfu ly.

That was a period in which the positions of Socialism were marked y

consolidated, in which many peoples made gains in the slvugg cjo

strengthen their national freedom and independence, and in which

was a growth of the forces of peace and social progress.

The positive changes in the international situation met the interests o

all peoples, had their broad and active support, and exerted a profmin

influence on world development. That was precisely formulated by

General Secretary of the CPSU CC Yuri Andropov in his speech a the

CPSU CC Plenary Meeting in November 1982, when he said,

profound conviction that the 1970s, which were marked by detente were

not as some imperialist leaders now assert ,
a casual episode in mankind

difficult history. No, the policy ofdetente is in no sense a past stage. It has

the future before it. ... •

I Iowever, every step aimed to improve the international situation and

for detente in relations between countries made it necessary to overcome

fierce resistance on the part of the most reactionary aggressive forces ot

imperialism, especially US imperialism. Being blinded by anti-commu-

nism, and hatred for Socialism, for the Soviet Union in the hist place

they were not reconciled with the policy of peaceful coexistence and

not abandon their line of confrontation. These circles openly hampered

the development of mutually advantageous international co-opcratio

and detente. This provided fresh confirmation in practice of the hesi.

formulated in the CPSU CC reports at the Leninist party s latest

congresses that detente cannot and does not in any sense invalidate o.

modify the laws of the class struggle, and that not everything in

international matters depends on the socialist states and their friends

al

°ir,

e

the late 1970s and early 1980s, the aggressive circles of the United

States and other imperialist powers sharply stepped up their activity.
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Their political line, aimed at confrontation, was especially intensified

with the inauguration of the Reagan Administration in Washington

They have been ever more openly attacking the principles of peaceful

coexistence, which in the age of nuclear missiles and other

weapons of mass destruction, constitute the only reasonable and accept-

able basis for developing relations between states with d.fierent social

S>

The
S

feverish arms race being conducted by these circles for the

purpose of upsetting the military-strategic equilibrium which has taken

shape in the world and to obtain military superiority over the Soviet

Union and the socialist community as a whole poses a grave threat to

international stability and erodes it. In order to vindicate its extreniedy

dangerous and aggressive foreign policy line, reaction has^ »
is tirelessly fanning in the mass media used to manipulate public opinion

an unprecedently far-flung anti-socialist campaign; it has started psy-

chological warfare. This “crusade” has been actively joined- -and,

fact orchestrated—by the leading spokesmen of the imperialist powers,

the leaders of the United States in the first place.

Publicly discussed and advertised scenarios and doctrines of the

various imperialist strategists have become a component part ofthe anti-

socialist crusade. Thev have considered the possibility and feasibility ofa

nuclear war”, a “pro,raced nuclear conflict, a “firs, .ncapac,-

tating strike”, a “pre-emptive, or preventive strike
,
and so on. I s

irresponsible propaganda is designed to break down resistance of the

broadest possible strata to the idea of a nuclear war, and to get

accept the idea that such a war is thinkable, which is why, the argument

mns there is a need to accept the prospect of it.

These absurd, anti-humanistic and utterly false and lying doctnnes

and scenarios must be exposed with the utmost vigour. Prominent

scientists and experts from many countries have convincingly argue

that if a nuclear conflict broke out, it would have disastrous conse-

quences for mankind. Everyone would stand to lose m a war that would

bring destruction and devastation on a gigantic scale and would jeopar-

dize the very existence of whole nations.

That is why the socialist community countries have so resolutel,

declared that a nuclear clash cannot be allowed to occur. Tn the context

of international relations, no task is now more important and urgent

the nations and states than to avert the threat of a nuclear war in any

form or version. . ,

That is a difficult task because imperialism continues to be a strong

adversary. Despite the advancing and deepening general crisis, which
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tation between the states and peoples, against weapons and a readiness

to use them being set up as a yardstick for the potentialities of social

systems.”

The socialist community countries have countered the war hysteria

being fanned by Washington with a calm and reasonable tone, with

constructive proposals reaffirming the consistency of our peace policy

and its invariable aim of averting the threat of a world nuclear conflict.

This firm and clear-cut line was once again provided with lucid docu-

mentary confirmation in the Political Declaration adopted by Prague.

In it, the socialist states clearly formulated their positions on the cardinal

problems of the present international situation. They emphasized the

urgent need for effective steps to prevent any further worsening of the

situation, to hall the arms race, while it was still possible to do so, and to

go on to disarmament. Having reaffirmed the validity of their earlier

initiatives on the solution of outstanding international problems, they

put forward new, exceptionally important proposals, whose adoption

would reduce the danger of war and help to strengthen peace and

detente in Europe.

That was also the spirit in which the Warsaw 1 reaty s foreign

Ministers Committee held its meeting in April to discuss further mea-

sures for implementing the plans proposed in the Prague Declaration.

The participants also considered practical matters relating to negotia-

tions with NATO and other states on the key problems in strengthening

peace and international security, and in disarmament. They stressed

once again the importance of a dialogue for solving these problems,

extending co-operation and improving the situation on the continent

and in all the other regions of the world. 1 hey reaffirmed the W arsaw

Treaty stales’ readiness to continue and elaborate such a dialogue.

Czechoslovakia is taking an active part in implementing the socialist

community countries’ joint peace programme. The fundamental direc-

tive for our foreign policy at the present stage consists of the decisions of

the 16th Congress of the CP Czechoslovakia, which voiced full support

for the foreign policy line of the Soviet Communists’ 26th Congress and

emphasized our belief that “organic continuation and development of

the CPSU’s Peace Programme is a reliable and effective way of solving

the most burning and urgent problems of contemporary international

life. At the same time, we regard it as a concentrated expression of our

own vital interests, of the needs and goals of the whole Czechoslovak

people in the sphere of international relations' . Accordingly, the 16th

Congress ofCPCz said: “We shall strive to realize all the peace initiatives

jointly worked out and being implemented by the socialist countries.
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The whole of Czechoslovakia’s foreign policy activity is based on the

awareness that our strength, and so also the guarantee of successful

solution of individual problems, is predetermined above all by the

socialist community countries' solid unity and close co-operation. lo

strengthen this unity has invaraibly been the main concern and central

task of the activity ofour party and the socialist stale in the international

arena.

The cornerstone of this policy is sound friendship, alliance and all-

round and developing co-operation with the USSR. They provide a

reliable guarantee, which has stood the test of history, of Czecho-

slovakia’s national freedom, state independence, and sovereignty. These

relations have provided the Czechoslovak working people with solid

support both in the struggle for the victory ofthe socialist revolution and

in building Socialism. They arc the source ofconfidence that our socialist

homeland will continue to be a happy home for its peoples, that it will

continue to develop and flourish. The citizens of Czechoslovakia fully

support this firm foreign policy orientation, and regard it as the most

reliable prerequisite for ensuring favourable external conditions for the

life of their country’s peoples in peace, for the tranquil and creative work

in realizing the plans for further development of the socialist society.

In the joint efforts aimed at realizing the socialist states’ Peace

Programme, our foreign policy makes extensive use of Czechoslovakia s

participation in the work of various international bodies and of its well-

developed bilateral contacts with many states. Czechoslovakia is act i ve-

in the United Nations, where many important recommendations help-

ing to strengthen world peace and security have been adopted over the

past few years, thanks to the constructive stand of the socialist commu-

nity countries. In this context, we fully share the thesis formulated in the

Warsaw Treaty countries’ Prague Political Declaration concerning the

need to enhance the role of the United Nations in international affairs as

an authoritative forum for concerting the actions of states designed to

strengthen peace and international security and to help solve vital

world-wide problems.

Czechoslovakia is involved in a number of negotiations on disarma-

ment and, together with the other socialist community countries, is

making a contribution to the search of ways to end the arms race and to

adopt effective measure to liquidate the stockpile ofweapons. As a direct

participant in the Vienna talks on a mutual reduction of armed forces

and armaments in Central Europe, it has actively backed the socialist

countries’ efforts to achieve an agreement that would help stabilize (he

situation on our continent, while preserving the existing balance of forces

sw -F
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and with respect for the principle of equal security of all the parties. At

the Madrid meeting of the participants in the Conference on Security

and Co-operation in Europe, we are bending our effort to ensuring that a

well-argued call is issued for solving the urgent problems of disarma-

ment, reducing the risk ofarmed confrontation and resuming the process

of detente in Europe.

Unfortunately, the course of all these talks, in which Czechoslovakia is

a direct participant, once again made it clear that the United States,

supported by its NATO allies, has pursued the very opposite goals.

Again and again we witnessed its urge to obtain one-sided advantages at

the expense of the socialist community states and to impose conditions

that would put us at a disadvantage, in a position of inequality, so

weakening our security and defence capability. It will easily be realized

that such an approach cannot help to hammer out any agreement.

In order to strengthen the broad, anti-imperialist front ofjoinl action

by progressive, democratic and peace forces, Czechoslovakia has been

developing friendly ties and fruitful co-operation with many countries in

Asia, Africa and Latin America. We have expressed unconditional

solidarity with their urge to secure genuine national freedom and

independence, and have resolutely rejected and condemned the imperi-

alist policy of starting local conflicts, a policy of meddling and interven-

tion. We support their yearning for economic and social progress and

their hard struggle for complete liberation from imperialist

domination. We have established sound internationalist, friendly rela-

tions above all with the states that have taken the socialist way of

development.

Czechoslovakia highly appreciates the role of the non-aligned move-

ment in the struggle against imperialism and the threat ofwar, for peace,

for an end to the arms race, for detente, and for the development of

normal relations between states. Its role was once again expressed in the

final documents of the recent Seventh Summit Conference of the Non-

Aligned Movement, in Tndia, in which the non-aligned states once again

confirmed their urge to take an active stand for peace, and voiced their

grave alarm over the sharpening of the international situation and the

arms race.

In accordance with the policy of peaceful coexistence, we want to go

on developing good relations and mutually advantageous co-operation

with all the capitalist countries wishing to do so. 1 his obviously means

equitable relations, in which there is no room for any form of pressure or

discrimination, for any attempts to interfere in our internal affairs.

Positive results have already been achieved in contacts with a number of
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line is not influenced by any situational, short-term or tactical considera-

tions. For us the ensuring ofpeace and the peoples’ right to independence

and social progress, peaceful coexistence, fruitful co-operation and

disarmament arc not propaganda slogans but an object of constant

concern and an invariable objective.

Our joint Peace Programme is correct, viable and profoundly attrac-

tive because it is a line which, first, expresses the vital interests not only of

the socialist nations but also of the broadest strata of the population on

all the continents, and second—which is equally important—it is realis-

tic and true, because it is based on an in-depth Marxist-Lemmst analysis

of the whole contemporary situation, and on the crucial motive forces

and main trends in world development.

In the international situation that has taken shape, it is necessary to

act with even greater initiative and consistency in implementing this

peace policy line so as to win for it the support of the peoples, of the

broadest masses of the population and the anti-war forces of the whole

world. After all, this has a bearing on problems that affect everyone s life.

That is why more and more people in every region of the world are

joining in active struggle against the threat of war. An objective assess-

ment of the contemporary stage of international development shows

that the growing threat of war caused by the policy of imperialism is

paralleled by a strengthening, mobilization and activation of the forces

which can prevent war.

There is increasing evidence that Washington’s present line is asouicc

of growing doubts, apprehensions and reservations among many rcalisti-

caily-minded political and public leaders in the capitalist world, includ-

ing the United States. Even the governments of some NATO countries

do not risk supporting it. They, loo, have a growing conviction that, far

from strengthening security, this line could, in fact, lead to a nuclear

holocaust. That is why they have spoken out in favour of continuing the

dialogue with the socialist states and of constructive negotiations on

disarmament.

The mounting threat of war has generated, virtually throughout the

world, including the United States itself, the emergence, spread and

growth of numerous movements opposing nuclear wapons, the step-up

of the arms race and the deployment of new US missiles in Western

Europe. In some countries, the anti-war tide is truly nation-wide and has

a considerable influence on the political atmosphere.

Since the beginning of this year, the mass protest movement against

the plans to deploy new US missiles has acquired unprecedented scope in

the Western European countries. Consequently, life itself provides evi-
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The Czechoslovak people, the organs of our socialist state, the public

organizations of the National Front, work collectives and individuals

fully support this meeting and are closely following the preparations for

it. At the Prague forum, w'e want to create favourable conditions for a

fruitful and constructive dialogue in the course of which its participants

could, on the basis of equality, give an objective assessment to all the

views and proposals aimed to attain the common goal—to prevent war

and preserve peace.

We expect the results of the Assembly largely to help find a common

platform for action acceptable to all those who oppose nuclear war and

want a life in peace. The difficult international situation and especially

the dangerous plans for deploying new US missiles in Western Europe,

whose implementation could have far-reaching consequences for future

developments on the continent, enjoin the participants in the anti-war

movement to raise their struggle to a new stage. The point now is for

everyone who is aware of the threat posed by these plans tojoin efforts in

preventing their realization and to increase their pressure for reaching an

agreement that would help to strengthen peace and ensure the equal

security of all the states.

Even more effective forms of struggle need to be found. Alongside the

staging of mass demonstrations, the formulation of slogans and the

passing of resolutions, there is evidently a need to try to increase the

political weight of anti-war actions, so as to make the movement an ever

more effective and important political force, whose actions have a more

potent and immediate influence on the stand of the individual govern-

ments.

We are aware that these are not simple demands, that the task is not an

easy one. We hope, however, that the Prague Assembly will fulfil its role,

give the anti-war movement a fresh impetus and further enhance its

influence on world development. Wc are convinced that similar hopes

are being pinned on the Prague Assembly by every active participant in

the struggle for peace, against war, for disarmament, for peaceful

coexistence, and for normal relations and fruitful co-operation between

states with different social systems.
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nists and unity with the Soviet Union all made for a further upsurge in

‘In^choIvakTaTin other countries, the national democratic

revolution led to a thorough class, social and ecouomtc testruetur.ng of

society It gave power to a class alliance comprising the working people

of town and country plus the anti-Nazi section of the bourgeoisie The

alliance took political form a, the National Front, in which theming

role belonged to the working class led by the communists. The state

apparatus of the past, disrupted in the course of liberation and he

revolution, was gradually replaced by a new system, people rule ba^d

on National Committees. Immediately after the war, the stale national

bed key industries, banks and insurance companies, effected an agrarian

reform and took steps to confiscate the property of the invaders and

traitors The overall result was a weakening ofthe political and economic

positions of the bourgeoisie. Great attention was paid to the formation

new armed forces, loyal to the people
,„„willineto

The bourgeoisie, part of which had a share in power, was unwilling to

reconcile itself to further revolutionary transformations. It calculat

that the revolution would gradually subside and that this would make it

possible to reverse the march of history. The bourgeoisie was backed in

L by imperialist forces, which by then had explicitly renounced a

international level, co-operation with Socialism within the anu-finen

coalition formed during World War II, and had taken a frankly

Soviet and anti-communist stand.

Preservation and promotion of the progressive character of home a

foreign policy, and consistent advancement of the national democra

revolution became the main content of the subsequent activity of the

Communist Parly of Czechoslovakia. To this end the communists used

both the advantages of their position in the

in the revolutionary initiative of the masses The CPC/ chose tac
_

enabling the working people to see for themselves, by their own exper -

ence the anti-popular intentions of the bourgeoisie.

The logic ofthe revolutionary process in our country, as clsewhe. e,

leading to the definitive settlement of the problem of power the

fundamental question of evciy revolution. The first opt*^ ^
with the bourgeoisie over this issue occurred in Slovakia in 194/. I

defeat suffered bv the anti-popular forces of reaction there considerab >

weakened the positions ofthe bourgeoisie throughout
thecountyAs for

a radical and final settlement of the problem of power throughout

country it came in the memorable February days of 1948. 1 he working

people! led bv the working class and its vanguard, the Communist Party
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In accordance with the decisions of its 16th Congress, the CPCz

helps combine scientific and technological achievements more and

more effectively with the advantages of the socialist system and hasten

the transition of the economy to intensive development. To imple-

ment the line adopted by the Congress, it is necessary to deepen

socialist democracy, perfect the whole political system and work to

draw more and more people into the management of society Society

constantly demands of all of us that we do our best for the education

of socialist man and guarantee people high living and cultural stan-

dards by dynamically developing the economy and raising labour

' Doing everything possible to strengthen friendship with the Soviet

Union and other socialist countries—a friendship based on common

class interests, ideas and goals—is the cornerstone of Czechoslovak

foreign policy.
. ,

The very existence and growing might of the Soviet Union and the

socialist community as a whole, their foreign policy of peace and their

unity and co-operation within the defensive Warsaw 1 reaty and the

Council for Mutual Economic Assistance account in decisive measure,

now as in the past, for the fact that Europe has enjoyed peace for nearly

forty years. Socialist Czechoslovakia will go on doing its utmost to

contribute to the political, economic and defence power of the socialist

community. Today, when the international situation has been made

much worse by imperialism’s aggressive militarist forces, our common

efforts arc aimed at preserving peaceful conditions for life on our planet,

easing international tensions, bringing about disarmament and resum-

ing the policy of peaceful co-operation among all countries irrespective

of their social systems. The recent CMEA Economic Summit showed

this again.

In solving diverse political problems, Czechoslovak communists never

overlook the need to maintain the unity of national and internationalist

interests. We are prompted in doing so by our responsibility to the

working class, to our people and the whole international communist and

working class movement, and by solidarity with the national liberation

and other progressive movements of the world.

The Czechoslovak people express their patriotism and Internationa -

ism by showing a high degree of labour and social activity on the

occasion of the 40th anniversary of the Slovak National Uprising and in

the course of preparations for the anniversary' ofthe May Uprising of the

Czech people and the liberation of our country by the Soviet Army. 1 he

fulfilment of socialist construction plans is the most valuable contribu-
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tion the strength of our community and the struggle for peace and

progress on earth.
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Address at a dinner at the Kremlin on
the occasion of the official visit to the

USSR
31 May 1985

Dear Comrade Mikhail Gorbachev. Esteemed Soviet Friends,
Comrades!

Allow me, first of all, to thank the Central Committee of the Commu-
nist Party of the Soviet Union, the Presidium of the USSR Supreme
Soviet and the USSR Council of Ministers for the invitation to pay an
official visit of friendship to this country, for the warm welcome and
for the kind words about Socialist Czechoslovakia and our Party and
about myself. I am also happy to express my heartfelt gratitude to the
Muscovites for their hospitality. I attach extremely great significance
to the fact that our meaningful and fruitful talks with Comrade
Gorbachev, General Secretary of the CPSU Central Committee, and
my entire stay here in Moscow were imbued with the spirit of great

friendship and mutual respect, understanding and trust which are
typical of our relations.

In this spirit I would like to bring, on behalf of our top party and
government bodies, on my own behalfand on bchalfofthe Czechoslovak
communists and all our people fraternal greetings to the glorious
Leninist Party and its Central Committee and to all Soviet people who
have been leading the struggle for peace, freedom and human progress
since the great October Revolution.

I am sincerely pleased that my visit is taking place at a time when we
are still under the direct impression of the 40th anniversary of the
historic victory over Hitler’s fascism. During those memorable days of
May our people, too, celebrated with pride the anniversary of the
conclusion of their national liberation struggle. We cherish with grati-

tude the memory of our country’s liberation by the heroic Soviet Army,
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tackled by the Central Committee of our Party at its plenary meeting in

Tune We proceed from the continuity of the programme or

construction of deyeloped socialist society. At the same time, and m a

of responsibility, we are aware that the new demands the high

rates of scientific and technological progress, the far-t^tchingchang^ in

the world economy, the efforts to preserve peace, as well as other factors

» raise the level and effectiveness of all our work to a

qU

We are a'tofMing™

1

task that brooks nodelay-the task of first of all

maWng our socio-economic development more dynamic, raising he

technological and intensification level of the national economy

and improving the quality of all our work. This ,s the am, ofou^

»

perfect the system of planned management, boost the social and labo

aetthy of Ae people^ improve the work of the Communis, Party and

“wrcon'side^elom'to substantially deepen our participation in

international socialist integration as an element ofand a
£

the acceleration of our development. We focus primarily on adding

impetus to the development of co-production an

f^,Z

1

^°
It

coordination of research and on concerted progress in other fields, too. It

IsTmoossible to accomplish new tasks, to make us more independent of

capitalism and to better meet our peoples requirements without increa

ingly pooling our countries’ strength and resources, without drawing

°

- ^ That is whv we attach fundamental nnpor

reTo'lLf^uTo^
Summit in Tune 1984. We view economic, sc.entific and technologica

X a ion whh the Soviet Union as a key element here. The avenues

“d
P
aims of this eo-operation are specified in *= Pjo^amme of ns

development up to the year 2000 which we have signed today. We

work to consistently translate this programme into reality.

Comrades!

1 would also like to emphasize that our views in the foreign

coincide fully. We all know that the

irnnerialism led by the imperialist quarters ol the United States nave

embarked on a new crusade fighting against progress and encouraging

revanchism In pursuit of world domination and strategic superiority,

Tey ha "e"aunched a new round of the arms race and started prepare

tions for militarizing outer space. The threat to world peace posed by
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Committee and personally Comrade<*^^£££5
the CPSU Central Committee, great successes in their work: tor-tft g

of their Soviet Motherland, for the peace and prosperity of the Sov.et

people. 13.
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the work of the Party for the coining five years, looking forward to the

end of the century.

The preparations for the Congress were characterized by a business-

like, constructive and highly moral political climate influenced by the

resolutions of the June Plenary Session of the Central Committee of the

CPCz which adopted the decision to convene the Congress. 1 he pre-

Congrcss period, annual Party meetings and conferences and the Con-

gress of the Communist Parly of Slovakia have brought valuable

experience and stimuli.
.

Hundreds of thousands of Party members and other citizens actively

joined in Parly and public discussions on the draft documents prepared

and published for the Congress. Many critical comments of all kinds

were voiced. The mainstream, however, expressed total support for the

Party’s political course and for its internal and external policies. I he

Communist Party ofCzechoslovakia has proved its ideological unity and

cohesion. The preparations for the Congress were accompanied by an

upsurge of activity and initiative in honour of the Congress and the 65th

anniversary of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, bringing parti-

cularly valuable results. From this rostrum 1 would like to thank

sincerely the work teams and all those who have joined the wide stream

of socialist emulation.

The preparations for our Congress were fruitfully influenced by the

27th Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union and by

everything preceding it. That Congress became an event of extraordi-

nary significance and far-reaching historical impact, and is bound to

take an important place in the context of the people’s struggle for peace

and social progress. Through its principled, creative and innovative

approach to the key issues of the present era, the Communist Party of the

Soviet Union proves that it is accomplishing its historical mission in an

exemplary way. The Congress was filled with pride at the great achieve-

ment of the Soviet people and at their great and bold aims; it was a

Congress of labour and of peace, of high moral strength and humanism,

of challenging aims and a Leninist, principled approach
;
a Congress of

sharp criticism of shortcomings, of self-criticism, with no place for

window-dressing or pomp. It was a Congress ofcreative Leninism and or

historical optimism.
.

Our Party and the Czechoslovak people followed the deliberations ol

the supreme forum of Soviet Communists with unusual interest and

attention, especially the political report of the Central Committee of the

Communist Partv of the Soviet Union, presented to the Congress by its

General Secretary, Comrade Mikhail Gorbachov. The Leninist spirit of

the report
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Plate 40. With Yuri Andropov,

General Secretary of the Central

Committee of the Communist Party

of the Soviet Union, in Prague (1983).

Military

• Central

(1981).

Plate 39. Wi.h Rudolf Kirch^hBger, tattel «f ** Republic of Austria,

during a visit to Austria (198^).
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with Helmuih Kohl. Chancellor of the Federal Republic
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PLATE 49. With his son. jan Husik. and family (1985)
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Pi ate 50 In discussion with the Archbishop of Prague, Cardinal rra'u,«*

TomaSek (first from left), and other representatives of ,h
‘k w^S)

at Prague Castle during a festive reception (9 May I98j).

P, vrr 51 With the highest representatives or the Member States of the Warsaw

(Warsaw, 1985).
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U for Mutual Economic Assistance, particularly with the Soviet
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never forget that our entire work must be based on the growth ofpeople’s

initiative and on the development and application of their creative

potential.

We must raise all the political, organizational and ideological work of

the Party to a higher level, improve the activity of State and economic

bodies and all the links in our political system, and use such approaches,

methods and style of work as will guarantee that the goals we shall set for

the coming period will be met.

Comrades!

The key issue facing us at the present stage ofdevelopment, both from

the internal and international points of view, is the inevitable need to

speed up the social and economic development of our society, substan-

tially raising the efficiency and effectiveness of the national economy.

Our entire material and spiritual potential must be mobilized to this

end. The tasks resulting from this must be seen in the context of their

revolutionary impact, as the principal battlefield on which the further

successes of Socialism will be decided. Their implementation concerns

both production and the infrastructure, the work of the Party, the

socialist State, economic bodies, the trade union movement, the entire

National Front, National Committees and all the citizens ofour socialist

homeland.

The purpose of all our efforts, as we see it, is primarily to raise the

living standard of the people further and to strengthen their social

certainties. We must create conditions for the satisfaction of new,

qualitatively higher requirements by our citizens, for the harmonious

development of the people’s personalities and for the enhancement of the

socialist way of life. At the same time, we must bear in mind that the

raising of the material and cultural standard of the working people is

directly dependent on their active participation in the creation of social

resources.

On the basis of an analysis of the potentialities and requirements of

the further development of society we are setting ourselves high tasks in

the outlook of the economic and social development up to the year 2000.

In the next fifteen years the national income is to increase by more than

two-thirds, while the relative consumption of materials and energy in

industry is to be considerably reduced. The social productivity oflabour

is to go up by nearly two-thirds. This is the only way of creating the

necessary resources for increasing the population’s personal consump-

tion by at least 50 per cent, for a further increase in social consumption,

|p

I
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among the world’s industrialized countries and to contribute effectively

to the strengthening ofthe positions ofsocialism in the peaceful compct -

tion with capitalism.
• h

Arising from this is the enormous importance of our part in the

implementation of the Comprehensive Programme of

Technological Progress of the

Mutual Economic Assistance up to the Year zuu
> t

^ouaUtat vely new step forward in the process of socialist economic

Leara^on This programme is also important from the pom, of

view of making our countries less vulnerable technically and eco-

nomically in relation to the capitalist world. Its strategic mes ai

at*The electronization of the national economy, the comprehensive

automation of production, the development of nuclear enginecri g,

the devising of new materials, the introduction of new technologies

and the development of biotechnologies are fully in keeping w th

Czechoslovakia’s needs. We consider the implementation of the p

Vmo a kev task of our economic, scientific and technological pel-

?c7and liU71:' .O focus on i, the attention of all industries,

industrial groups and enterprises, and our entire scientific

Se

Tn the^efforts we attach greatest importance to the implementation

sssassssssssssg^
Assistance, requires an initiative, active and responsible approae

throughout the entire managerial and economic sphere.

The mechanism of management and planning and the entire invest

mem Pdicy must be subordinated to the long-term strategy of in ens.fi-

Xon Of the national economy based on scientific and techno ogiea

progress Efforts aimed at intensification, scientific and technolog.ca

progress restructuring, and the substantial improvement of manage-

rnTX pIlnning must be a, the centre of the attention of Party,

Stale and economic organizations. This requires us to raise the sta

dard of organization and discipline everywhere, to radically improve

the style of work and to create a corresponding creative and business-

like atmosphere. We must be more resolute in overcoming stereotype,

“al conservatism, inertia and habits dtaraeter^

,ive development of the economy, and in keeping with the

ments of the time we must change the psychology and methods of

people’s work.
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the application of qualitatively new kinds ofmaterials and setting a high

ra

Enmlmnrtog«her with electrical engineering, is the backbone of

our mdust

r

ry

S
’lt Iploys a large number of highly skilled workers

technicians designers and other experts, who represent an important

creaave^otentiai Naturally here, too, adequate condittons must be

created especially for the modernization of basic machinery and techno-

Metallurgical production, its structure and output, modernizat.or

an"Xtion must also be subjected to the demands placed on he

engineering industry. We shall pursue the policy of improving the

Sty and practical usefulness of metallurgical production and of

gradually reducing the output of pig iron and steel.

We shall continue to devote special attention to fuel
_

and^energy

supplies for the national economy. This is a serious task of puma v

important, in which nothing must be neglected. In the sphere o fuel

and energy supplies, the principal feature of our policy is orientation to

he economical^ of fuel, and energy in all

consumption and to obtaining new energy resources. One of the most

important contributions to the solution ofenvironmental problems
is the

=S
coal extraction. We must proceed more consistently in the development

°^hi dt^hemicaUnduslr^we must continue the process ofrestructuring

in favour of a more effective processing ofcrude 0.1 *

the production of pure chemicals and the development of less enegy

intensive production methods. Increased attention must be devoted
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biology centres and technical services in agriculture. The same applies

to science and research in the entire agricultural and food produc-

tion complex and in the crucial supplies branches, in particular the

sphere of agricultural and food processing machinery, the chemical and

pharmaceutical industries, and the respective planning and control

bodies.
.

,.

A task of highly topical import is improvement in the range, quality

and durability of foodstuffs. On the whole, it is imperative to achieve

better utilization of agricultural products and foodstuffs, and to consis-

tently eliminate the all too frequent waste of resources. A particularly

urgent requirement is the need to eliminate existing disproportions

between growing agricultural production and inadequate processing

and storage facilities, to produce a speedy solution to the problems of

foodstuff packaging. The practices we encounter in the harvesting and

processing of sugar beet, the wastage of such a valuable raw-material as

milk, the high losses incurred during potato storage and the poor-

preservation of the fodder crop are no longer tolerable, and it is high time

that due action was taken.

For the period of the 8th Five-year Plan vital measures have been

adopted to improve the management system in the agricultural and food

processing complex. These measures seek to increase the powers and

range of responsibility of agricultural enterprises. The number of plan

indices is being reduced, and the operation of economic tools and

application of contractual relationships between agricultural pro-

duction and the processing industry increased. The measures adopted

are an important instrument for the promotion of the intensification

programme, and for raising the efficiency and profitability of agricultu-

ral and food production. All these arc significant changes leading to

economic and political consequences. The set principles should be put

into effect consistently and on a comprehensive basis at all tiers of

management, from the planning authorities down to farm level, while a

systematic evaluation of experience gained should be made and prob-

lems arising should be tackled in good time.

Comrades!

A sphere requiring the application of particularly strict criteria, a

more resolute line of action and implacability with shortcomings, is

capital construction. This is a sphere where decisions must be made in a

spirit of acute political responsibility, where society’s interests and the

prospects of its development must constantly be borne in mind. In other
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tion of health care facilities and the substantial improvement of their

standard to be an extremely important task. We shall see to it that

Prague will continue to be developed as a political, cultural and social

state centre with an advanced material and technical base, the moderni-

zation of which should be given utmost attention.

Dear Comrades!

The safeguarding of further dynamic development of the national

economy requires the continuous improvement of the system ol planning

and economic management as well as the gradual reconstruction of the

economic mechanism. In conformity with the decisions ofthe 16th 1 arty

Congress we have made major steps in this respect. The proposed course

of accelerating the socio-economic development and intensifying t e

economy confronts the entire sphere with new, qualitatively higher

demands and requirements.
.

We are aware that this involves very complex problems posing high

demands on both theoretical and practical activities All the socialist

countries are seeking the most efficient ways and methods of resolving

this paramount task. In this respect, the decisions of the 27th Congress of

the Communist Party of the Soviet Union are of special importance for

us In the interest of promoting socialist economic integration, the need

to bring the systems of management of the member countries of the

Council for Mutual Economic Assistance closer together should be taken

into account.
, ,

,

The development and management of the economy should also

proceed from the principles of democratic centralism—the improve-

ment of central management, while strengthening the responsibilities

and power of the lower tiers and, especially comprehensive support to

promoting the initiative and material incentives of working teams.

Special emphasis should be placed on improving central management

and planning, strengthening its comprehensiveness and its programme

and co-ordinating functions, which are among the principal tasks of the

Federal Government. As far as the State Planning Commission and

other planning bodies are concerned, they are confronted with an u. gent

task, namely that the plans at all tiers of management should be

consistently aimed at meeting the set targets, that they should proccc

from the criteria of effectiveness throughout society, that the prominent

place among them should be held by norms and indices expressing the

qualitative aspects of production, and that they should be interlinked in

the basic inter-sectoral relationships.
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Much should be changed in the style ofwork of ministries responsible

for individual sectors. It is their task to concentrate pnnwdy on

controlling their respective sectors in a conceptual manner with

ah krmSge of the national economy, free of narrow departmenta

interests and protectivism. At the same time we must use

methods of specifying the plan for industrial groups and enterprises

lhrdt die number of plan indices, and to substantially enhance the role of

eC

Th°etn"- of management shou,d be based on a balanced

of

“f ^nthig The" of the enterprises and industrial groups

must be made fully dependent on the effective use of the

entrusted to them. The effective utilization of economic method! a

instruments of management, in particular prices, ered

^
Jlongde m

economic norms, and the strengthening ofthe role ofthe entire bank g

antTfinancial syitem should ereate scope for socialist enterprise. Great

attention should also be devoted to the improvement ofthe orgamzat.o

of the production and technical base.
.

•

When solving these tasks we should not forget that the basic^rereq »-

site of success is to win people’s participation, interest and support,^,

that^hebroadest strata of the workers and entire workers’ teams, guided

by

&

deep interest and conviction, may take their share in the efforts aimed

”Xa't^Tng oTmueh more forceful attention is a substantial

strengthening of State discipline at all tiers, starting from the top, in

::r"s a, wen » ** r
management must be permeated by systematic, effective contro •

The system of management and planning must exert much higher

nressures sc^ as to speed up scientific and technological development and

t0 apply its results in production. Materialization is slow in Oic u^ o

the requirement that scientific and technical development be=
mad : bo

l e backbone of the plan and an essential element of operation of the

'ptn^ng commission
1

:, the commissions for investments andf™
tific and technological development, the ministries and industrial

armms as well as individual enterprises and works.

g

The’ planning commissions and commissions for investments a

scientific and technological development

particularly in this respect. It is the special task of the ministries
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their materialization.
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internal market. This is a significant factor in stimulating a mood of

public satisfaction and encourages interest in better professional per-

formance, in production growth and in labour productivity.

On the whole, our market is well supplied, especially with foodstuffs,

but certain preventable shortcomings do occur. Often the problem

concerns basically the small things that people need but have to waste a

lot of time trying to get, although we could easily produce them

The Federal Government, the National Governments, Republican

ministries and the executive bodies of producer and consumer co-

operatives must pay exacting regard to the problems of the domestic

market and must eliminate the causes of shortcomings and negative

phenomena with greater resolution and consistency.
. .

It is urgent that we improve the quality of work of ministries o

commerce and general directorates, to achieve closer co-ordination

between trade and production, and to raise the quality and flexibility

the organization of work in the whole system of trade. We must

substantially increase the efficiency of control ofhonesty and fair play in

trading, of the quality of goods and the protection of consumers.

The supply of goods to the market will grow by more than 13 per cent

during this Five-year Plan period. The current standard ofproduction is

sufficient to provide the required quantity and quality of consumer

goods and foodstuffs. It is a great challenge for consumer goods and food

industries, which must be more prompt in meeting the growing demands

of the domestic market in the required format and quality, and in

meeting the demands of all groups of the population. In order to achieve

,his we shall modernize selected lines of production and give priority to

the development of sectors processing domestic raw materials. Imports

will also grow in order to enrich the domestic market.

A much more active role must be played by a greater and, especially,

more varied range of durable consumer goods. The object is primarily to

considerably increase the supply of the required more advanced engi-

neering and electrical engineering products, to improve the manufact are

and sale of furniture, and to be more flexible in offering fashionable

textiles and footwear in sufficient quantities.

The problems of the domestic market are closely linked to the sphere

of retail prices. The principles of a long-term pricing policy were adopted

at the 16th Congress, and we believe there is no reason to change them.

Their essence lies in the unity of the social and economic functions of the

price mechanism, which should contribute to harmony between supply

and demand, and to maintaining the balance on the market. To under-

estimate any of these aspects results in deficiencies, with economic and,
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that might endanger their healthy development, and to see to it that the

values of the socialist way of life arc instilled in their minds.

The family plays the key role in education, in the shaping of the basic

character traits of young people, their emotional, moral and spiritual

values. The Party and the socialist State will continually endeavour to

keep the family as the sound basis of our society. What must alarm us is

the large number of divorces. It shows the need to pay considerable

attention to the education of the growing generation for matrimony and
parenthood.

The Socialist Union of Youth is the Party’s faithful assistant in its

work with the younger generation. Its activity deserves our appreciation

and thanks. We expect it to further intensify its influence on the younger
generation, especially on young workers, and to give even better expres-

sion and satisfaction to the interests and needs of young people, employ-

ing methods that are lively and attractive, without being excessively

organizational, without fits and starts and without being ostentatious.

The activities of the Socialist Union of Youth and of its Young Pioneers’

Organization must be in the focus of permanent interest and attention

from Party bodies and organizations.

In discussing the development of socialist society, we should, at our

17th Congress, express our high appreciation of women, who play an

important role in our political, social, economic and cultural life, and
who take care of the family and the coming generation. I would like to

emphasize that in the period to come, it will also be considered an

important part of our policy to further the increasingly deeper involve-

ment ofwomen in all spheres of our society’s life, and to create still more
favourable conditions for them to fulfil their mission as home-makers
and mothers.

We greatly appreciate the work of all the organizations associated in

the National Front and the contribution of other political parties to the

joint effort of socialist construction. In the future, the Party will rely on
the selfless and praiseworthy activities of the Czechoslovak Union of

Women, the Union of Co-operative Farmers, the Czechoslovak-Soviet

Friendship Union, the Czechoslovak Union of Physical Culture, the

Czechoslovak Society for Science and Technology, the Socialist Aca-

demy, the organizations of our co-operative movement, the Union for

Co-operation with the Army and the Czechoslovak Union of Antifascist

Fighters.

We also highly appreciate the work of the Czechoslovak Red Cross

Society, the Union of the Handicapped, the Czechoslovak Fire Fighters’

Union, the Associations of Hunting Sportsmen, Anglers, Beekeepers,
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and economic development of society demands that the governments

focus their attention on tasks of decisive importance, that they apply

higher criteria to the organization and supervision of the implementa-

tion of the adopted resolutions, and that they ensure that their decisions

are implemented consistently and on time. An important demand is to

improve management and the co-operation between ministries and the

central bodies of State administration, and to ensure better co-ordina-

tion of the activities of National Committees and economic bodies in

regional development.

Every minister must be aware that he is a member of a Government

which is the executive body of popular power. It follows that he must

approach the fulfilment of his tasks not from a narrow department

position, but from the point of view of the interests of society as a whole.

Within the limits of his competence he must ensure that the Party line is

correctly elaborated and unconditionally implemented.

The utilization of effective managerial methods assumes that the

Governments will more resolutely eliminate all bureaucratic barriers

and that they will simplify the structure and apparatus of State and

economic bodies.

Greater strictness is required to reduce the number of different

directives and regulations. In practice we can see that many of them are

of no help either to production or to society; on the contrary, t ey

complicate life quite unnecessarily.

We shall continue paying particular attention to improving the work

of the National Committees. Their role in management and administra-

tion will be further increased. Their social mission as the local bodies of

State power must be enhanced in every respect, to improve the political

and professional standard of State administration and ensure greater-

involvement of citizens in their work. The National Committees must

make fuller use of the powers entrusted to them, ensuring comprehensive

development of the regions and better harmonization of social and local

needs and interests. They will have to take better care of the develop-

ment of education, culture, the health service, market supplies and the

good functioning of local transport.

The attention of the National Committees must concentrate more

than before on seeking and utilizing all resources for the development of

services, particularly those connected with housing, and this must be

done together with the co-operative organizations. Besides building new

flats and ensuring corresponding technical and social amenities in t le

housing estates, they must focus their efforts and means on the recon-

struction and modernization of old houses and flats, public mains and

*

HW
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patriotism and internationalism is coming increasingly to the fore-

^ Clurpropaganda must be more active and specific. It must be

existing reality and take into account the degree of the people s pol.tica

maturity, drawing on the results of science and on the generated

experience of our Party and other fraternal parties especially the

Communist Party of the Soviet Union. Ideological work should avoid

spreading the illusion that further development will be easy and provok-

ing either false optimism or pessimism; it should not restamtentedwth

what has already been aehieved or shun obstacles; it should mobilize

people to fulfil their duties.
,

The effort to win over people’s thinking is a complex, long-term

process requiring immense patience. It must respect changing condi-

tions; it must not yield to outdated opinions and moods, but must a ways

have in view our targets and prospects.

The credibility of such work depends above all on its c
^°

se ‘“P
f

real life and practice. For instance, how can propaganda be effective .

people see that one thing is said and another is done; if words

f0

The
e

necLltyto upgrade our propaganda, to raise its standard a»d

effectiveness, ensues not only from the needs inherent in.the deve p

ment of Socialism, but also from the growing class struggle on the

international scale. Imperialism is stepping up the psychological warfare

which it has launched against the socialist countries and is attempting t

set one socialist country against another, above all against the Soviet

Union It praises some and reproves others, and tries to revive national-

ism and chauvinism and even to misuse the religious feelings of citizens.

We must not forget that Czechoslovakia is one ofthe countries that are

exposed to particufarly sharp attacks by anti-Commumst forces. Any he

is good enough for them to denigrate Socialism, to play down the: icsd

1
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will not support anything incompatible with good taste or which distorts

our socialist reality. The Communists in artists’ unions and publishing

houses, as well as art critics, must influence the arts more efficaciously in

consonance with Party policy and the fundamental values of Socialism.

Far greater demands will have to be placed on cultural education and

on amateur artistic pursuits. This is an important aspect of creative

leisure, encouraging the socialist way of life. We have good, even

excellent, singers and ensembles in the field of light music, too. But there

are also individuals who discredit the good image of our music. We
cannot remain indifferent to the various negative phenomena occurring

in this sphere, with an adverse effect on the moral values of the younger

generation. This should be the responsibility of the respective institu-

tions, the respective art agencies, the National Committees, and the

managing staff of television and radio.

An important role is performed by our culture in fulfilling its interna-

tionalist mission of mutually enriching and bringing together the cul-

tures of the socialist countries and progressive world trends in the

struggle for peace and international understanding.

The importance of mass physical education and sports for a healthy

physical and mental development of the population is growing steadily.

In this respect the Czechoslovak Spartakiad showed quite clearly our

broad background. The Party Central Committee and the Government

justly appreciated the efforts of the thousands of volunteers who worked

in this sphere. The Czechoslovak Union of Physical Education, Svazarm,

schools, National Committees and other organizations must make better

use of the conditions created by socialist society, making physical

education a natural need for the steadily growing numbers ofyouth and

working people as an integral part of their lives.

Slightly different is the problem of top performance sport, which

attracts much attention of the public. Our socialist society allocates

considerable funds to its development. There arc results wc can be

undoubtedly proud of, but there are also sports which have stagnated for

years. It should also be said that political and educational work in this

field is inadequate and must be considerably improved. We must make a

full appreciation of the influence ofthe example set by a young represen-

tative of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic on young people and the

general public. Communists in the Central Committee of the Czecho-

slovak Union of Physical Education and Sport must analyse the situa-

tion and propose measures to ensure that our top performance sport

develops in all sectors in agreement with socialist norms.
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The creation of favourable external conditions for the construction of

an advanced socialist society remains a primary goal of Czcchoslova -

foreign policy. The authority and influence of Czechoslovakia in the

world stem from the successful all-round development of our society and

from our country’s firm place in the socialist community. The develop-

ment of economic and intellectual potential increases our country s

contribution to the struggle for peace, to the solution of the primary

issues of our time—the elimination of the danger of nuclear war and

achievement of international security and disarmament.

Confrontation of two opposing tendencies and approaches to the issu

of war and peace is a feature of today’s world politics. Consequently, due

to the aggressive militaristic policy of imperialism the international

situation is tense and threatens the very existence ot humanity. In their

efforts to weaken Socialism, to gain military and strategic superior, y,

even to attempt social revenge, the imperialist circles particularly those

of the United States, are accelerating the arms race and stepping up their

attempts to militarize outer space. They would like to dict ate their will to

TZ and nations from a position of strength in order to prevent

progressive development.
f .

This adventurist line is opposed by the consistent peace policy of the

Soviet Union and other socialist countries aiming at the stabilization o

international relations, at the continuation of detente at stopping the

arms race, and at disarmament. “Socialism ,
pointed out Comrade

Mikhail Gorbachov at the 27th Congress of the Communist Party ofthe

Soviet Union, “unconditionally rejects war as a means of settling inte-

state political and economic contradictions and ideological disputes.

Our ideal is a world without weapons and violence, a world in which

each people freely chooses its own path of development, ns own way of

U

This indisputable truth is the basis of the programme of peace

adopted bv the 27th Congress of the CPSU. It is a specific integrated

programme whose aim is to free the world from nuclear, chemical and

other weapons of mass destruction, to establish permanent, peaceful co-

operation between nations and states with different social systems, and

to build the foundations of a comprehensive system of international

security. It is a realistic, comprehensible and deeply humane p. ogramme

which represents the highest degree of responsibility for the future.fate^o

human civilization. It is accepted and supported by peace-loiing a

progressive people throughout the world.
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The path of socialist construction we have covered so far has proved

the essential and permanent significance of our alliance, friendship and

co-operation with the Soviet Union for the Czechoslovak people’s vital

interests and for the security of our State. This alliance, based on deep

mutual respect and understanding, and on conformity of opinion be-

tween our Communist Parties on all principal issues, represents for us

not only a revolutionary legacy but also a living present, a matter of not

only the mind but also of the heart. It is a certainty we can rely upon in

all our plans and prospects.

We attach great importance to the solidarity of and concerted action

by all socialist countries. We are prepared to fully normalize and develop

relations of friendship and co-operation with the People’s Republic of

China.

We favour the further strengthening and development of equal

relations and multifaceted co-operation with countries which have

liberated themselves from the colonial yoke and embarked upon the road

of independent development. Today those countries represent more

than two-thirds of the States of our planet, with more than 50 percent of

the Earth’s population. We consider the liberated nations to be our

friends and partners in the struggle for the cause of peace and progress.

Together with them we shall strive for the liquidation of dangerous

hotbeds of tension and for the transformation of international economic

relations, based on just democratic foundations.

The Czechoslovak people will continue to stand firmly on the side of

nations struggling for their genuine independence. We reject resolutely

all forms of colonialism, neocolonialism, racism and apartheid.

We appreciate the role played in this struggle by the movement of

non-aligned countries. By its anti-imperialist attitudes, its struggle for

the liquidation of nuclear weapons and for the elimination ofthe danger

of war, and its significant initiatives this movement helps actively in

dealing with acute international problems.

In its aggressive global strategy, imperialism profits from the fateful

heritage of colonialism. It misuses the economic dependence and enor-

mous indebtedness of the developing countries, provokes conflicts, in-

flames contradictions and disseminates mistrust among nations. Supra-

national monopolies intensify their shameless exploitation and plunder-

ing of the natural riches and resources of the developing States. They

would like to retain those countries forever as raw-material appendages

of imperialism and a source of financing their militarist policies. They

mask their hegemonistic ambitions by their alleged protection of what

they call vital interests. To this effect they utilize all sorts ofmeans, from

I
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significant political force in the struggle for peace, against the policy of

imperialism and for the social transformation of the world.

We consider it our duty to support every initiative directed toward

strengthening class solidarity among fraternal parties, equal co-oper-

ation in the struggle for common objectives, for peace and Socialism with

due respect to the different tasks and conditions in individual parlies’

activities. We do not see the diversity of views concerning these or other

questions as something unnatural. It emanates from different conditions

ofeach Party’s activities and from diverse approaches to problems. In the

interest of concerted action we believe it necessary to develop bilateral

contracts and multilateral forms ofco-operation both on a regional and

on a wider basis.

The safeguarding of mankind from a nuclear disaster and the solution

of other problems of global character, including environmental protec-

tion, require activity and uniform approach from the working class and

other working people, the co-operation of all progressive and democratic

forces. In this respect the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia will

continue developing and promoting an active dialogue and co-operation

with social democratic and socialist parties, with the trade union

movement and with all democratic forces advocating the policy of

detente and peaceful co-operation among peoples. Ideological differ-

ences between us and those forces cannot constitute an obstacle to co-

operation when the averting of war, the very existence or non-existence

of humanity, is involved.

We consider peace and anti-war movements as major factors in

international politics. We shall continue creating the prerequisites for

the Czechoslovak peace movement to take an increasingly active part in

the struggle of the world peace and anti-war movements.

In our foreign policy we shall always bear in mind the fundamental

interests of the Czechoslovak people, the socialist community and all

that contributes to social progress and peace in the world. This line

emanates from the very essence of the socialist system. Socialism, social

progress and peace are indivisible.

We look to the future with optimism. In spite of the agitated interna-

tional situation we are convinced that peace will be preserved. This is

guaranteed by the unity ofthe socialist community, by co-operation and

concerted action with all progressive and realistic forces in the world.

Dear Comrades!

Today, when assessing the results we have achieved over the past

•

:
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years, faced with the task of discussing and determining the directions of

the further construction of our advanced socialist society, when dealing

with even the long-term prospects for our efforts up to the year 2000, we

realize again what the Communist Party ofCzechoslovakia means to our

people, to our nations. The historic importance of its founding 65 years

ago stands out in sharp outline when viewing the profound changes

which have occurred over the past 40 years in the life and position ofthe

working man in our country, and also with regard to what characterizes

our socialist present and what allows us to set for ourselves even more

ambitious tasks and plans for the future.

When recalling, at our Congress, the historic significance ol the

inception of the Communist Parly of Czechoslovakia we can state with

pride that after a period of 65 years the greatness of this occasion stands

confirmed by the victorious struggle against capitalism and fascism and,

most of all, by the successful construction of Socialism and by the

building of an advanced socialist society. On our road we also met with

setbacks and defeats but never, not even in the most difficult moments

did the Communists waver in theirjust struggle for the vital interests of

the working class and the other working people, for a better future for the

nations of Czechoslovakia.

There is direct continuity between May 1921 and the socialist present.

It has been confirmed by historical development that we could never

have achieved the results, past or present, without our Marxist-Lemmst

Party. By right we are proud of our Party, proud of being members of a

revolutionary vanguard which has always perceived—and perceives

today—the sense of all its activities in serving the working man, in caring

for his wellbeing, in striving for progress and peace.

We realize that the Party cannot simply live off its political capital

acquired in the past. The working people’s trust in the Party’s policy is in

constant need of renewal on the platform of solving current problems

and of meeting the planned targets. We shall continue consistently

implementing a realistic, honest, and open policy which has always been

the essence of the firm links between Party and the people.

The present times and the complexity and new aspects of our tasks

require us again to launch a great political battle so that these tasks can

be fulfilled. First of all, much will depend on the Parly, the Party bodies

and organizations, on every Communist, on their efforts, self sacrifice,

and on the creative atmosphere that must prevail for this struggle to be

waged successfully.

The Communist Party ofCzechoslovakia today represents a powerful

political force enjoying great authority and trusted by the people. One

millic
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ncople’s confidence is inadmissible. Criticism plays its role if it .s

folded by self-criticism and if the mistakes and shortcomings am

rectified In Communists criticism and self-criticism we see a natund

nart of!Inner-Party life, an indispensable tool for bmldmg an advanced

Lialist society. However, it has nothing in common wrth demagog

disparaging honest work or assaulting honest people. While it is ncces

sary^a^denounce malpractices boldly, it is also necessary to take a bold

stance in defence ofajust cause, against slanderers, wrrters ofanonymous

^The Implementation of Party resolutions is a question of primary

importance and one to which much greater attention

the Central Committee down to branch orgamzat.ons^In this respec
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everybody works conscientiously and selflessly and not -HI 1 arty, bta

and economic bodies carry oul their duties in keeping with the icquire-

ments of the time. We often find that resolutions are dealt with inconsis-

tently and that personal responsibility is not stipulated in asugnmgAask

and their implementation is not checked. A state of affairs like that doe

not yield any concrete results at work. That is why great emphasis must

be placed on the consistent implementation of the resolutions adop •

We^ ^substantially raise ,he standard and effectiveness o inspe -

tion in political and managerial work. Wherever ,ts “

men t can be immune from control. The Party organizations and

workers concerned must be informed about the results
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auditing commissions at all tiers of the Party structure. They have
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The policy of our Party is an honest one, expressing the interests ofthe

working people and resting on their support. Corresponding to this must

also be methods of work with the people, based on trust in the working

man and woman, in their creative potential and in their determination

to make the utmost contribution to the further construction of Socialism

in our homeland.

Dear Comrade Delegates,

The construction of Socialism and its further successful development

are a convincing proof of the correctness of the policy of our Party.

Socialism has become deeply rooted in our homeland. The aspirations of

the pioneers of Socialism and of the founders of the Communist Party of

Czechoslovakia have become reality; the aspirations of generations of

Communists who waged the struggle for the rights of the working people

against capital, against fascist oppression, and for national liberation;

the aspirations of all those who fought and laid the foundations for the

construction of Socialism in our homeland have come true. Our Party

remains loyal to their revolutionary legacy. It implements this legacy

and develops it further in its efforts for a further development of our

socialist society.

With these considerations in mind, the Central Committee submits to

the 1 7th Congress of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia the report

on its activities during the past period, as well as the draft programme for

the further construction of developed Socialism in our country for the

next five-year period, looking forward to the year 2000. We are con-

vinced that the Congress proceedings will be marked by an open,

efficient and creative spirit, and will be imbued with a resolve to

accomplish the new tasks discussed at the Congress. Our determination

is enhanced by the awareness that the programme we are outlining for

the period ahead corresponds to the fundamental interests and aspira-

tions of our working people, and that this programme is in full conso-

nance with the endeavour of the world’s revolutionary and progressive

forees to secure social progress and lasting peace. Our resolve is even

more intense in view of the fact that our country is a firm constituent of

the socialist community, of the broad anti-imperialist front, and that we

are effecting our challenging plans in indivisible fraternal co-operation

with the Soviet Communists, with the Soviet people.

Whenever new tasks have arisen, our Party has asserted its ability to

mobilize its own forces and the forces ofthe broad strata of the people for

their implementation, thus confirming its historical mission as the

sw-t
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Interview with Gustav Husak
by Robert Maxwell

Robert Maxwell

The preservation of peace and reduction of arms, particularly nuclear
arms, are the two areas of principal concern in the East-West dialogue.

How would you realistically expect both sides to achieve a reduction in

arms and troop levels in Europe?

Gustav Husak

The issues of peace and arms limitation—not only in Europe—are

rightly at the centre of attention of both the European and world public.

In view of the growing destructive effects of weapons of mass destruc-

tion and the prospect of their further improvement, the next world war
would undoubtedly mean the end of civilization, and possibly the

extinction of life on the planet Earth which is the common home of
mankind, regardless of differences in social systems and ideologies.

The sweeping scientific and technological progress brings formerly

unforeseen possibilities, but also poses threats. It is irrefutable that world
war can no longer be “a continuation of politics by other means”. No
state can ensure its security by the force of arms. A world without wars is

not a utopia but has become indispensable for mankind’s self-preserva-

tion.

These ideas of a philosophy of peace which were voiced at the 27th
Congress of the CPSU, and at the recent congresses of the Communist
and workers’ parties in other socialist countries including Czecho-
slovakia, are an expression of the collective efforts of the socialist

community to give an adequate answer to the questions that have
emerged for mankind at the close of the twentieth century. It is an
expression of our conviction that the relations between the two world
systems cannot be solved by military means but solely by peaceful

coexistence and competition.

239
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Robert Maxwell

Do you believe that the United Nations Organization continues to

fulfil a useful role in world politics, and could its position be strength-

ened if so in what way?

Gustav Husak

I regard the role of the United Nations in world politics as not only

useful' but indispensable. Since its birth 40 years ago, which was an

expression of the will of nations not to permit a new catastrophic war, it

has been playing a positive role in solving a number of important

international problems. At the present time, new serious questions have

arisen with unprecedented urgency in the sphere of Internationa

security, as well as global tasks such as rational use of limited natural

resources, the creation of a new international economic order, protection

of the human environment, and others. The future of the world, wit it s

deep contradictions and also with a growing interdependence of all

forces, requires increasingly effective mechanisms of international co-

operation. The United Nations as the broadest and most authoritative

international forum has a great mission in this respect. It is, ofcourse, an

organization of sovereign states, and must remain such also in the future.

The decisive prerequisite for enhancing its role and authority is, there-

fore that the policy of the member states be guided by the spirit and

letter of the UN Charter. Czechoslovakia will contribute towards this

within its possibilities.

Robert Maxwell

The concept of “Europe for the Europeans” emerges periodically in

political circles. What is your view of this notion and what is its current

relevance?

Gustav Husak

The call for “Europe for the Europeans”, and other similar slogans, or

artificial constructions such as the “United States of Europe”, were often

in the past a cloak for various great power ambitions or anti-Soviet

schemes. When political concepts of this kind are being presented today,

they usually tend towards dividing rather than uniting Europe.

But in my view, what is actually needed, really important and

increasingly urgent in all spheres is all-round development and deepen-

ing of political, economic, cultural and other co-operation between
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with your Government’s approval. In what circumstances and on what

timescale would you expect to see a reduction in their numbers?

Gustav Husak

The presence of a contingent of Soviet forces on the territory of

Czechoslovakia on the basis of an agreement between the govern-

ments of Czechoslovakia and the Soviet Union is part of the collective

defence system of the Warsaw Treaty. It stems from the fact that

NATO units, including US army units, are deployed behind our west-

ern border. In the face of the aggressive plans of the North Atlantic

pact, it is indispensable for us to provide for the external security of

our state. We must also take into account the continuing attempts to

question the outcome of the Second World War and the phenomena

of revanchism in the ERG. On the basis of historical experience,

especially from the years of Munich, the fascist occupation and the

Second World War, we rely on the tested ties of alliance with the

Soviet Union and the other socialist countries.

In the course of the years, the socialist countries have put forward a

number of proposals to reduce tension and the level of military confron-

tation in Europe. They concerned primarily the removal of medium-

range nuclear missiles and chemical weapons from Europe, a substantial

reduction of conventional forces and armaments, creation of zones

without nuclear and chemical weapons, and other questions. Still valid

is their proposal for the winding up of the military organizations ofboth

groupings, as the first step to the simultaneous dissolution ofNATO and

the Warsaw Treaty. Thus far, however, the other side has failed to

respond constructively to the proposals. But if it is possible to make

progress in this respect, the necessary conditions will also be created for

mutual reductions of the levels of armed forces in the countries of

Central Europe.

Robert Maxwell

What is your view of the “Brezhnev doctrine”?

Gustav Husak

No such doctrine exists. It is merely a fabrication of bourgeois

propaganda which is still being circulated in the West. Its sole purpose is

to distort the relations between the countries ofthe socialist community.



244 Sp'tches and Writings

themselves
with the

Imperialist circles are not yet re Y
socialist community

just as

existence of the socialist
untries on the path of socialist

with the orientation of

J

wfrld an “evil empire”, an histon-

development. They call the socialist
against it .

All this serves

cal aberration” and launch
politica^economic,

ideological and

as a pretext for using
countries are exerting

great and

military pressure against it Th^
of constructive

international

persistent efforts aimed at develop
that theSe co-ordinated

co-operation. It is
revenge are countered by the socialist

Sttt- defence of their socialist gams.

Robert Maxwell , with memories

oflWe^«ofl9^.X"rrParty in Government
drawn

from that experience?

Gustav Husak events in 1968 are

The crisis in our country m*e^ in this publication^We

explained in detail in a "um
^;

f

anddrew the necessary lessons. They

considered their causes thorough Y>
but realistic programme

for

were embodied above a 1 m the a
„h ich was adoptcd at the

the construction of developed Jzechoslovakia in 1971, and

14th Congress of the Commun . P Y ^ Thc essence of it was

elaborated at its Congresses m 9™
eBOBamyy

growth in material and

dynamic development of the na
sQcial certaintics of the people,

cultural standards, strengthening ^ the people’s participation

and development of soctalts
was adopted by the entire Nation*

in public affairs. Lhe ProSr political power in this coun >

Front which, as the represent^ four political parties, the

groups with the Communist
^ q ization ,

the cooperative move-

trade union movement the Millions of our

ment and a whole -^ber °
the active

implementation of this pro-

citizens have joined hands f

C1UZCH=> J .

gramme. .
, resu lts are decisive. 1 believe t at

They include sleady

crisis- free

Czechoslc

have succ

and with

rally, we

the incre

technoloj

achievini

today, h
conclusii

Robert M

Gustav l

Fron

the Cz'

social z

results

the ris

aspect

in a ni

them.

The

interr



5 with the

lity just as

of socialist

in “histori-

this serves

ogical and

g great and

ternational

)-ordinated

:he socialist

th memories

ment drawn

in 1968 are

dication. We
lessons. They

ogrammc for

dopted at the

in 1971, and

ncc of it was

material and

of the people,

participation

itire National

this country,

al parties, the

icrativc move-

Vlillions of our

on of this pro-

el ieve that the

since the crisis,

unist Party of

include steady

Interview with Gustav Husak 24

o

crists-free economic growth, social stability and the;unity of-toy,^
P?erhoslovakia’s firm political and economic standing in“

ceded in copig with the deep changes in the-—
and with the consequences of heightened international tension N

rallv we also have to solve a number of complex problems and to nice

conclusions from the crisis.

Robert Maxwell

How do you assess Czechoslovakia’s balance sheet for the past

years?

Gustav Husak

From the vtewpointsofsafeguarding.
he national and state interes^of

the Czechoslovak people, as well as from the viewpoint of economic

ta a number of materials in this publication. It ,s no. necessary to repeat

'The establishment and development of the socialist system

-
and its development potential.
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great importance to the positive solution of the question of working

relations between the EEC and the OMEA.

Robert Maxwell

Turning to domestic affairs, recent years have seen tensions from time

to time between Church, State and Party in Czechoslovakia. To what

extent should the Marxist state accommodate religious beliefs and the

continuing role of religious organizations?

Gustav Husak

Tension between the socialist state and the Roman Catholic Church

occurred primarily in the post-war years, in the period of fast revolution-

ary transformations, because a part of the church hierarchy, associated

with the old bourgeois order and partly also with fascism, took a negative

attitude to the new people’s power. In the course of years, however,

relations between the state and churches have normalized in our coun-

try.

Freedom of confession is guaranteed by the Czechoslovak Constitu-

tion. Our state fully respects the fact that a section of the population are

believers. It must be borne in mind that in our country, churches engage

in religious activities in the conditions of socialist society. It is under-

standable that the state expects them to abide by valid laws. This

provides a basis for positive development of relations between the state

and churches also in the future. Wc also want relations between Czecho-

slovakia and the Vatican to be normal, and existing problems to be

settled through talks and agreements.

Certain external circles have been inciting various campaigns from

time to time, grossly distorting the real situation of churches in Czecho-

slovakia, and arc trying to misuse religious feelings against the socialist

system. However, the overwhelming majority ofbelievers desire to live in

peace and work for the prosperity of their socialist homeland. ( )ur people

have bitter experience from the distant and recent past with militant

clericalism. I believe, therefore, that attempts to revive it have no chance

of succeeding.

Robert Maxwell

Many foreign visitors to the “golden city” of Prague may be struck by

the apparent preoccupation of Czech youth with Western popular
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culture. To what extent do you regard “westernization” of this sort to be

a social and cultural problem in your country?

Gustav Husak

Everyone can see that cultural life in Czechoslovakia is rich and

varied. It has traditional links in the context of European and world

democratic culture. There are also many links with English culture. \\ e

regard the growth of cultural life as one of the objectives of socialist

society, which makes available considerable sums to support it. Czecho-

slovakia ranks high in the world in the per capita number of theatres,

professional musical ensembles, museums and art galleries Young

people are particularly active in the sphere of culture. For example, more

than 600,000 young people are members of over 30,000 popular artistic

groups, from folklore to amateur cinematography.

In our country, the life ofyoung people reflects the rhythm and sty eo

the present time, both as regards so-called popular culture, leisure-time

pursuits, interest in technology and other fields. On the periphery of the

sound mainstream of the life of the great majority ofour youth, there are

also small groups trying to ape various fashionable excesses coming from

the West. Their negative aspects, the cult of revulsion, vulgarity and

violence draw criticism and cause concern on the part of sensible people

even in the countries of their origin. We, too, are striving to ensure

culture has a positive effect on young people. No wonder, therefore, that

we are opposed to the dissemination of similar excesses.

Robert Maxwell

Slovakia’s share of the national income has increased in recent years

How do you view this, and how is it viewed in the country as a whole.

Gustav Husak

As a result of capitalist development, deep differences came into

existence in the course ofcenturies in Bohemia, Moravia and Slovakia, in

the economic and social levels in various regions. Areas of poverty and

hunger existed where the people had often no other option than mass

emigration. Socialism set it as its objective to eliminate these differences

and this task was completed in a relatively short time.

Today, there are virtually no major differences in the socio-economic

level between regions, citizens throughout the country' have basica \ t re
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same opportunities for self-assertion, the same conditions exist for

meeting their material and cultural needs. All this significantly contri-

butes to a balanced increase in the standard of living, to the better use o

the resources and possibilities of individual regions, and to then in-

creased contribution to the development and strengthening of the unity

of society as a whole. Therefore, the results attained are positively

regarded by the public which rightly regards them as a great achieve-

ment of socialism.

Especially great progress was made in the development of Slovakia

which grew over the past 40 years into an economically, socially and

culturally advanced country with modern industry and highly mecha-

nized agriculture, with an extensively developed schoo system and

scientific-technological base. In view of the low initial level the spcec o

Slovakia’s advance was especially remarkable, and could hardly be

matched anywhere else in Europe. Thanks to this, the differences in the

socio-economic levels of the two parts of the state were eliminated in a

historically short time, and the fraternal ties linking our two nations

have been strengthened. Slovakia’s share in the created national income

has already reached 30 per cent, and is almost equal to its share in the

total population.

Robert Maxwell

The federalization of the Czechoslovak state has involved the setting

up oftwo tiers of government (Federal and both Czech and Slovak), each

with subsidiary levels. How can this be justified in a country of Czecho-

slovakia’s size?

recent years,
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Gustav Husak

Since its birth in 1918, Czechoslovakia has been the state format ion of

the Czech and Slovak nations, and other nationalities. The inability o

the ruling bourgeoisie of pre-Munich Czechoslovakia to solve the

national question was one of the factors exploited by Nazism to dismem-

ber the state in 1938. One of the goals of the national liberation strugg e

was to build relations between Czechs and Slovaks on the principles o

equality and equal rights.
. . ,

The federative system through which this goal was achieved provides

scope for the development ofthe creative forces ofthe two nations for the

strengthening of their fraternal relations and of the unity of the Czecho-

slovak state.
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It was a momentous step which required an appropriate restructuring

of the central bodies so that the two republics could administer the

sectors entrusted to them within the framework of the federation. The

experience gained over the past 15 years has shown that the federative

system has fully proved its worth. Of course, the national question .sol a

long-term character. That is why great attention is being permanently

given to its positive development, including safeguards of the rights and

interests of national minorities in our country.

Robert Maxwell

What scope do you see for emulating recent trends in some other

European socialist states by introducing a larger element of private

enterprise into the Czechoslovak economy:*

Gustav Husak

The decisive role in our national economy is played by the socialist

sector which accounts for 97 per cent of the national income. Individual

small-scale production, as a rule spare-time work of co-operative lar-

mers other employed persons and pensioners, without employing any

other labour—consists mainly of fruit and vegetable growing on pri-

vately owned plots, as well as work of artisans and service operations.

From the viewpoint of the overall development of the national economy,

it is only of a supplementary character but plays a useful role. It is being

supported, for example, by the fact that the earnings are subject to

practically no taxation.

We see the main way to further improve the system of management

and planning of the national economy in the development of socialist

principles which have proved their worth in the past 40 years. Of course,

it is necessary to constantly improve the forms and methods of their

application, in keeping with new tasks, especially m scientific and

technological progress.

Robert Maxwell

What is your view ofCzechoslovakia’s development up to 1 990, and of

the prospects up to the year 2000?

Gustav Husak
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next five years, and the outlook to the end of the century, we have
proceeded from the development possibilities of our socialist society,

taking into account the growing activity of the working people and the

deepening process of international socialist integration.

The 17th Congress of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia set as

the main task faster dynamics ofthe economic and social development of

Czechoslovakia, based on full utilization of intensive growth factors,

primarily scientific-technological advances.

All this will create conditions for further rises in the standard of living,

the level of meeting the material and cultural needs of the people, for

qualitative improvements in education, the health service and social

care, for extending leisure t i me and for improving the I i ving and working
environment.

Quantitatively expressed, the aim is to increase the national income
by two-thirds by the year 2000, from the present relatively high level,

and to increase personal consumption by about 50 per cent.

The concrete goals for the years 1986-90 are to increase the national

income by 18-19 per cent, industrial production by 15-18 percent, the

volume of construction work by 10 per cent, and agricultural production

by 6.3 per cent. Personal consumption will rise by 11 per cent, social

consumption by 3
1
per cent. Economic growth will be ensured basically

with the present level of raw material, material and energy inputs, by

their higher utilization and productivity of labour. It will undoubtedly

be a demanding task to achieve the planned objectives, but they arc

based on a realistic assessment of the possibilities ofour society <xnd their

more effective use.

We believe that Czechoslovakia has all the necessary political, social,

intellectual and material resources for the attainment of these goals. Of
course, the prerequisite for this is the preservation of peace. We regard

this as the most important task of the present. People in Czechoslovakia

arc fully aware of this and are doing everything in their power to ensure

peace and progress for the present and future generations.

over the
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1. Territory and InhabUants
consisting

oorl SSR1.and SSR)-
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CSSR
CSR
SSR
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12,075

8689
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10,337

5143
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2. National Income
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In 1984 national income, in comparable prices, increased by 6.3 times

in comparison with 1937 and 6.5 times in comparison with 1948. The

social product grew 7.5 times as compared with 1948.

Growth of Social Production (in %)—
1948 1970 1984

Social product: 1948= ICO 100 442 746

1970= 100 100 169

National income: 1937=100 97 374 626

1948=100 100 380 647

1970= 100 100 168

In 1984 the share of industry (in current prices) in the creation of the

national income was 58.7%, building production 1 1%, agriculture 7.5%.

Percentage Share (at Current Prices) of Social Sectors in the Creation of the

National Income

1948 1970 1984

State enterprises

Co-operative enterprises

Individual husbandry

Private sector

62.9

2.6

1.1

33.4

86/2

9.7

3.3

0.8

86.7

10.3

2.3

0.7

Development of Industrial Production

% growth of

industrial production structure

(1948=100)

1970 1984 1984

Total 666
~

(277 Too.o

Power production 718 1317 3.2

6.4
Fuel industry 403 535

Metallurgy 600 917 10.5

Engineering, electrical

engineering and metal-

working industry 1414 3514 33.1

Chemical industry 1534 3638 8.7

Manufacture of building

materials 872 1518 3.3

Wood-working, paper

and pulp industry 456 937 5.3

Glass, porcelain and

ceramics industry .ill 1003 1.4

Textile industry 350 597 4.9

Clothing industry 491 807 1.7

Leather industry 395 656 2.3

Food industry 371 569 13.6
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3. Industry

Czechoslovakia is an industrially developed country. In 1984 its

. „ , m r . \ ...I J ’ rvnl rtllt

industrial output accounted for 1.2% of the world s mdustnal output

(0.33% of the world’s population).

Industrial production increased by 13.8% in 1984 in contpartson wtth

1937. The equivalent of annual total industrial output in 195/ was

produced by Czechoslovak industry in 26 days in 1984.

4. Agriculture

Share of the socialist sector in farmland: 22% in 1950, 88% in 1960 and

^At^hlfbeginning of 1984 1697 co-operative farms cultivated 4.4

million hectares of farmland (average area 2526 hectares); 223 state

farms operated on 1.4 million hectares of farmland (average area 62

hectares). Most farmland belongs to other socialist organizations a

certain part is divided into small privately-owned farms up to 0.5

he

SincVl948 agricultural output has increased 2.2 times; it is 60% higher

than before the war, although nearly one-third of the then total number

of workers is now employed in agriculture and the total area of farm a

is smaller by 10% than at that time.

Growth of Agricultural
Output

Total agricultural productionDevelopment of:

(1936=100) .

of which: Plant production

Livestock production

Agricultural production per

head of the work force

Agricultural production

per hectare of farmland

Grain yield (in 1000 tons)

Meal production (in 1000 tons)

1918 1970 1984

71 117 159

77 98 134

66 138 186

105 327 556

75 129 183

4768 7204 11,977

440 1234 1727

There are 20 tractors per 1000 hectares of farmland. Cultivation and

harvesting are fully mechanized (with the exception of the collection of

potatoes)" 261 kilograms of industrial fertilizers are used per hectare ot

farmland (346 kilograms per hectare of arable land).

One of the targets of socialism—to remove the differences between

town

conce
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hats' been^igenerallyconcerned—has been gene
national economy, and

farmers are higher than the average
than that in working-class

income per head of their fanul.es ^^tllTsofthlsame

foTall*
working^eopleantdudin^^Mtperative farmers; medical care and

education arc free.

5. Employment, the Labour Force

•Jlo ment inC^
oTall able-bodied men 1984

1948 445 persons out of every number of

this stood at 487 persons. Women make up 46% oj^ota ^
working people. 339,000 women (nearly 4.5% ot

maternity leave in 1984.

Working People in the National Economy (average annual figures)

Total

of which:

1948 1970 1984

(000s) % of total—
5497 6871 7534 100.0

Industry

Agriculture

Building

Tertiary sphere

1693

2237

227

1278

2632
1178

554

2341

2832
941

629

2946

37.6

12.5

8.4

39.1

Therfii^-
sp^afored’education out of every .000 working people; in 1933, 277

persons.

6. Investments, Fixed Assets

3000 billion Czechoslovak crowns.
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Development of Capital Construction and Fixed Assets (in billions of

Czechoslovak crowns at 1977 prices)

1948 1970 1984 1948-84

% increase

Investment works and
deliveries 12.0 83.3 134.8 1127
Including: Construction

works 9.3 54.6 77.6 840
Machinery
and equipment 2.7 30.9 57.2 2098

7. Scientific-technological Base

By the end of 1984 the number of workers in science and technology

(excluding teachers at institutions of higher education) stood at 189,000.

Workers and Expenditures in Science and Technology

1955 1970 1984

Number of independent organizations 421 397
Number of workers (in thousands) 67.0 147.0 188.5

of this: University graduates — 37.9 60.9
Scientific workers — 6.8 11.7

Expenditures on science and technology

as a percentage of used national income 3.6 3.9

8. Foreign Trade

Foreign trade turnover with socialist countries, particularly with the

CMEA member countries, increased 44-fold in 1 984 in comparison with

1948.

Development of Foreign Trade (in millions of Czechoslovak crowns in

free on border prices)

1948 1970 1984

Total exports 3.4 27.3 114.2

to socialist countries 2.1 19.3 86.8

to non-socialist countries 3.3 8.0 27.4

Total imports 4.9 26.6 113.7

from socialist countries 1.9 18.5 91.6

from non-socialist countries 3.0 8.1 22.1
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In 1984 the socialist countries’ share in the total Czechoslovak foreign

trade turnover stood at 78%, of which 45% was with the Soviet Union;

the share of non-soeialist countries stood at 22%.

9. Standard of Living—Basic Characteristics

The main aim of socialism is the constant rise of the material and

cultural level of the people. Notable features ofthe living standard of the

present day include the relatively high level of consumption of food and

industrial goods per head of the population, the high level of household

equipment and the provision of a good standard of housing and social

guarantees. Over one-third of all the needs of the population is covered

by social consumption, including free health care and school education,

old age and disability pensions, sickness benefits for all the working

people and significant benefits for families with children and state

subsidies for rent and for a number of communal services.

184

'7

:8.5

[0.9

1.7

3.9

•ly with the

larison with

crowns in

84

4.2

68

7.4

3.7

1.6

2.1

I

Development in Living Standard in Comparison with the Pre-war Level

(1937=100)

Personal consumption per head of

population

Social consumption (material) per

head of population'

Index of real wages

Expenses for social benefits

New housing

Number of doctors

University graduates

' 1948=100

1948 1970 1984

97 252 331

100 369 707

208 255

. 767 1501

40 209 171

91 284 468

232 484 644

10. Financial Incomes, Cost of Living of the Population

Financial incomes, particularly remuneration for work and social

incomes, are the decisive element in covering the needs of the Czecho-

slovak people. Their real value has been permanently increased.

The cost of living increased in 1984 in comparison with the year 1953

by 15%, in comparison with 1960 by 33%, with 1970 by 19% and with

1980 by 7.8%.
. _ tQR .

Real incomes of the population have grown continuously. In 1984

they were 4.4 times higher than in 1953, 1.5 times higher than in 1970,

and 5.0% higher than in 1980.
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Development of the Incomes of the Population (in thousand millions of

crowns)

1953 1970 1984 1953-84

% increase

Total incomes 81 226 404 500
of this: Wages 58 149 252 433

Agriculture 6 18 26 423
Social 1

1

40 80 753

11. Consumption of Food, Industrial Goods and Household
Equipment per Head of Population

Consumption of Food per Head of Population (in kilos)

1936 1948 1970 1984

Meat (excluding fish) total 34.0 28.9 71.9 84.8

Milk and milk products 205 173 196 244
Eggs (number) 138 114 277 337
Fats 14.1 10.5 19.9 22.8
Cereals 121 120 114 110
Sugar 23.2 22.4 37.7 37.5

Potatoes 119 114 103 81

Vegetables 65.5 92.2 76.3 80.5
Fruit 42.9 55.0 46.6 55.2

Consumption of Selected Industrial Goods per Head of Population

1937 1948 1970 1984

Fabrics in general (in metres) 26 23 43 48
Footwear (in pairs) 2.4 2.4 4.7 4.7

Electricity (domestic

consumption in kWh) 19.5 — 279 666
Gas (domestic consumption
in cubic metres) 4.8 — 67 150

Household Equipment with Consumer Durables (consumer durables per

100 households)

1937 1953 1970 1984

Electric washing machines 4 18 86 143
Refrigerators 1 2 56 112
Radio sets 27 69 140 196
TV sets — — 74 121

Private cars 2 3 18 48
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12. Housing Construction

From 1945 to 1984 a total of 3,116,000 flats and houses, all with

modem conveniences, were built, to which some 60% of the population

moved.

The housing fund comprised 4.9 million flats in 1980; of this, 2.4

million flats were in family houses. The majority of flats are one- and
two-bedroom flats. Flats with two and more bedrooms account for 45%.

Housing Construction

1945 60 1961 70 1971-80 1981-4

Total 620.4 847.7 1263.4 384.8

of this:

State 385.0' 228.8 275.1 73.7

Co-operative 326.4 386.7 164.2

Enterprise — 63.3 248.9 29.4

Private 197.8' 229.2 352.7 117.5

1 1948-60

13. Schools and Education

Education has been made accessible to all sections of the population

and is free.

In 1984, of the total number of boys and girls who completed

elementary school, 36% continued to study at secondary schools, 60%;

decided to undertake training at secondary apprentice institutions, and

4% started work. One-third of secondary-school leavers who passed their

final examinations started studies at institutions of higher education.

Since 1 September 1984 obligatory school attendance lasts ten years.

Everyone must attend the eight-year elementary school providing gen-

eral education, and after its completion continue to study at a gymna-

sium (general edueation secondary school), a secondary specialized

school (these two types are four-year schools concluded by final examina-

tions), or a secondary apprentice training institution (two- or four-year

institutions; the four-year courses are concluded by final examination).

Students who pass the final examinations can continue their studies at

institutions of higher education (studies last from four to six years).

In 1984 girls accounted for 40% of apprentices, 62% of students at

gymnasiums and secondary specialized schools, and 43% of students at

institutions of higher education.

The education system is completed by pre-school and out-of-school

facilities, which particularly facilitate the employment of mothers.
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A umber of Pupils, Apprentices, Students (in thousands)

1936/37 1946/49 1970/71 1984/85

Pupils at elementary schools
Apprentices

Students at: Gymnasiums
Secondary specialized

schools

Institutions of
higher education

1164

130

47

76

27

1523

151

70

93

65

1966

349

110

286

131

2037

413

138

271

174

Creches and Nursery Schools (in thousands)

1937 1948 1970 1984

Number of places at creches
Number of children at nursery schools

1.3

104.6

6.0

205.4

76.8

377.6

122.3

700.5

age

N
gro"p

y ^ by 94% rfthe child™*the appropriate

In 1950, out of every 1000 inhabitants over 24 years of age 1 19 had

lOdZheTT Pr° feSS7 al education
’
and «0 had higher education; in1980 these figures stood at 456 and 60 respectively.

14. Health Care

Health care is free for all citizens and covers preventive care out-

“eS'L
Care

’ treatment at a“ ™dical Cities indud-

mfdical a'd, Th
P

.'
Spa ,reatmcm

' rchabi 'i<ation, medicines andmedical aids. I he extern,ve system of medical facilities and the lame

a

n

c

U

cIsL
0

Lai
e

,

d,Ca' W°rkerS ““ *ha ' *“»* care!

Numbers of Doctors and Beds
—

1937 1948 1970 1984

Number of inhabitants per doctor
Number of beds in health facilities

1236 1158 432 283

per 1000 inhabitants
5.8 8.9 12.2 12.5
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1984/85

2037

413

138

271

174

1984

122.3

700.3

jpropriate

e, 1 19 had

ucation; in
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sinclud-

nes and

he large

i care is

1984

283

l 12.5

15. Social Security

60, 58 or 55 years
<^ ofchildren they have

^r:; » .««> rT **

lcngth of employment 'he ^emands^he jo jer orme^
^^

^ K- days of incapacity and

Z% for all further day, (the matdmum daily amount is limited to a-
equalling the present-day average daily wage).

Development of Pensions and Sickness Insurance

1937 1950 1970 1984

Number of persons eligible for

pensions insurance (in thousands) 3086 5138 7193 8067

Number of pensions paid
1238 1711 3319 3954

(in thousands)

Pensions (thousand millions ol
5.3 24.7 50.4

4.8
Czechoslovak crowns)

Sickness benefits (thousand millions

r p'lu/'hiwlnvak crowns)
0.4 0.8 5.8 7.8

ol U/CtnOMUvan U '"' M >
-—*

S",a, »’“ *“« "all m
U

o*ert PaWmatmTty

irTp^r ““sn"
leave until the child reaches the age of three.^^ „ maternlty

reaches the*age they^haveat least one other dependent child (up to

11

SdTnelspodded for dependent children up to 26 years of

ag

The total social aid for families with children amounts to 7.2%, and

pensions to 9.8% of the used national income.
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Social Aid for Families with Children (in millions of Czechoslovak

crowns)

"

1948 1970 1984

Social aid for families with

children

of this: Non-cash forms (state

— 20,291 37,016

expenditures on

children’s facilities and
14,944different subsidies) - 10,220

Direct financial aid 890 10,071 22,072

Of this: child benefits 772 7607 15,537 —
16. Culture

Deep social and economic changes have created conditions for the all-

round development of culture significantly supported by the state and

public institutions.

The Development of Theatres and Book Publishing

1937 1948 1970 1984

Theatres: Permanent stages 52 60 83 82

Visitors

(in millions) 5.0 9.2 9.5 8.6

Books: Titles issued 6490 6640 6235 7128

Copies in millions 32.0 44.2 80.1 98.2

A number of other cultural establishments contribute to cultural life:

these include 23 state music ensembles and orchestras, 225 museums

with 257 branches, 44 galleries.

Federal Statistical Office

of Czechoslovakia, 1985
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